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Connectivity
        Stairwell  
    Connecting English Woods and the East 
End Heritage School with an updated safe 
route to school.
    Stairwell will need protection from the 
crime elements, which can be facilitated by 
installing lights. We can also explore the pos-
sibility of placing emergency phone hot 
spots.
         Pocket Communities 
    Tight knit communities can be linked 
through green initiatives such as bike routes, 
bus routes, and new sidewalks.
    With areas of North Fairmount slated to be 
repaved in the near future, further develop-
ment of pedestrian infrastructure will take 
place.
         Western Hill Viaduct  
    The new viaduct will allow connectivity 
from east to west with bike lanes and pedes-
trian walkways.
    With CDOTE and Hamilton County working 
on designing the new viaduct the public 
input has demanded more connectivity 
through bike lanes and pedestrian walkways.

Natural Area
         Urban Gardens 
can transform vacant land into sustainable 
green space and increase land value in the 
area.
         Nature Preserves 
present an opportunity to preserve green 
space without opening the land up to havens 
for crime.
    Current land ownership of proposed nature 
preserve consists of two to three owners. 
Need to pitch idea of donating land for tax 
credits, which would become part of Cincin-
nati Park system. Eminent domain is also a 
possibility for further land acquisition. Cur-
rent land value is estimated at under 
$200,000.
         Existing Parks
preserve current conditions.
         Planned Green Infrastructure
    use eminent domain to acquire property 
along Pulte and return Pulte to a natural 
green space just east of Seegar Avenue.
    Eliminate Casper Street between Denham 
and Baltimore Avenue and return it to a natu-
ral area. 
    Greenway Trail already proposed by 
Groundwork Cincinnati - Mill Creek.

Storm Water
         Stream Daylighting Projects- 
    a - Denham Sub Watershed
    b - Lick Run Sub Watershed
Stream Daylighting brings to the surface pre-
viously piped and buried streams as well as 
separating stormwater and sewage.
     These sites incorporate rain gardens, bio-in-
�ltration beds, and a Greenway trail network 
into MSD’s project Groundwork’s sites where 
daylighting is occurring.
         Rain Gardens and Bio-in�ltration Beds
Gardens of native plants that act as natural 
�lters for runo� and stormwater as well as cre-
ating an opportunity for this water to re enter 
the groundwater system.
     These sites will focus on the retention of 
stormwater through the planting of �ood tol-
erant native species that uptake large 
amounts of water and are locally prevalent.  
         Greenway Trail 
This project centers on ecological restoration 
along the Mill Creek. Stormwater manage-
ment, public health and safety, and �oodplain 
management which lowers the amount of 
stormwater entering the Mill Creek. 
     This section of the trail, Phase V, is in the 
funding stages and sets to be implemented in 
2015. This section, from South Cumminsville 
to the Western Hills Viaduct, will be the largest 
section of trail to date.

Energy
         Wind Turbine
    This area is a potential location for deploy-
ment of a wind turbine as part of the pro-
posed Cincinnati State campus.  This wind tur-
bine could be a demonstration project, used 
to teach agriculture students about how they 
can integrate renewable energy projects like 
wind turbines into their future farms.
         Solar Energy 
    These areas are prime locations for the ex-
ploitation of solar energy through both pas-
sive solar design and photovoltaic panels. The 
deployment of passive & active solar features 
can be accomplished through two programs 
run by the city.    
    The �rst program is the city’s residential 
property tax abatement program, which pro-
vides bonuses to properties that meet LEED 
standards.      
    The second program is the use of PACE 
�nancing, which is currently in development. 
Such �nancing would allow property owners 
to obtain the up-front capital they need to in-
stall solar panels.
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1. Crime - The presence of crime 
in key spots within the communi-
ty weakens the connectivity of 
the di�erent pocket communi-
ties

2. Pocket Communities - Current 
location of communities are not 
linked and require upgrades to 
existing infrastructure to incor-
porate bike lanes sidewalks and 
new bus routes. Funding for this 
presents a problem

3. Rail yard - is a major discon-
nect between North Fairmount, 
the East side, and the rest of the 
City of Cincinnati.

1. Stairwell - Connecting English 
Woods and the East End Heritage 
School with an updated safe 
route to school.

2. Pocket Communities - Tight 
knit communities can be linked 
through green initiatives such as 
bike routes, bus routes and new 
sidewalks.

3. Western Hill Viaduct - The new 
viaduct will allow connectivity 
from east to west with bike lanes 
and pedestrian walkways.

Opportunities                     Constraints

1. Existing Cemetery - present a 
barrier to usable contiguous 
green space.

2. Brown�eld Areas are not con-
ducive to natural habitat.

1. Urban Gardens to transform 
vacant land into sustainable 
green space and increase land 
value in the area.

2. Nature Preserves - present an 
opportunity to preserve green 
space without opening the land 
up to havens for crime.

3. Existing Parks

4. Planned Green Infrastructure

Opportunities                     Constraints

1. Topo - Steep slopes prevent 
any development as well as any 
green infrastructure projects due 
to the di�culty in working on 
slopes.  

2. Built Urban Areas - Existing 
urban areas limit the amount of 
projects that can be implement-
ed due to private property.   

3. Existing Combined Sewer 
Over�ows - These CSO’s limit the 
amount of stormwater that can 
be collected and reintroduced to 
the ground water due to the 
combined nature of the CSO’s.

1. Stream Daylighting brings to 
the surface previously piped and 
buried streams as well as sepa-
rating stormwater and sewage.
2. Rain Gardens and Bio-in�ltra-
tion Beds - Gardens of native 
plants that act as natural �lters 
for runo� and stormwater as well 
as creating an opportunity for 
this water to re enter the ground-
water.
3. Mill Creek Greenway Trail -
This project centers on ecological 
restoration along the Mill Creek. 
Stormwater management, public 
health and safety and �oodplain 
management, which lower the 
amount of, water entering the 
Mill Creek. 

Opportunities                     Constraints

1. Steep Slopes - are unsuitable 
for construction of wind turbines 
and/ or solar facilities.

1. Wind Turbine - Potential loca-
tion for deployment of a wind 
turbine as part of the proposed 
Cincinnati State campus.

2. Solar Energy - Prime location 
for the exploitation of solar 
energy through both passive 
solar design and photovoltaic 
panels.

Opportunities                     Constraints

Stormwater History

Green Connectivity

Slope Condition

Topography Condition

Crime Rate

Stormwater Condition

 With the creation of the Mill Creek Treatment plant in 1959 the 
combining of the wastewater and the stormwater, Combined 
Sewer Overows, was instigated. Before this the wastewater was 
being discharged into local waterways.

 As seen in the slope condition map, the steep slope is a one of 
key characteristics in this area. To get between North Fairmount 
and South Fairmount from English Woods, pedestrians and cyclists 
are forced to cross several hills.

 Principal roads have suitable sidewalks, but local and arterial 
roads have sidewalks in poor condition or no sidewalks at all. Fur-
thermore, most of the roads lie along the major axes of the valleys, 
connecting the east and west ends of these communities.

 Unfortunately, North Fairmont has the 3rd highest crime rate of 
any neighborhood in the city of Cincinnati. The rise in crime is con-
sistent with the area’s degree of abandonment and population de-
cline. The nature of the area also contributes to crime.

 Between South Fairmount, North Fairmount, and English 
Woods, there are existing many steep sloped areas. The steep 
slopes play a barrirer role in the communities. The character makes 
the neighborhoods to be pocket communities. 

 These areas are limited to the valleys and bases of hillsides 
where more stable soils and less elevation change is present. Un-
derstanding this relationship is important when surveying the ex-
isting environmental conditions in the watershed.
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Sustainable Connectivity

  North Fairmount once hosted a large 
population that traveled by foot.  Stairwells 
were built to accommodate the need for resi-
dents to get from one street to another where 
slopes were steep.  If the stairwells could be a 
way to increase walkability, which would 
create a healthier option for residents to use 
when commuting the over all the area.  
  North Fairmount is made up of several 
small pocket communities that exist with 
little to no connection to each other.  The 
steep sloped hillsides make it hard to imagine 
that each pocket community is part of the 
same community.  If possible connections are 
made by using upgraded sidewalk infrastruc-
ture, North Fairmount could become linked in 
a way that brings each pocket community to-
gether and allows residents to move freely 
throughout their entire neighborhood.  

Greenspace & Natural Areas

  Urban Garden Could satisfy LEED pre-
requisites for Smart Location and Linkage:
Smart location, Imperiled Species, Wetland 
and Water Body Conservation, Ag Land Con-
servation. Currently satis�es these criteria to 
become LEED area. Cincinnati State partner-
ship for urban farming program is still in early 
stages. Would fund and maintain farm.  
Would be a focus of work ensuring vitality of 
the farm. 
  Preserve land in a pristine state while at 
the same time curbing crime and crime net-
works by fencing o� area.  Potentially, to satis-
fy LEED pre-requisites for Smart Location and 
Linkage.
  Gold of planned green infrastructure is 
that remove dead end streets and return the 
land to nature, reducing crime opportunities 
and perceived trash dumps.

Stormwater Management

  North Fairmount, as with most of the 
city of Cincinnati’s communities, has small 
urban streams and creeks that have been 
piped underground to reduce the risk of 
�ooding and erosion. When examining the ef-
forts that have been recommended in the 
North Fairmount neighborhood plan, the mit-
igation of stormwater runo� into the Mill 
Creek through several projects is the most 
prominent idea being presented. 
   The stormwater component of the envi-
ronmental aspect of the neighborhood plan 
aims to reduce stormwater runo� and as a 
result of this, manages the current wastewa-
ter network more e�ciently. Through adher-
ing to the EPA’s consent decree guidelines 
any future project that is proposed will have 
metrics under which to accurately document 
the e�ect it will have on stormwater mitiga-
tion.   

Energy Generation & Consumption

  The goals of the Energy section of the 
plan are to increase the use and production 
of renewable forms of energy and to increase 
the e�ciency of energy use within our study 
area.  Measurable outcomes of the project 
goals include:

• The construction and successful operation 
of the proposed wind turbine.

• Increased deployment of rooftop solar 
panels in the study area.

• Increased numbers of homes and other 
structures in the study area that qualify for 
LEED certi�cation.
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Stairways Design                 Rain Gardens & Bio-In�ltration Beds Design      Nature Preserve Design
Stairways to be design in a way that encourages physical activity while activating an underutilized public space.  LED lights powered by solar energy ought to be used to deter crime and provide an inviting atmosphere.  For maintenance, a programing 
e�ort between the civic garden center planned in the English Woods area (top of stairs) and the East End Heritage School (bottom of stairs) to paint stair in a unique way and keep area free of debris.   
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