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ABSTRACT

The Turning Point project in Cincinnati, Ohio is designed to treat chronic drunk drivers. This article com-
pares the postrelease success rates of Turning Point clients and others who have been at risk for over four
years. It appears that the success differential initially observed when clients had been at risk one year has

been sustained.

INTRODUCTION

In a recent book, Ross (1992) dismisses drunk
driving treatment programs as either ineffectual
or inconsequential. He points to impact studies
of educational and therapeutic programs that
demonstrate little or no reformative impact on
drunk drivers. The inconsequential argument is
based on the same foundation he uses to dis-

miss specific deterrence and incapacitation—
the public safety is not endangered by known
drunk drivers, but by first offense drunk driv-
ers. Although Ross’s public safety argument is
compelling, it would be a mistake to assume that
it has direct applications to the criminal justice
system. From a criminal justice system perspec-
tive, public safety is not the only concern. The
criminal justice system is expected, among other
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