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Nine CDCs Awarded Operating 
Support Grants

The City of Cincinnati, through its subrecipient, the CDC 
Association of Greater Cincinnati, is awarding $400,000 
in federal funds for 2010 to 9 community development 
corporations working in Cincinnati.  Funding will be 
$200,000 each from Community Development Block 
Grant and HOME funds. 

Each of the CDCs will use the funding to build or rehab 
affordable homes in city neighborhoods.  Their combined 
work, thanks to the support of the City and the Community 
Development Corporations Association of Greater Cincin-
nati (CDC Association), will produce 89 housing units in 
2010.  At least 140 units will be predeveloped, and ready 
for production in 2011.

Camp Washington Community Board will complete 3 
homes this year, and plan for 3 more next year.  Cincinnati 
Housing Partners will complete 6 units in Carthage and 
Hartwell, and have 4 additional units under development 
by the end of 2010.

Cincinnati Northside CURC will be developing 4 afford-
able units and 2 market-rate new homes in its target area, 
Parkside, during 2010, with more units set for 2011.  At 
least 5 units of affordable housing will be completed by 
the Community Revitalization Agency in the West End 
during 2010, with the possibility of a total of 12 units.  
These will be new construction and rehab units, in a multi-
year project.  Cornerstone Corporation for Shared Equity 
will have 17 units completed by the end of the year, as 
well as design standards, funding applications, and permits 
for several other major projects, set to begin in 2011.

Over-the-Rhine Community Housing’s 2010 work will 
result in the completion of 30 units, and the predevelop-
ment of an additional 72 units.  WestCURC, Westwood’s 
Community Urban Redevelopment Corporation, plans to 

2009 Accomplishments

The Networker

• Administered the 2009 CDC Operating Support program 
as a subrecipient of the City of Cincinnati: $500,000 in 
HOME and CDBG funding to 13 CDCs. During the first 
year of the CDC Association’s managing the Operat-
ing Support program, in 2009, $500,000 in CDBG and 
HOME funds were passed through to 13 local CDCs.  A 
total of 34 homes were completed, with 166 either in 
progress or in pre-development.   

redevelopment 3 low- 
and moderate-income 
homeownership units 
in 2010, while prepar-
ing for more in 2011.

Village Develop-
ment Corporation will 
redevelop 4 homes 
in 2010, begin prede-
velopment on 15 – 20 
more homes planned 
for the next 5 years.  
Working in Neighbor-
hoods will complete 
8 homes in 3 different 
communities: College 
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Hill, Northside, and South Cummins-
ville, during 2010.  They will also be in predevelopment for 
infill housing.

Thank you to our sponsors of this issue of 
The Networker:



• Led by the CDC Association, a number of city CDCs met 
last October to consider what funding structure would be 
most helpful in stepping up the number of homes they could 
produce, particularly in this economy.  Having worked 
through those issues, we met with key City staff working 
on housing, who were very supportive of our goals.  Under 
the leadership of Herman Bowling in the Department of 
Development, a proposal for such a fund is being reviewed.  
We anticipate faster turnaround on redevelopments, and a 
substantial increase in impact in communities.

• Facilitated 10 RoundTables in partnership with the City 
of Cincinnati’s Department of Community Development.  
Nearly 350 members of the community development indus-
try (including CDCs, for profit developers, housing services 
agencies, funders, banks and CDFIs, consultants, architects, 
attorneys, planners and other technical service providers) 
attended.  The gatherings were held in various communi-
ties, to spread the word about all the community redevelop-
ment Cincinnati is experiencing.

• Held our three annual events: the Awards Celebration in 
June, the Community Development Bus Tour in October, 
and the Holiday Reception, with partners LISC and the 
Uptown Consortium, in December.  We broke attendance 
records for all three!  This wouldn’t have happened without 
our great sponsors: Platinum Sponsor US Bank, Gold Spon-
sor PNC Bank, and Silver Sponsors Cincinnati Develop-
ment Fund, Huntington Bank and WesBanco. 

2009 Accomplishments (cont.) 2010 Plans
• The 2010 CDC Operating Support program is underway 
as of February 1, with $400,000 to support the staff and 
consultants of 9 CDCs.  (See above story.)

 
• With a grant from the PNC Charitable Trust, we have 
the adaptable design for a green built home, and a set of 
specifications to guide rehabilitation of homes.  The Village 
Development Corporation’s consultant, Mark Brunner, 
developed the specs, and oversaw the work of Sean Keith 
in creating the home design.  We’ll be sharing both with the 
community development industry during the year. 

• The Back Office proposal we generated over a year ago 
will likely begin in 2010.  Using the results of our annual 
survey, created by volunteer Jenn Hackman, and with 
support from LISC of Greater Cincinnati and Northern 
Kentucky, we will pilot a program where the CDC Associa-
tion will hire consultants to carry out various elements of 
staff work for CDCs in need of those services.  Preliminary 
results of the survey show interest in website design and 
maintenance, and accounting services. 

• In 2010, we will host at least 6 RoundTables with the 
City, in our continued effort to support growth in the skills 
and knowledge of CDCs, their staffs and Board members, 
as well as the community development industry at large. 

Molly North of Al Neyer, LLC., and Chris Miday and 
David Dreith of Easter Seals Work Resource Center at the 

Holiday Reception.
Bus tour participants visit Over-The-Rhine 
Community Housing’s project City Home.



2009 Holiday Reception
Over 150 members of the community development indus-
try attended our annual Holiday Reception at Mecklenburg 
Gardens, co-hosted with Local Initiatives Support Corpo-
ration and the Uptown Consortium, Inc.

Along with all the networking and re-making of old ac-
quaintances, we asked three young for-profit developers to 
share their thoughts on the reasons why for-profits like to 
partner with CDCs, what the benefits are to all parties, and 
how those relationships can be improved. 

Molly North, Bobby Maly and Kevin Macey gave ev-
eryone a lot to think about – succinct and helpful. Brief 
synopses of each of their thoughtful comments are below:

Molly North is Director of Real Es-
tate Development, Al Neyer, LLC, 
and is also a Board member of 
Cincinnati Northside CURC.  She 
urged us to Think Big, especially 
about property assembly, always 
make connections with others, pay 

attention to the finance markets, be organized (no egos!), 
and use the tail wind in today’s economy – people want to 
live and work in the city – and they want to be green.

Development Coordinator for The 
Model Group, Bobby Maly echoed 
Molly’s comments, and added his 
own.  The incentive for-profit develop-
ers have to partner with non-profits 
is that CDCs know the players, their 
needs and the opportunities in the 
community.  Vice versa, non-profits 
can get more done more quickly by 
partnering with for-profit develop-

ers, who generally have a bigger balance sheet and better 
financing capabilities. 

Kevin Macey, Member of B2B Eq-
uities and President of the Village 
Development Corporation in Spring 
Grove Village, brings lessons 
learned from the corporate world to 
community development.  He feels 
achieving success depends on both 
non-profit and for-profit develop-
ers understanding the goals of the 

other, creating a process for their partnership, and being 
consistent in their work together.

Many thanks to Mecklenburg’s for their superb appetizers, 
terrific service and gracious hosting.  Thanks as well to the 

Brian Garry Band; Sarah Hayes, Brooke Linkow and Janelle 
Lee for planning and preparing, and all of our sponsors!

Patricia Landow, Keshara Jones, and Kevin Macey enjoy a 
laugh at the holiday reception.

Mary J. Sigmon of VT Design Solutions, Della Rucker, of 
Jacobs Urban Design and Planning Group, and Jen Walke, 

from the City of Cincinnati celebrate the holidays!

Platinum Sponsor:

Gold Sponsor:

Silver Sponsors:

     

Special thanks to our platinum, gold, and silver sponsors:



Community Development Bus Tour: 
Center City Development—OTR, 

Mt. Auburn, Corryville, and Avondale

The annual Community Development Bus Tour expanded 
into 2 buses this year, thanks to the generosity of the 
Cincinnati-Hamilton County Community Action Agency.  

We boarded the buses at the new Cincinnati Herald Build-
ing in Avondale, parking in that brand new innovatively 
designed garage.  We headed down to Harkavy Hall in 
OTR, rehabbed and operated by Tender Mercies, which 
had won our Most Outstanding Project of the Year award 
last June.  Most folk walked from there along Pleasant 
Street to the City Home project of OTRCH, with rehabbed 
condos and terrific townhomes, adjacent to the OTRCH 
office on 14th.  Another walk over to Vine Street brought 
us to 14th & Vine @ Trinity Flats, great new condos and 
commercial space by 3CDC, built by The Model Group.  
Several participants stayed behind to check out the rooftop 
garden and nearly missed the bus!

From there, it was up the hill to Loth Street in Mt. Auburn, 
where youth in CAA’s Blueprint for Success program have 
rehabbed a home, which will shortly be joined by 4 brand 
new green homes.  The ride was also pretty exciting, being 
on a big bus in that part of Mt. Auburn, with narrow streets 
and steep hills.

Corryville and the Short Vine Business District was next, 
where the Vine Street CURC is planning the 2600 Vine 
mixed use development.   A 10 screen movie theater and 
10 lane bowling alley, 440 parking space garage, a new 

Martino’s, 17,000 sq ft of new retail and 164 units of student 
housing are planned in the area.  Corryville Crossings, at 
Martin Luther King and Vine, is under construction, and will 
include a 134-room Hampton Inn & Suites, a parking garage, 
pad sites, retail and office space.  

After driving by several housing rehab and new construction 
sites by The Model Group on and near Burnet, we came back 
to the Herald Building for our tour of that new Neyer devel-
opment and garage, owned by the Uptown Consortium.  Our 
networking reception and 30th Anniversary Celebration were 
held in one of the unfinished commercial spaces.  

During the Celebration, Vice Mayor Roxanne Qualls pre-
sented former Vice Mayor Peter Strauss with the Lifetime 
Achievement Award, for his support of and hard work on 

behalf of communities and community development.  In 
addition, Pete’s son, Matt Strauss, received a plaque for his 
service as CDC Association president, and former Board 
member Nick DiNardo was given a plaque for his Board 
service.   

Many thanks to Children’s Hospital for providing the chairs, 
tables, linens, podium and coat rack needed for the party, to 
Uptown and its great staff for partnering with us and prepar-
ing the space.  Carolyn Wallace’s The Perfect Brew provided 
the perfect refreshments and food, while the Brian Garry 
Band gave us that great world beat music.  

Thanks to the great developers and staffs of all these proj-
ects, for the easy collaborations, and access to all these 
wonderful buildings, and especially to Franz Stansbury of 
the Uptown Consortium, who went above and beyond. 

The new Herald Building where we started our tour.

Participants get a tour of Over-the-Rhine Community 
Housing’s City Home.



Community Development Bus Tour: 
Center City Development—OTR, 

Mt. Auburn, Corryville, and Avondale

State Representative Denise Driehaus and Vice Mayor Rox-
anne Qualls enjoying the reception at the Cincinnati Herald 

Building.

Matt Stauss of Price Hill Will and former Vice Mayor 
Peter Stauss hold their Outsanding Service and Lifetime 

Achievement Awards with Patricia Garry, Executive 
Director of the CDCAGC

Ron Miller, Bobby Maley and Alicia Townsend take a 
look around the kitchen at City Home.

Vada Lawrence of Community Action Agency speaks 
to the group at CAA ‘s Loth Stret Building.

The kitchen at the 14th and Vine @Trinity Flats Project.

Tour participants enjoy the garden at Harkavy Hall.



What’s Happening in Clifton 
Heights?

The Clifton Heights Community Urban Redevelopment 
Corporation (CHCURC) has a number of projects com-
ing to fruition in 2010.  These projects include the Clas-
sen Park renovation, the revitalization and renovation 
of the Clifton Heights Business District Streetscape, the 
reuse of Old St. George as a boutique hotel, and the con-
tinued design and programming of Uptown Commons.  
The Classen Park project is intended to improve one of 
Clifton Heights’ primary gateways.  The renovation will 
result in all new streetscape, tree planting, landscaping, 
and gateway signage.  The director of the CHCURC, 
Matthew Bourgeois, stated in an article in Soapbox writ-
ten by Randy Simes: “The park is our primary gateway 
to the neighborhood with over 22,000 cars passing daily.  
The project gives us our best chance to make a positive 
first impression and define our neighborhood within the 
context of Uptown.” 

The Classen Park project is scheduled for completion 
in Spring 2010, symbolizing the revitalization of this 
vibrant area.  A key component of the gateway revitaliza-
tion, will be the reuse of Old St. George as a boutique 
hotel.  A market study is currently underway to assess the 
viability of this option.

In collaboration with the City of Cincinnati and the 
Cincinnati Neighborhood Business Districts United, the 
CHCURC will renovate and revitalize the Clifton Busi-
ness District streetscape by the Summer of 2010.  Cur-
rently, the concerned parties are collaborating on the de-
sign and expected implementation process.  Matthew was 
quoted in the same Soapbox article mentioned above, as 

saying “The business community is very excited about the 
progress being made. This has been planned for years as 
part of the overall revitalization and people are ready to give 
their input to shape the streetscape.”

Finally the CHCURC, as well as the primary collabora-
tor on the project Towne, are making every effort to assess 
stakeholder feelings and continue design and programming 
innovation on Uptown Commons.  Despite the fact that 
no progress is currently underway due to the economy, it 
is the intention of the CHCURC and its partners to make 
Uptown Commons shovel-ready for when the time is right 
to develop. 

Source:http://www.soapboxmedia.com/
devnews/?referrerID=c62353e9-ba85-4b49-9263-ac984ada2398

RoundTables for 2010 
in Planning Stages

The City of Cincinnati and the CDC Association are 
discussing 6 RoundTables for 2010, beginning in March.  
Topics to be covered are green construction, includ-
ing LISC’s Green Loan Fund and a green home design; 
code enforcement, permits and the housing court; hous-
ing development focused on Universal Design; CDBG 
guidelines and HOME basics; construction and project 
management, including rehab specifications created by 
Mark Brunner, and funded by a grant from PNC Chari-
table Trust, for Village Development Corporation. Old St. George in Clifton Heights

Map of the Clifton Heights Business District



News n’ Notes

The Cincinnati form based code initiative kicked off this 
month on January 8.  The consultant Opticos Design, Inc. 
will work with city officials and relevant parties to incorpo-
rate form-based code into the existing zoning code and de-
velopment regulations.  A steering committee of concerned 
stakeholders met on January 8th, to kick off the form-based 
code initiative.  The form-based code neighborhood walks 
continued, with a walk through the College Hill business 
district on January 23.  For more information on the form-
based code initiative please visit http://www.cincycharacter.
com/index.html.

Revive I-75
The Revive I-75 initiative is a partnership between the City 
of Cincinnati, the Urban Design Associates (UDA), and a 
number of neighborhood groups to revitalize the I-75 corri-
dor. The study and plan will be focused on four key gate-
way areas: 1) Mitchell Avenue, 2) The I-74 Interchange, 3) 
the Hopple Street Interchange and 4) Queensgate/Central 
Business District (see the map below for more details). 
UDA conducted a series of focus groups in November 2009 
with various concerned citizen groups to begin the revital-
ization process, including the Northside Urban Redevelop-
ment Corporation among other organizations. 

Cincinnati Form-Based Code

The Revive I-75 community charrette took place from 
January 11-15, 2010.  The charrette attempted to ascertain 
the community vision for several key areas along the I-75 
corridor.  Topics discussed included identifying desired land 
uses in order to create a market-driven development pat-
tern, transit-oriented development, and implementing green 
infrastructure principles.  From January to March 2010, the 
draft plan will be compiled. The hope is to produce a final 
plan between March and May 2010.  For more information 
visit: http://www.revivei-75cincinnati.com/index.htm

	  

Community Land Co-Op
The agenda for the Community Land Co-Op this year is 
CHANGE! The organization plans to initiate change within 
every aspect of their work.  This changing mentality co-
incides with the presence of a new Executive Director, 
Lisa Bouldin-Carter.  The Co-Op intends to listen closely 
to tenant concerns, utilize donor dollars in the most effec-
tive ways possible, and improve housing accessibility and 
affordability throughout Cincinnati’s West End.  Check out 
the Co-Op’s Website: http://www.communitylandcoop.org/

City Picks New Neighborhoods To Clean-Up 
Blight

Cincinnati’s Neighborhood Enhancement program has 
chosen two neighborhoods to clean up in 2010, Mount 
Washington and Corryville.  The two neighborhoods were 
chosen based on an analysis of building code violations and 
vacancy and drug activity within the areas.  Each neighbor-
hood will receive $5,000 in seed money from U.S. Bank, as 
well as, $2,500 from PNC Bank, and $1,000 from Kroger.  
The primary goals of the initiative are to reduce crime hot 
spots, clean-up and beautify the neighborhoods, and better 
enforce building codes within the identified areas. 

Map of the Revive I-75 Study Area



Plan Cincinnati

The City of Cincinnati is embarking on its first compre-
hensive planning process in 30 years.  The comprehensive 
plan began last fall with several community informational 
meetings. The Plan will focus on eleven elements: 1) Hous-
ing and Neighborhood Development, 2) Transportation 
and transit, 3) Land Use, 4) Urban Design, 5) Utilities and 
Infrastructure, 6) Fiscal, 7) Economic Development and 
Business Retention, 8) Health, Environment, and Open 
Space, 9) Historic Preservation, 10) Institutions, and 11) 
Intergovernmental Cooperation. 

The Executive Director of the CDC Association has been 
asked to serve on the Steering Committee for the Plan, and 
help guide the comprehensive planning process along with 
several other key community players.  If you would like to 
be involved, attend the Neighborhood Summit on February 
26th and 27th, which will focus on Cincinnati’s Compre-
hensive Plan.  Sessions will include Housing and Neigh-
borhood Development, Transportation and Transit, Urban 
Design, Health, Environment and Open Space, Historic 
Conservation, and Economic Development and Business 
Retention.  

Visit http://www.plancincinnati.org/ for more information.

Northwind Development: 25 New Green 
Homes for Northside

The Northwind development, located in Northside along 
Kirby Avenue between Martha Street and Robley Avenue, 
is a 7.1-acre development innovated and implemented by 
Potterhill Homes. The intention is to build 25 traditional 
and neo-traditional homes priced from the $140s. Green 
technologies will be utilized in the construction of all 
the homes.  Green features include geothermal heating 
and energy star appliances, which will save homebuyers 
significant utility costs.  The Northside CURC’s Executive 
Director, Stefanie Sunderland, stated that the CURC is very 
excited about this project. 

	  

Ohio Housing Finance Agency (OHFA)

The OHFA is announcing the availability of funding 
through the Housing Investment Fund, which pro-
vides funding for those housing needs that OHFA’s 
other initiatives do not cover.  Letters of Intent must 
be submitted by February 22, 2010 at 5 p.m.  For 
further information on this funding please visit: 
https://www.ohiohome.org/housinginvestmentfund.
aspx

Since 2007, many Ohio residents have been directly 
impacted by the foreclosure crisis. In various assessments 
of the foreclosure crisis in the Fourth Federal Reserve 
District, it is clear that Ohio has experienced a dispropor-
tionate number of foreclosures when compared to the other 
states within the fourth district (i.e. Kentucky and Pennsyl-
vania).  The higher level of foreclosures in Ohio may be at-
tributable to a lack of transparency in regulatory practices. 
Ohio passed the Homebuyers Protection Act as a response 
to the foreclosure crisis.   The Act was intended to prevent 
predatory lending practices and required disclosure of 
violations by mortgage brokers and loan officers.  The Act 
has experienced some success thus far; greater efforts and 
initiatives to create transparency in regulatory practices 
may be necessary to address the high rate of foreclosures 
in Ohio.

Foreclosure Crisis

Proposed Northwind Development



NDBIP Dollars

The Neighborhood Business District Improvement 
Program was initiated by the City of Cincinnati as 
a means of enhancing the economic vitality of the 
neighborhood business districts (NBDs) throughout 
the City.  The program aims at assisting NBDs in the 
implementation of projects that will stabilize and revi-
talize their business district.  

The neighborhoods listed below have received the 
funding via the NBDIP for 2010: 

Neighborhood NBDIP Funding 
Clifton $30,000 

Mt. Lookout $350,000 
East Walnut Hills $5,000 

Corryville $150,000 
Mt. Adams $237,268 
College Hill $305,000 

Clifton Heights $410,000 
Kennedy Heights $587,000 

	  
If you are interested in applying for NBDIP fund-
ing for a NBD project, please go to this website for 
more information: http://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/cdap/
pages/-3488-/

Marty’s Hops and Vines

A dedicated community servant, Marty Weldishofer and his 
wife Kate, have opened a new wine/beer/gift shop and wine 
and beer bar on Hamilton Avenue! Marty is a former Direc-
tor of Community Development for College Hill.  Marty 
has incorporated his enthusiasm for community develop-
ment and improvement in College Hill into his new busi-
ness venture.  Marty is quoted in the College Hill eNewslet-
ter as saying: “We hope Marty’s Hops and Vines becomes 
a destination in College Hill, and we hope to set a trend on 
the Avenue.  People have a lot of great ideas for businesses. 
As an advocate for College Hill, I’m putting my money 
where my mouth is and I hope others will do the same.” 
Thus far Marty’s Hops and Vines has experienced great 
success, even being featured in a Soapbox article.  

Please stop by Marty’s Hops and Vines, not only to support 
a key contributor to community development, but also to 
enjoy some wonderful beer and wine! 

Marty’s Hops and Vines is located at 6110 Hamilton Avenue 
and is open Tuesday-Thursday from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. and 
Friday and Saturday from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. 

Ohio Land Bank Bill
The first land bank bill in Ohio, Senate Bill 353, allowed 
for the establishment of non-profit corporations to pro-
mote, develop, manage, and facilitate the rehabilitation 
and reutilization of abandoned, vacant and foreclosed 
properties.  Senate Bill 353 is only applicable to Cuyahoga 
County, therefore Ohio lawmakers are currently making 
the effort to introduce and pass a similar bill that would 
apply to the rest of Ohio.  

Under this bill, counties with populations between 78,000 
and 81,000 and those with populations greater than 
100,000 can create County Land Reutilization Corpora-
tions, or county land banks.  If passed, the bill would help 
to address the foreclosure crisis and its concomitant effects 
in some of Ohio’s struggling neighborhoods.  

On December 17, 2009, the House voted 83-14 in approval 
of this bill, and it has now been passed to the Senate.  To 
learn more about the land bank bill watch this short video: 
http://www.whiotv.com/video/22038360/index.html. 

Please call your State Senator in support of the land bank 
bill.

Interior of Marty’s Hops and Vines



Calendar of Events

Feb. 11 Working In Neighborhoods Happy Hour Benefit, at the Comet Bar, Thursday, 
  February 11, 2010 5-8 p.m.
 

Feb. 18 The groundbreaking for this year’s Citirama will take place at 10 a.m. at Rockford  
  Woods in Northside.  Citirama will be held June 3rd to June 13th.

Feb. 25  “Run for the American Dream,” Join Working in Neighborhoods’ Run for 
  Homeownership, Saturday, April 3, 2010 @ 9 a.m. at Winton Woods. 

Feb. 25 Shop for a great cause at WIN’s Shopping Boutique, February 25, 2010 7-10 PM 
  at Neal’s Design Remodel at 7770 East Kemper Road, Cincinnati, OH 45249.

Feb. 26-27  Neighborhood Summit: February 26th and 27th, 2010

Mar. 26-27  The Walkable Neighborhoods Made Possible by Workforce Housing Conference 
  will be on Friday March 26th and Saturday March 27th at the Duke Energy Center.
  Tentatively, it is scheduled from 1:00 to 5:00 on Friday and from 8:30 to 11:30 on
   Saturday. 

Community Development Corporations Association of Greater Cincinnati
2859 Colerain Avenue Suite 11, Cincinnati, OH 45225 

P. 513.281.3774
 F. 1.815.550.4719 
www.cdcagc.org

Patricia Garry 
Executive Director 
Patricia.Garry@cdcagc.org

Sarah Hayes 
Communications Director 
Sarah.Hayes@cdcagc.orgLauryn Alleva

Masters of Community Planning Intern
Lauryn.Alleva@cdcagc.org


