Planner Alex Krieger places some cautionary signposts

in September, the isaders of the Congrass for the New Urbanism
invited a panst of key academicians to a closed debale. Having
caplured the public’s imagination, made allies in fhe press, and
{nearly} won over mainstream organizations such as the Urkay
tand inglifute, and even {he U8, Department of Mousing and Urban
Developmaent, the founders {as the original New Urbanisis refer lo
sach other) have turned their alisntion {o the design acaderny. It
sppears that fhe studenis and facully of schools of architeciure have
began sfow {o adapt the logic—or ingvilabilily, as supporiers imply—
f New Urbanism. 4nd so, fed by the historian Colin Rowe, a

aoup of eduralors—some disbelisvers and others cavtiously
sympathelic—embarksd lo Seaside, Floridz {above}, to Jearn about
and offer perspective an the New Urbanismn movement. {A second,
sublic debale will be peld nexd March al Harvard Universify’s
Sraduafe School of Design.}

The founders are avulsly awars of the reservalions being raised
shoul New Urbanism. As is the norm among those who belisve that
hey have uncovered 3 bruth and intend lo gel olhers fo agres, a

[ alion of hubris and insecurily emerged af the debate, Dne
' o internal struggle belween resolute convictions and openness

‘coptions; betwesn the use of iraditional architectural imagery as

gn the road 1o New Urhanism.

polemical device, ar viewing if as a necessary esthetic for eyahing
communily; whelher {o achieve principles through infivence or
regulstion; whether the encouragement of design excelience
should be a priorily. Thers are deager rifls, for example, as to
whelher Parfland, Qregon, and iis growth boundary, or Orange
County, California’s maluring subyrban fattice iz the destiny of
American urbanizalion,

New Urbanism supporters used considerabife effort up front
to bluni the sxpecied critiques: thal New Urbanism is, in application,
3 form of new suburbanism, thal ifs primary appeal is through
nosialyia, thal if advances s reas-guard architectural esthelic,
and that there is nothing new, or even urban, about if. Setling the
stage forlhe crilicisms was the author's address to the assembied

[
architecture bas invited the New Urbanist pairiarch Andres Duany
{orespond inour December jssue.

‘ha New Urbanism movement is impressive, powerful, growing,
and greal, but perhaps not quite as graat as you, its founders,
ciabm it to be, Lighten up. Enou H-cungratulatory
testimoendals. You are practizaily the establishment now. One of
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settiements. Minimiziag redundancy is the first step towards
sustainability and good uranism,

Sorme nut on & recent Nightline review of New Urbanism argued
that the movement must be the oity’s revengs on the suburb, in
ordser to make the suburb a3 congested, pothuied, and crime-ridden
as the city. My own worry is the apposite. | §o not want New
Urbanism to be the suburhs’ revenge upon the city, 8t a point when
Asmnerican cities are trying (o make one of their halting comebacks,

Public opinion is changing, and tha rele of New Urbanism has
baen inv”uabie Trere arg, regulaciy, good storiss sbout cities in

the popular press. A recent Bosfon Giobe article aciually referred

1o the cachet cf a city 2ip code, This is remarkable given several
gensrations of the portrayal of the American city—and especiaily
of the inner city—in terms of crisis, demise, pathoingy, bilght,
alienation, and ongoing diginvestment.

Despite this legacy there appear io be a broad set of economie,
sunial, and coitural forces now, again, aligned on behalf of urban
{ife, These include: the exposure of the disadvardages of aprawl;
the sheer boredom with suburbia expressed by the now-aduit
children of suburban-aspiring baky hoomaers; the saturation of
some suburban markels and the uncovering of untapped marketls
{and disposable income) amung urban dwellers, including these in
disadvantaged neighborhoods; the reappearance of expressed
sthnicity, for example, street life in same neighborhoods of LA
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wature of employment opportunities—in the areas
!fpgg sarvices and management, new media,
roh, international trads, hospitality, and

~many of which are atiracied to urban locations;
the acknowledgmant of more than one type of family structure,
zod different dweliing preforences across longer Hves; a hetterr
sducatad population sesking dgiversity and stimulation;the risg of
an ethic of conservation; the search tor community and placess 2
reaction to subu’ban alienation, as well as & new king of isolation

caused by the ubiguily of slectronic communication,

Even il New Urban,sm is respansible for thess enlightenmants

ou may fail to s2e the fulf potential of this genarational recal-
b sation, This is my two {urban) ships passing in the night night~
mare: the popularity of a new urbanism inpeding the rebounding
of seme old wrbanism——oid not in appearance, but In location.

Americe, one hopes, may at the turs of this century be ready {o
& less singular moedel of the “good Hife,” at leastas that life is
situated in settings advertised as desirable. Jump onte this large
bandwagon. Bul do not at this propiticus moment constrict the

ossibilities of what constitutes urbhanism. Alex Kricger
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