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Apstract:

The Wooster Pike business district is a unique strip of land offering amenities ranging from a big box gro-
cery store to a sand volleyball recreational complex for its nearby neighborhood of Mariemont.  While the 
site does provide the basic amenities the center of the site lacks in character and functionality.  These two 
sites in particular include a public school system bus maintenance garage and a used car dealership.  With 
this project’s vision, these properties will be redeveloped to expand upon the already unique character 
the eastern end of the Wasson Way Trail holds with Hahana Beach sand volleyball and 50 West Brewery.  
This site was chosen because of its feasibility and opportunity to attract people with the intent to park-n-
ride due to its close proximity to the Little Miami Trail and Ohio River Trail.  

In addition to the expansion of the entertainment district this area also provides a unique opportunity to 
revitalize an old industrial steam plant.  Located just to the southeast of the neighborhood of Mariemont, 
this proposal will provide incentives to renovate and reimagine the existing plant to be used for a visitor’s 
center and possibly a few seasonal businesses such as a bike shop and/or coffee shop.

Framework Diagram
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Report 

The far eastern section of the Wasson Way Trail ends in Mariemont.  For those who are unfamiliar with 
the town of Mariemont it was founded in the 1920’s by Mary Emery and has the character of Norman and 
Georgian styles of architecture.  Mariemont is well known for its early urban planning and design layout 
and can be found in multiple scholarly texts.  For purposes of this Wasson Way project, proposed options 
and designs were carefully thought out in respect for the community members of Mariemont.  While most 
of the feedback from the community was positive there was also some negative feedback from residents 
who were concerned that the trail would bring unwanted activity with the younger generation.  This is un-
derstandable because most of the people who live in Mariemont probably moved there for its reputation 
of being a nice, quaint, and conservative neighborhood. 

The framework diagram shows my design proposals along with some view points and additional trail con-
nection point that should be made across the trail.  I have proposed 5 locations for entrance and exit from 
Wasson Way expanding throughout the line.  I also want to take advantage of the scenic views this unique 
site holds with its drastic changes in elevation.  Finally, I will have two separate designated locations for 
my design project.  These include the “Steam Plant” and “Entertainment District” which will be explained 
in more detail later.  

Beginning with the Steam Plant, we had come across an abandoned building located right along the Little 
Miami River.  This was a very large building, which was boarded up, and that we later found out serviced 
coal to the town of Mariemont.  With a new development directly to its east and a 90-foot incline directly 
behind it, this site is hidden and very difficult to get to.  On the positive side, the building is fairly large 
and due to four rail lines separating the building from the Little Miami River, it provides plenty of frontage 
space where Wasson Way will cross through.  There are numerous examples of useful buildings servic-
ing bike paths.  In particular there are a few examples along our very own Little Miami Trail. (Shown Next 
Page) 
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Total Square Footage:
5,400 Sq Ft

Parking:
92 Site Section
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Both of these locations are visitor’s centers along the Little Miami Trail.  Now, because the steam plant 
building is so large I would like to propose the possibility of a few additional seasonal shops such as a bike 
shop and/or coffee shop.  I think these would have to be seasonal because of its disconnect from the only 
main road being Wooster Pike.  This site would only service the trail and the trail only.  Around the steam 
plant, there will also be parking for anyone who would want to park-n-ride.  

The reason a park-n-ride facility was proposed for this site is because of the close proximity to other trails 
in the area.  I will be using this argument to support the next phase of my design project being the Enter-
tainment District.  Even though the Wasson Way Trail ends at the eastern end of my site it will dead end 
into the Little Miami Trail.  Not only could you travel on your bike for miles up the Little Miami trail but the 
Ohio Rive Trail has future plans to connect itself to this exact location as well.  What this means is, if you 
would choose to park-n-ride to this location you could potentially ride your bike for miles in any direction 
of your pleasing. (Shown Below)
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The second part of my proposed design project will hold the most influence.  This to be “Entertainment 
District” was conceived around the idea of building upon the current area’s unique character.  Like what 
was stated earlier, this location (far eastern end of the Wasson Way corridor) is only the beginning of 
future possibilities. Connections to other trails branching in all directions provide options for riders and at 
this crucial cross roads of trails I want to provide even more options for business.  The two parcels of land 
that I will be developing on currently hold a city school bus maintenance garage and a used car dealership.  
Both of these locations are by far the most underutilized and visually distracting properties on Wooster 
Pike’s business district.  The two most influential businesses are located directly to its east (Hahana Beach 
sand volleyball and 50 West Brewery).  By building upon these properties and providing riders with even 
more recreational/fun activities to do this area could become an epicenter for all riders in the area.  

As for the design of this chunk of land I have provided three different schemes of design ideas that I 
thought could utilize the land accordingly (shown on the next page).  As a group, we figured option B 
would serve our idea to build around public/private spaces most efficiently.  This idea of public/private 
relationships concerning land barriers was crucial for this design plan.  I not only wanted the businesses to 
be attractive from Wooster Pike but Wasson Way as well.  These businesses will be developed around the 
idea of attracting both commuters and riders from all angles of the development.  While designing around 
this concept it was important to make sure things such as landscaping along these areas and defined lines 
of what is public space and what is private spaced is blurred.  For instance having the south end of the 
development facing the trail will have nice landscaping with a wall providing an attractive entrance into 
this development.  Even though it may seem like a private space this center of all the buildings will be a 
multi-use public space for riders wanting to take a breather, enjoy a drink or two, or simply do some shop-
ping.  In some instances I thought this public space would serve well to accommodate small concerts at-
tractions on the weekends.  On either side of this development I have shown two locations designated for 
restaurant space.  I found the neighborhood of Mariemont to be lacking in any sort of fine dining which 
surprised me considering the demographic of the area.  Typically older and middle to high income people 
tend to eat out but where are they going.  I think by providing a few locations for new dining spots would 
serve this area accordingly.  As you can see in the site plan, each of these areas will have outdoor patio 
areas.  These patios would be perfect for those summer nights during concerts or other entertainment 
venues so customers can enjoy the show while having the luxury of being served at a table.  This is anoth-
er instance of how these public/private spaces can be blurred.  The other sections of the development will 
be two stories with small retail along the bottom and mixed-use office space above.  Not too much space 
to distract from the idea theme of the area but just enough to bring in some added income.  Below are 
some existing photos of the site and surrounding businesses with a few examples of design inspirations.
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50 West Brewery - Cincinnati, OH
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Total Square Footage:
56,000 Sq Ft
Parking:
New Development - 94
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