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The Community Building Institute facilitates collaborative action among residents, community-based 
organizations and institutions that leads to comprehensive, asset-based community development.

The Community Building Institute is a partnership between Xavier University and the United Way of Greater 
Cincinnati.

GREAT
IDEAS

LUNCHEONS



How often do community experts visit our town—and then leave without 
ever talking to the real people who are trying to make a difference in 
their neighborhoods?

The answer is, too often. But the Community Building Institute is changing that. Through our Great Ideas 
Luncheons, you’ll have a chance to discuss successful solutions to grassroots community issues with 
national and regional experts. The luncheons are small and personal, so you can talk about the things that 
matter most to you and your neighbors. Join us this fall for the Great Ideas Luncheons.

Join the Community Building Institute for a Great Ideas Luncheon, an intimate 

conversation with regional and national experts on community issues.  

These luncheons are designed to guide grassroots leaders and provide

information for tackling their neighborhoods’ most pressing challenges.

Ethan Kent

Friday, Oct. 23
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
Schiff Family Conference Center
Xavier University
$45 for one luncheon 
$70 for both luncheons

Green space and community revitalization

Neighborhood green space is a valuable and often overlooked asset 

of many communities. Learning to effectively develop, manage 

and establish natural assets in the neighborhood is essential to 

the overall health of the community and have proven beneficial 

to all types of revitalization efforts. Effective use of community 

green space can improve the quality of life for residents, increase 

property values, attract private investment and achieve ecological 

gains.  Join us for a conversation with Ethan Kent of Projects 

for Public Spaces as he shares his experience with public space 

improvement and management.   

Kent is vice president of Project for Public Spaces (PPS) of New 

York City.  As an authority in the practice of placemaking and 

with experience on more than 150 PPS projects, Kent has led 

a broad spectrum of placemaking efforts, providing technical 

assistance to revamp and re-envision places in diverse settings 

from Portland, Oregon’s Pioneer Courthouse Square to downtown 

Santiago, Chile, to many of New York’s  most underperforming 

public spaces. Kent defined and launched the Great Cities 

Initiative to build local capacity to implement targeted 

projects that engage high-level influence and broad community 

partnerships.

John Glascock

Friday, Nov. 13
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
Schiff Family Conference Center
Xavier University
$45 for one luncheon 
$70 for both luncheons

Housing strategies for 2010: Responding to the national housing 
crisis and its effects on Cincinnati

While the recent housing crisis presents an enormous challenge 

to communities on a national level, mature neighborhoods in the 

Cincinnati area are struggling to attract new home buyers.  Join 

us for a discussion with John Glascock, director of the University 

of Cincinnati Real Estate Center, about best practices and 

strategies for addressing housing trends in 2010.  In addition to 

Glascock’s presentation, the Institute is sharing its experience 

with local communities and the solutions they’ve identified.

Glascock is the West Shell Professor of Real Estate Finance and 

Director of UC’s Real Estate Center. He is active with industry 

professional groups and serves as an academic scholar for 

NAIOP and ULI. Glascock is also recognized as a research fellow 

by the Homer Hoyt Institute. He has worked with the National 

Association of Realtors (including SIOR) and state chapters 

in Louisiana and Virgina, and with EPRA and IPD in the UK. 

Glascock served as secretary-treasurer of American Real Estate 

and Urban Economic Association for three terms. He also served 

as president of the Southwest Finance Association.


