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The Niehoff  Urban Studio is a place for the university led, but 
community driven investigation of  urban issues for the benefit 
of  Cincinnati and other urban centers. It is a place where Univer-
sity and non-university participants can come to participate in 
educational classes, events, symposia, and exhibits that explore 
these urban issues. 

The Niehoff  Urban Studio is a unique and innovative off-campus 
classroom in which an interdisciplinary group of  university stu-
dents and faculty can interact with community stakeholders to 
study and experience, first-hand all aspects of  the urban issues 
relevant to the center city.

The work of  the Niehoff  Urban Studio is intended to have a tan-
gible impact on the urban problems under  consideration and will 
contribute to the body of  knowledge of  research in this area.

Research on Urban Issues: Students and faculty engage in 
academic research on specific urban issues and topics.

Applied Research for Design Projects: Interdisciplinary 
teams of  students explore, develop, and recommend strategies 
and design solutions to address specific urban problems.

Community Development and Service Learning: Faculty 
and students work with community groups and stakeholders to 
collaborate on strategies and design proposals that have a timely 
and tangible impact.

Public Education: Public symposia, presentations and exhibits 
are sponsored to provide a forum for public discussion of  urban 
planning, design, and quality of  life issues for the urban center. 

THE NIEHOFF URBAN STUDIO

MISSION

OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES



GREAT STREETS AND GATEWAYS

 The Niehoff  Urban Studio is a unique interdisciplinary initiative under-
taken to address urban issues that challenge the quality of  life in Cincinnati. The stu-
dio endeavors to engage the community in an urban problem solving effort. During a 
two year cycle, students, faculty, community members, and city officials collaborate on 
analyzing a specific topic related to urban design and community development in Cin-
cinnati.
 The “Great Streets and Gateways” concept describes a “multidisci-
plinary approach to corridor improvement comprising public realm investments, stra-
tegic land use plans, public safety strategies, and economic development assistance” 
originating from an initiative of  the District of  Columbia.
 Locally the theme of  the 2008-2010 Niehoff  Studio cycle is informed by findings 
of  the Growth and Opportunities Plan for the City of  Cincinnati 
(GO Cincinnati) completed in January 2008 and sponsored by the Cincinnati USA 
Regional Chamber and the City of  Cincinnati. Coursework during the first year of  
the cycle (from fall 2008 to spring 2009) applied the study’s economic development 
strategies to the Hopple Street - Martin Luther King Drive - Madison Road corridor from 
Camp Washington to Madisonville in Cincinnati (referred to as the MLK-Madison corri-
dor). Using a “place-based” approach, students analyzed and produced proposals for 
the corridor as a whole as well as particular development areas along it.
  In the fall quarter 2008, students of  urban planning, civil engineering, 
transportation engineering, environmental engineering, and structural engineering 
collaborated on analyzing and producing urban design recommendations for two focus 
areas: the MLK-Madison corridor as a whole and the neighborhood of  Camp 
Washington.
 During the winter 2009, students of  urban planning, architecture, civil engi-
neering, transportation engineering, environmental engineering, structural engineer-



ing, and political science formed interdisciplinary teams that focused on the analysis, 
urban design, and implementation strategies for the neighborhood of Madisonville, 
at the northeast end of  the MLK-Madison corridor.
 In the spring quarter 2009 different aspects of  Great Streets and 
Gateways were addressed in three courses. The Niehoff  Studio, formed by gradu-
ate students in Architecture, focused on proposals for the Milacron Site along the 
MLK-Madison Corridor. Civil, transportation, environmental, and structural engineer-
ing students completed their capstone priojects with proposals for the improvement of  
Madison Road, Red Bank Expressway, the Nutone Site, the Little 
Duck Creek Corridor, and the Stormwater Infrastructure in Madison-
ville. Finally, students from a wide range of  disciplines worked on the analysis of  urban 
issues based on methodologies and theories discussed during the seminar “Urban-
ism: Observing the City.”
 During the second year of  the cycle (from fall 2009 to spring 2010), the focus 
of  research, analysis, and proposals switched from the MLK-Madison corridor - a major 
east-west corridor, to the two major north-south corridors within the Cincinnati region: 
the Interstates 71 and 75. Students were asked to consider the impact of  pro-
posed highway improvements and city plans, such as the Uptown Transporta-
tion Study and Revive I-75, on abutting neighborhood development. They fo-
cused their work on the neighborhoods of  Avondale, Walnut Hills, Camp Washington, 
Northside, South Cumminsville, Spring Grove Village, and Downtown.
 In the fall quarter 2009, students of  architecture, urban planning, civil en-
gineering, transportation engineering, environmental engineering, and structural en-
gineering started the process of  research and analysis of  the neighborhoods 
along the I-71 and I-75 corridors. After a preliminary process that involved extensive 
research on issues pertinent to the study areas, investigation of  best-practices imple-
mented around the world, and analysis of  existing conditions, students were able to 
produce framework plans, urban design proposals, and implementation strategies for 
the neighborhoods of  Avondale, Walnut Hills, Camp Washington, Northside, South Cum-
minsville, and Spring Grove Village.
 In the winter quarter 2010 students continued the work started in fall 2009. 
Responding to the input of  community members as well as the analyses and proposals devel-

oped by Urban Design Associates during the City sponsored charrette process 
for the Revive I-75 plan, students were able to improve and build upon the framework plans 
produced in the previous quarter. In addition to the neighborhoods of  Avondale, Walnut Hills, 
Camp Washington, Northside, South Cumminsville, and Spring Grove Village, several students 
worked on projects for the Downtown area - including urban design and implementation strat-

egies for the proposed Casino site. Students of  Political Science contributed to the work 
of  architects, planners, and engineers by providing insights from a political and policy making 
angle.
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