“Team 100” Tool – Generic Letter

Details: This letter was written as a tool to help you share 1819 with your friends, family, colleagues and others. Use this template letter as is, or personalize it, and share it with your network of UC alumni in whatever way you are most comfortable (mail, e-mail, Facebook, LinkedIN, etc.)
Dear _____________:

I’m writing you, Bearcat to Bearcat, on a matter of great importance to the University of Cincinnati.

As proud alumni, we all want UC to become even greater. After all, as its national reputation rises, so does the value of our degrees. Many terrific things are happening at UC these days, yet there’s one important area where only we can help. As a fellow alum, I’m asking for your help. Don’t worry — it’s easy.

Part of the criteria for U.S. News & World Report’s national college rankings is the percentage of alumni who donate each year (in any amount) to support their alma mater. On this metric, UC trails most of our Big East peers and many other nearby schools, having recorded an alumni giving rate of only 11% last year. As alumni who owe a great deal to the role UC has played in our lives, we have the ability and responsibility to make a big difference in this area.

There’s a new initiative called 1819, in honor of UC’s founding year. It asks alumni who may not have given to UC recently or ever to donate $18.19. Such a gift is within everyone’s reach, and we all benefit from it.

Think of how our lives would be different without our UC education and experience. If you feel called to give back, 1819 is a great way to do so.

Please join me in this crucial effort. If you haven’t given to UC during the past year, go to www.uc.edu/1819 to make your gift. More importantly, help me pass the word within your own UC network by forwarding this letter on to others who can help advance the university in this special way. 
Let me know if you have any questions. Thanks, in advance, for your support and of course, go Bearcats!

Sincerely,
