Imagination Alley

Located in the 1300 block of Vine
St. in Over-the-Rhine,
Imagination Alley offers a new
opportunity for the community.
A brightly colored 16" mosaic
archway at the east entrance of
the pocket park sits juxtaposed
against the surrounding urban
environment. The mosaic was
created by community members
through the organization of The
Art Academy of Cincinnati and
the Peaslee Neighborhood
Center. Together, they are
working to make Imagination
Alley a reality. In the fall of 2004,
the University of Cincinnati
Community Design Center was
approached to help create
conceptual plans for the layout
and design of the space.

Farticipating Designers

Mg Parlbe Marioe, Coedinanse, ADC

Evirda DacBunser, Arthr, Peadlee

Suzanirey Fischest, Arht, Peadles

Ernaled Lntermana, Landicape Designes LCCDC
Eric Ardpagh, Landscape Aschitect, LICCDC

Fank Russel, Archigect, IMOCDC
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r!ﬁﬂgr h bocal community groups at the Drop Inn Center, Washington Park
Elgnentary |, Feaslee Melighborhood Center, and the Ower-the-Rhine Contact
Center helped generate ideas for various features within the park. The elements
inchueded additional mosaic artwork, benches, a water fountain, game tabbes, play
equipement, trees, flowers, gardens, trash cans, fences, a picnic area, lighting, and a
gateway for the west entry,

The second activity asked individuals to cut out words and
describing the atmosphene and objectives of the park. Imag
laughing and playing, people conversing, and individuals p
were chosen, Words defining togethemess, community, pedl
happiness also helped form visions for the park.
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mn to commumnity members, allowed them to paoritize various park
helped participants develop concepts and establish the character
sters hawing a random list of possible park elements were tacked to
ple placed stickers next to those features with the highest importance.

Participants were then given a site plan and a set of image
different park elements. They were challenged to develop schem
for the space. This resulted in three distinct park layouts having e
on different aspects of the park

The results of each activity wene analyzed and
condensed into a concepiual d!qgram and a
final conceplual design. Compilifg the park
layouts, the concepiual dagram Mlustrates
thrpe lstln:? Spaces; active and passive nones,
and a central “lwving room area”. Entries and
exits were emphasized as well as clear
circulation paths.
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athway meanders
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Hitional masaic art
also implemented
ghout the park.

WL Tumaing Troes (e blational Endowiraent of tha Ams, the
At Acadermy and Pesdles Helghbsehood Certer will
condinue developing art in the park. The Beoneation
Corrriaskon Pus participatid in the design of the park amad
il s adsariiing | et Seaiibliy ol pecniding propenied park
Improvements. For mcee information contact Michelle
Markert, AAC ot TX1-5305%
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