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Mill Creek bike path inches toward eaIity
 
By Gaan TIU 
qtruQttg@t1IqWirer.com 

A planned trail along the 
Mill Creek landed another 
$500,000 this week, a reassur
ing step forward for what offi
cials are calling "no ordinary 
bike path." 

The trail, once finished, 
will be more of an expressway 
- running 13.5 miles through 
the heart of the city's west 
side into Cincinnati's down
town, according to officials 

with the Mill Creek Restora
tion Project, which got the 
grant 

From those looking for a 
cheaper commute to the 
health<onscious walking to 
the grocery store, the trail is 
envisioned to be a lush back
route for the fast-expanding 
biker and green-friendly com
munity. 

Irs a $24 million endeavor 
that will not only tum the Mill 
Creek corridor into an attrac
tion, but prove to be a good 

business investment for the 
city and county, says Robin 
Corathers, executive director 
of the project_ 

MCRP paid a little over 
Sl,OOO for a study last month 
that found the trail would cre
ate at least 445 jobs and pour 
about $54 million back into 
the economy. 

The study by the Applied 
Economic Research Institute 
at the University of Cincinnati 
estimates the project will cre
ate about 184 jobs for the con
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Mentally challenged teens learn how to live on their 
own in a Lakota School District program that fea
tures a full-sized replica of an apartment house. 

struction of the trail, plus 75 
indirect jobs from the rising 
need for supplies, and.anoth
er 187 induced jobs, which es
sentially means employment 
trickled down from the mon
ey spent by projed employees 
and suppliers. 

"TI1.ere's a real economic 
impact here if we can create 
this trail and greenway and a 
real opportunity in the long 
term to reclaim this corridor 
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and make it a far stronger as
set for this community than it 
has been," said David Pepper, 
Hamilton County commis
sioner. "It's no secret that 
these communities have 
struggled. This is a great step 
in the right direction." 

The proposed greenway 

,·sed 13.5
trail will run from the Hamil
ton County Fairgrounds in 
Carthage, through Wmton 
Hills, Clifton, Spring Grove 
Village, Northside, South 
Cumminsville, MiilvaIe, En
glish Woods, North Fair
mount, Ulwer Price Hill, and 
to the Ohio River, where itwill 
connect to a future Central Ri
verfront Park and Ohio River 

ile bike 'traillands anoth $500,000
 
Trail. Spring Grove Village to the extension of the trail. COD completed and how long it 

"It's something that's need Mill Creek RQad bridge in struction for that isn't expect takes hinges on the availabili
ed," Corathers said. '1 think South Cumminsville.l'he first ed to start until the spring and ty of government grants and 
the bicycle community is get 0.6 mile will be in place by the will likely run through the donations. Ideally, Corathers 
ting stronger and stronger ev end of the month, Corathers summer. said, she'd like to see it all in 
ery year." said, and a public dedication Hamilton County commis place in five years. 

The project has already is planned for November. sioners have agreed to help "I know that's an ambitious 
started constructing part of a Meanwhile, the Clean keep the project alive by ap schedule, but we've done the 
3.4-mile trail - which will cost Ohio Trail Fund awarded the plying for federal stimulus homework," she said. "One 
about $6.15 million total- that project S5OO,OOO on Thursday funds_ way or another, we'll get it 
will run trom Salway Park in to help fund the next O.9-mile Whether the project can be built." 


