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Abstract:

The goal of the transit oriented development at the corner of Montgomery Road and Dana Avenue along 
the Wasson Way Trail is to create development that has a mixture of uses such as apartments, town houses, 
and row houses as well as retail, restaurants, and entertainment that will be pedestrian oriented. There will 
be wide sidewalks and numerous street crossings that will give pedestrians the right-of-way over automo-
biles. Also to create new green spaces with walking paths, a gazebo, and a small amphitheater that will cre-
ate a new identity for the Evanston Neighborhood. Although the area is oriented around pedestrians first 
and foremost there will still be two structured parking garages as well as dispersed surface parking through 
the retail area. Along with the new green space there will also be plaza spaces within the retail area. These 
plaza areas will allow pedestrians to gather outside with the availability of permanent furniture between the 
retail, restaurants, and entertainment and will create a better pedestrian atmosphere. The goal of these new 
public spaces is to create a new identity within the Evanston neighborhood and not only be a benefit to the 
transit oriented development at the corner of Montgomery Road and Dana Avenue but also benefit adjacent 
University Station and The Evanston Neighborhood Business District.

Primary Project Image:
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Proposed New Development
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The Transit Oriented Development in Evanston at the corner of Montgomery Road and Dana Avenue have 
a variety of housing types within the area, the first are apartments in the three western buildings of the site. 
These buildings are the densest on the site because they are the tallest standing at four stories. The first floor 
of these buildings are retail and the top three floors are residential apartments. There are 139 two bedroom 
apartments within these three buildings and have 133,500 total square feet of residential space. The design 
of these buildings should be a traditional style and blend in well with the surrounding neighborhood, a 
precedent example for this mixed use development within the site is Livermore Village in Livermore, CA 
which is a mixed-use transit oriented development project that has retail on the first floor and apartments 
above. The project is also is pedestrian oriented with green space medians that would also be used for Evan-
ston mixed use development.
The retail area of the site are (4) one story buildings located on the east end of the site that are surrounded 
by structured parking as well as plaza space which makes this are of the site the most desirable are for retail 
only space. The four buildings combined provide 66,850 total square feet of retail space in prime location 
between the structured parking, Wasson Way trail, and allow for pedestrian access. The precedent example 
for this development is  Mashpee Commons, MA which was a converted strip mall that is now a pedestrian 
friendly town center with a variety of uses. The design is focused more on pedestrians than automobiles and 
the building design are accurate to the area, and if were followed for this project would contribute to the 
goal of the transit oriented development.
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Street Section of Mixed Use Area

Mashpee Commons, MALivermore Village, CA

http://www.livablecities.org/awards/2007-mixed-use-design-awards http://www.tndtownpaper.com/Volume9/mashpee.jpg
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Although the goal of the retail area of the transit oriented development in Evanston on the corner of Mont-
gomery Road and Dana Avenue is to create a pedestrian oriented space, there has to be a certain amount of 
parking provided for the retail, restaurants, and entertainment as well as the apartments in the mixed use 
buildings. The City of Cincinnati requires one parking space for 250 square feet of retail, and one parking 
space for every 150 square feet of restaurants. Also one parking space for every apartment unit; however, 
they do allow these figures to be cut in half when developing a transit oriented development. To provide 
for this parking need there will be dispersed surface parking through the area that will provide 140 parking 
spaces. There will also be two parking garages that provide an additional 230 spaces. To allow access for au-
tomobiles into the retail space of the transit oriented development there are three access points along Dana 
Avenue that provide access to the site. This will provide the needs required by the City of Cincinnati for 
Parking but since a majority of it is structured will condense the parking to two small areas and allow more 
room for pedestrians to move through the site.
At the northern edge of the transit oriented development, north of the Wasson Way Trail are (9) two story 
town houses that have three units per building and 27 units total. There is clustered surface parking to pro-
vide for 14 spaces needed for these 27 units, the parking is clustered to allow for more green space and each 
building has close proximity to the trail and has a view of the trail as well. A precedent design for these town 
houses are the Freemont6 Town Houses in Seattle Washington. They have three units per building as well as 
green space between the buildings.
At the southern edge of the transit oriented development, south of Dana Avenue are (3) three story row 
house buildings that have 31 total units. These buildings will not only bring more people near the transit 
oriented development but will also replace the abandoned and dilapidated housing along Dana Avenue and 
create a new identity along this street. These row houses have easy access to the retail area as well as the 
Wasson Way Trail. The precedent design for the row houses are the Capitol Hill Row Houses in Geneva, NE. 
These traditional style row houses are the correct size and style that would fit in well with the surrounding 
neighborhood but would also create a new look along Dana Avenue to replace the current underused hous-
ing.
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Capitol Hill Row Houses: Geneva, NE

Freemont6 Town Houses: Seattle WA

http://seattlecondosandlofts.com/tag/seattle-townhomes

http://dc.urbanturf.com/articles/blog/best_new_listings_capitol_hill_row_house_logan_circle_stu-
dio_cleveland_park/4513
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To the north of the Wasson Way Trail there are town houses as mentioned above but also most of this space 
is dedicated to green space. There are two areas of green space the first being public green space which is 
located centrally as a pedestrian would cross over the Wasson Way Trail. There are walking trails and trees 
that lead the pedestrian to a gazebo are that is centered within the green space site. Following the walking 
path east there is a small amphitheater area will a small seating area. Also there is other green space allocat-
ed for small groups and gatherings on the grass. The precedent design for this public green space area is the 
Pyralisk Arts Park in Montpelier, Vermont. This amphitheater and walking path area is designed to allow 
for people to enjoy a small concert in the amphitheater area but also allows for small gatherings in the other 
allocated green space and has a walking path surrounding this, which is similar to the proposed design for 
the transit oriented development.
Along with the public green space near the town home areas are semi-private green space areas that are 
walking paths with trees and greenery that are designated to allow for the people moving within the town 
houses to move throughout the transit oriented development. This is not to say however, that the public 
would be restricted from using these walking paths and seeing the greenery but the majority of the use 
would be by the residents of the town houses either moving to the parking area or connecting to the Was-
son Way Trail. The precedent design for this semi-private green space is the Livingston Campus Open Space 
at Rutgers University. This space is semi-private to the campus and is located between residential buildings. 
The main purpose of the paths are to allow for students to move between buildings and be connected to 
other parts of the campus. The design is similar to the proposed design at the transit oriented development 
and would serve a similar purpose.
The transit oriented development in Evanston at the corner of Montgomery Road and Dana Avenue would 
not only replace an underused area of the neighborhood but would also create a new identity for this area, 
and create greater activity along the Wasson Way Trail. The mixture of uses and density would create new 
activity for the trail as well as adjacent developments. The pedestrian oriented design would allow people to 
feel opportunity to move freely within the space and also be open to more forms of alternative transit pro-
vided by the Wasson Way Trail. 
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Livingston Campus Open Space: 
Rutgers University

Pyralisk Arts Park: Montpelier,VT

http://acochran.com/rutgers-university-livingston-campus-open-space-
design-guidelines http://www.vermontbiz.com/news/february/william-maclay-architects-wins-vt-asla-open-space-award
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Perspective View
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