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RECONNAISSANCE

FAIRMOUNT COMMUNITY RENAISSANCE
[North Fairmount | South Fairmount | English Woods]

SOUTH FAIRMOUNT

NORTH FAIRMOUNT

ENGLISH WOODS

QUEEN CITY

HARRISON

BEEKM
A

N

S
P

R
IN

G
 G

R
O

V
E

HOPPLE

ST
AT

E

CARLL

WESTWOOD

WESTWOOD NORTHERN

C
U

M
M

IN
S

WESTERN HILLS

D
ALTO

N
M

CM
IL

LA
NHARRISON

¯

Vacant Buildings

Vacant Land Use

Buildings for Demo

City Owned

0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.80.1
Miles

Lunkenheimer Factory currently in a 
dilapidated state 

Future path of the Mill Creek Greenway 
Trail  

Current state of Metro Recycling locat-
ed along Beekman Ave.  

Housing stock along Queen’s Run   
Part of the Lunkenheuner Complex on 

Beekman Street
Midwest Texas building that sits along 

Beekman Street 

35+ Businesses exist in South Fair-
mount 

0 Businesses exist in English WoodsSF NF EW5+ Businesses exist South Fairmount 

Possibilities
Existing Businesses
Viewsheds
Proposed Mill Creek trail
Activity in community spaces
Neighborhood Charter Schools
MSD Lick Run Project
Connectivity from East to West (Downtown to community)
City’s Mobile Produce Vending Program
Commitment from CBI to implement a plan
Proximity to UC and Cincinnati State
State and Federal Funding for local economic development

Constraints
High vacancy rates
Steep/hilly topography (create physical barriers)
Blighted buildings with environmental hazards
Poor intra-connectivity
Low car ownership rates
Excessive through-tra�c
Noise pollution from trains
Lack of food accessibility
Large unmet retail demand (Fuel being the major exception)
Revenue losses to other NBDs in Cincinnati
Reluctance of businesses to move into the neighborhood
National economic trends
Negative perception of the neighborhoods
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Vision
To promote local economic development in North Fairmount, South Fairmount, and English Woods that is accessible and 
bene�cial to the current and future residents of the community without sti�ing the opportunity for future growth, innova-
tion, and community building. 

Existing Businesses
Few businesses exist to serve the local communtiy’s needs as there is no 
bank, grocery, pharmacy, etc.  However, the Hopple Street Neighborhood 
Health Center provides health services to surrounding residences.  Many 
of the businesses exist within the MSD Lick Run project or surrounding 
area.  Several businesses are auto-oriented, including fuel stations, me-
chanics, and car washes.  The dominant business type is industrial, vary-
ing in scope from waste management (Metro Recycling) to paper produc-
tion (Paper Products Company), to production of metal alloys and casting 
(Cinex Inc.)     

Vacancy, City Owned, and Demolitions Map
Within all three communities, there is a high level of vacancy in both 
lots and buildings.  This has been a result of the economic downturn 
that the area has su�ered.  These vacancies have ultimately led to a 
deteriorating building stock and a loss of neighborhood amenities 
and businesses available to the community.
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CONTEXT
NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESS DISTRICTS
FAIRMOUNT COMMUNITY RENAISSANCE
[North Fairmount | South Fairmount | English Woods]
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NBD COMPARISON IN CINCINNATI

NBD

NBD

NBD 1& 1B

EXAMPLES

- Oakley NBD
- Ludlow NBD
- Carthage NBD
- Bond Hill NBD
- College Hill NBD

EXAMPLES

- Northside NBD
- Walnut Hills NBD
- Camp Washington NBD
- Clifton NBD
- Madisonville NBD

EXAMPLES

- NBD Phase 1
- NBD Phase 1b
- NBD Phase 2 NBD 2
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PROPOSED MILL CREEK TRAIL

PROPOSED MILL CREEK TRAIL LANDMARK STOP

RESULTING MOVEMENTS

PRIORITY BUSINESS DISTRICT SITES

“MICRO-NEIGHBORHOOD”

NBD Phase 1

as groceries, dry cleaning, farmers markets, among others.  

nature of these services which are still absent in the commu-
nity. In addition, by promoting live-work spaces, the team is 
able to utilize the large space industrial buildings (such as 
the Lunkenheimer Complex), which have received little in-
vestment and lie in continuous decay. Furthermore, the lo-
cation provides accessibility to North Fairmount and English 
Woods and takes advantage of the Lick Run Project and 
future Mill Creek Greenway Trail.
NBD Phase 1B

(e.g. ice cream shops) and housing. The rationale for this 

to the park and at the same time provide avenue for ex-
panding the economic activities that may be needed due to 
increase demand for business space and people.  
NBD Phase 2

Street Viaduct.  The main factor considered here is the po-
tential of developing a gateway and utilizing the viewshed 
at that intersection to develop pass-through businesses.  

Comparison to Other NBDs
-

tersection of “Main and Main” or along major arterial roads. The large barrier of the Mill Creek and railroad yards means that any development on the 
edge of the neighborhood will decrease its market share and reasonable walking distance from residents’ homes to the businesses. It is thus important 
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GOAL 1: Attract consumers and visitors from outside the 
neighborhood 
Subgoal 1: Aesthetic appeal
Ensure the area appears inviting to passers-by.  Improvements to streets-
capes and building facades will make visitors feel welcomed.
Subgoal 2: Mitigate connectivity issues
It is not only important for residents to readily access the NBD but that em-

GOAL 2:  Attract and retain businesses
Subgoal 1: Light Industrial
Light Industry can provide employment opportunities for residents who 
may lack previous job experience. 
Subgoal 2: Maintain and relocate existing businesses
Whenever possible, existing businesses should be retained.  The Lick Run 

-
cate these businesses within the NBD. 
Subgoal 3: Leverage commuter spending potential

spend time and money in the neighborhoods.  
Subgoal 4: Live/Work businesses
Live/Work businesses allow creative types and entrepreneurial business 
owners to live in and/or near the space where they work, produce, etc. 

GOAL 3: Provide essential retail services and amenities
Subgoal 1: Retail opportunities
Area should have access to a bank, pharmacy, grocery store, convenience 
store, clothier, dry cleaner, etc.  
Subgoal 2: Food retail opportunities
Neighborhoods lie in a “food desert” so it is important to obtain a grocer in 
the community (ie: supermarket)
Subgoal 3: Community services
NBDs should aim to provide services like job training, employment centers, 
childcare, and other necessary services.

-
tive business district and address both internal and external access to potential NBDs. 

NBD
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PREFERRED PLAN
NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESS DISTRICTS
FAIRMOUNT COMMUNITY RENAISSANCE
[North Fairmount | South Fairmount | English Woods]

The Lunkenheimer District

The Queen’s Run District

The Fairgate District

N
BD

 P
ha

se
 1

N
BD

 P
ha

se
 1

B
N

BD
 P

ha
se

 2

Since the study area has seen decades of disinvestment, the three NBDs should 
be developed in phases and the next phase should only commence once the 
preceding phase is deemed “successful.”  Having weighed speci�c options for 
each NBD, the following is a description for each area. In order to begin de�ning 
these areas geographically and psychologically with residents and visitors alike, 
the three NBDs have been renamed to re�ect a prominent characteristic or land-
mark that highlights the area.

The Lunkenheimer District will serve as the lynchpin of economic activity for North and South Fairmount and will 
be the �rst connection to the MSD project. The Lunkenheimer District, and particularly the eponymous Lunken-
heimer building, can be viewed from select areas of neighboring communities of downtown Cincinnati and runs 
along the Mill Creek, making it an opportunity for prime real estate.  This area also has large �oor plate buildings, 
many of which sit vacant or semi-vacant and can be utilized for a variety of business opportunities. 

The development of the Queen’s Run District relies on the success of the Lick Run Project, the development and success of the Lunkenheimer District, and 
the successful improvements to the gateways into the neighborhood. The Queen’s Run District sits directly across from the Lick Run Project. Capitalizing on 
the Lick Run Project is a top priority, so it might have made sense to start with this area �rst. However, the accessibility to the NBD by both South and North 
Fairmount along with the ability to locate more residents, employers, and jobs was decidedly the top priority in formulating this plan. If the Lick Run project 
is successful, the private market should target this area �rst and thus, should not need an in�ux of public investment, but some long-term visioning. 

The location of the Fairgate District capitalizes on the through-tra�c that exists from people commuting west-east via the Hopple Street Viaduct as well as 
the Hopple Street Neighborhood Health Clinic that is already an asset to the neighborhood. By focusing development on the intersection of Beekman and 
Hopple Street, commuters can be drawn down Beekman Street to the Lick Run project and the Lunkenheimer District. The Fairgate District will have less in-
tense development than the other NBDs but will have signi�cant improvements in its gateway and existing businesses to cater to current residents.
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