
Leisan Smith, Christina Brown, Sean 

Walton and Latoya Everett were 
also joined by current student lead-

ers Mario Shaw and Ajanti George. 
Mario and Ajanti were fortunate to 
join this esteemed team of AACRC 

historians, as they represented the 
Black student leadership on cam-
pus.  

 20th Anniversary 
Panel Discussion and 

Reception  
 

¢ǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ 
anniversary celebrations, the 
Tafrija (reception) and the Miku-

tano (discussions), were proven 
to be welcoming extensions of 

gratitude from the AACRC staff, 
the community and the stu-
dents.  

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜέΚ 
This familiar AACRC slogan,  
echoed by the reigning Ms. 

Kuamka Sophia Calloway, com-
menced the atmosphere for the 

event.  As anticipated, the panel 
discussion was to become an in-
depth and interactive conversa-

ǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ 
Sophia, along with Mr. Kuamka 

Keenen Muall, presented the 
official student welcome and 
served as the program hosts. 

An outstanding display of hom-

age highlighted an informative 
discussion, as some of the key 

leaders of the African American 
/ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ нл 
year existence were featured. The 

aim of the program did not let the 
audience down, as the guests in-
spired the current and upcoming 

student leaders to strive to further 
their footsteps. The panelists, who 

forever  imprinted Black history on 
this campus, were comprised of 
various UC alums. Reggie Brazzile, 

Cecily Goode, Dr. Nicole Ausmer, 

The AACRC Celebrates 20 years!  
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Come visit the 

African American  

Cultural and Resource 

Center 

60 West Charlton St. 

 

 

 

 

The AACRC honors Dr. Fred Hord 
 
¢ƘŜ !!/w/ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ¦/Ωǎ 
premier Black student leaders traveled to 
Wright State University to attend the As-
sociation of Black Cultural Centers Con-
ŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇΩǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǿŀǎ 
the AACRC presentation to  the ABCC 
founder Dr. Fred Hord. Dr. Hord, who cur-
rently serves as the Professor and Chair 
of Black Studies at Knox College located 
in Galesburg, Illinois, was acknowledged 
for his leadership and vision of the ABCC. 
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AACRC and EPS Hosts òLost Boys of Sudanó 
ά¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŀǊ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΤ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŀǊ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ 

ȅƻǳΦέ ςBol Aweng 
 The University of Cincin-
nati highlighted International Edu-
cation Week with keynote speaker 
Bol Aweng, one of the 35,000 so 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά[ƻǎǘ .ƻȅǎέ ǿƘƻ ŦƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
homes in southern Sudan during 
the second Sudanese War. The 
program began with a beautiful 
introduction delivered by AACRC 
program coordinator, Patrice N. 
Barnes, who presented to the di-
verse audience a background of 
the speaker. Bol Aweng ap-
proached the microphone and was 
greeted by an African call by fellow 
African students in the crowd. άLŦ L 
were to tell you everything that 
happened to me, it would take 
ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊέ Bol Aweng began as he 
told his heart-felt story to an at-
tentive audience. His homeland of 
Sudan has been in war for three 
decades but other wars in differ-
ent countries overshadowed this 
genocide. One day, 6 year old Bol 
was in his yard with his cattle 
when he heard gunshots and 
bombing. His village was under 
attack and he ran off, leaving be-
hind his family and childhood. He 
and other boys left the village and 
started heading towards Ethiopia. 
On this journey they were ap-
proached by lions and other wild 
animals and would get in groups 
and make loud noise to fend them 
off or climb trees to escape possi-
ōƭŜ ƘŀǊƳΦ άThe only thing that 
kept us going was determination 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜέΦ They had no 
food and were forced to eat 
leaves, fruits, and roots around 

them resulting in the death 
of many of the boys from 
eating poisonous food. They 
arrived to Ethiopia, where 
they were safe for 4 years 
until a civil war broke out 
and they were forced to 
cross the Gilo River to es-
cape death. Sadly bout 2,000 
of them died from being 
captured, drowning, or be-
ing eaten by crocodiles. They 
began their 3-day walk to 
Kenya and were so tired 
they decided to sleep for the 
night. That night they were 
awakened to gunshots and 
an ambush of the Sudan 
government, many were 
killed. They fled and finally 
made it to Kenya, 16,000 of 
the 35,000 that started the 
journey from their homes in 
Sudan. Bol Aweng spent 14 
years in refugee camps until 
he was approved resettle-
ment in the United States by 
the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees. 
He was set to come to 
America on September 11, 
2001; the same day of the 
terrorist attacks on our 
country. He eventually made 
it to America and arrived in 
Nashville, Tennessee where 
he worked low-wage jobs 
while simultaneously earn-
ƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ 
computer technology. He 
then moved to Columbus, 
Ohio to attend The Ohio 
State University and re-
ceived a degree in fine arts 
AND citizenship in 2007. He 

returned to his Southern Suda-
nese village of Piol in December 
2007. He said it was a 
άōƛǘǘŜǊǎǿŜŜǘ ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴέ because 
although he saw his family after 
20 years, he also learned of the 
ƻƴŜǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
war, the poor living conditions 
of his people, and the lack of 
buildings because of the bomb-
ings which disheartened him. 
ά¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ǿŀǎ ōŜπ
ing provided by a young man 
with only a 2nd grade educa-
ǘƛƻƴέΦ In 2010 Bol and others 
installed the first form of elec-
tricity in this small village by 
solar energy, and opened the 
Poil PHCU center which gives 
out clothes and other necessi-
ties to the people of the village. 
Today Bol Aweng is working on 
The Sudan Health Clinic project 
which would include the instal-
ƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ .ǳŎƪŜȅŜ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎέ 
for maternity and child care 
purposes to help lower the in-
fant mortality rate of Piol where 
м ƻǳǘ ƻŦ р ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛǾŜ 
to see the age of 5. So far 
$80,000 has been raised for this 
project and Bol Aweng is in 
search of $30,000 more. If you 
would like to get involved or 
donate to this project visit 
www.sudanclinic.org. The jour-
ney and hope continues for the 
people of Sudan. άLŦ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ 
come together, we can help 
the people that have no chance 
ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜέΦ  
 

By: Jazmyne Jackson 

A F R I C A N  A M E R I C A N  C U L T U R A L  A N D  R E S O U R C E  C E N T E R  
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Transitions Joins Bridges Walk for A Just Community 

Come visit us at 

60 West 

Charlton Street ! 
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Congratulations to 

Mario Jovan Shawð  

President of UBSA for 

being selected to Teach 

for America Corp 2012 

in Charlotte North 

Carolina! 

A F R I C A N  A M E R I C A N  C U L T U R A L  A N D  R E S O U R C E  C E N T E R  

UBSA Hosts Kwaanza Celebration 
remember, as the atten-
dance was record breaking 
as well. To start off this 
ȅŜŀǊǎ YǿŀƴȊŀŀΩǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀπ
tion, UCASA and Umoja em-
braced the room with 
unique traditional African 
dance performances. Both 
groups provided the es-
sence of African spirit and 
unity. In true Abercrumbie 
fashion, dressed in tradi-
tional African garb, he and 
Paulette Burks performed 
the notable Kwanzaa liba-
tion.  
 
!ŦǘŜǊ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ άǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳέ 
ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ¦.{!Ωǎ ǇǊƻπ
gramming coordinator, Ab-
dine Lewis, it was time to 
ŘƛƴŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŀƭ 
dinner, catered by Ms. 
[ƻǊǊȅΩǎ /ŀǘŜǊƛƴƎΦ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ŏǳǎπ
tomary home-style grub 
that included chicken and 
fish and delicious options 
for the side dishes.  
 
After dinner was served, it 
was then time for additional 
inspirational performances. 
CƭƻŜǘƛŎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇƻŜǘΣ ŘŜπ
livered three very profound 
and inspiring original spo-
ken pieces. All in which en-
compassed the ideal of be-
ing of the African descent. 
Finally, after Floetic graced 
the stage, it was time for 
the keynote speaker of the 
night, Dr. Kenneth Durgans. 
Throughout his speech, Dr. 
Durgans focused on higher 

education as the key to 
success. With great 
thanks, Mario Jovan Shaw, 
current UBSA President, 
presented both Floetic 
and Dr. Durgans with 
plaques of appreciation.  
 
With anticipation, it be-
came the occasion of of 
the lighting of the candles 
ceremony. This year, vari-
ous African American 
owned businesses were 
presented with a candle 
for a certain meaning. 
Each candle and business 
coincided adequately to-
gether. Untapped Cloth-
ing, which is a new cloth-
ing line created by Cla-
rence Garrison, Reggie 
Sanders, and Bryan 
Hatcher, lit the candle of 
bƛŀ όǇǳǊǇƻǎŜύΦ άThe union 
between dreams and real-
ityέ ŀƴŘ hƴȅȄ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ 
Media Group created by 
Ronald Hart-Brown lit the 
candle of Umoja, repre-
senting the idea of 
ά{ǘŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ 
ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŘŘǎΦέ 
 
To end all the excitement 
for the night, Mario Jovan 
Shaw, delivered his presi-
dential speech of thanks 
and graciously, which, ex-
citedly ended the evening 
on a high note. 
 
 
By: Mica Thompson 

ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿƻǊŘΚέ 
ά¦ahW!Ηέ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ 
ƳŜŀƴΚέ  ά¦bL¢¸Ηέ  
 
That is the sound of Dr. 
Abercrumbie bringing the 
AACRC in an uproar during 
the lighting of the candles 
ceremony.  
 
Traditionally celebrated on 
December 26th through 
January 1st, this year, 
 the United Black Student 
!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ Yǿŀƴπ
zaa celebration began on 
November 10th, 2011. Kwan-
zaa was created to intro-
duce and reinforce the 
seven basic principles of 
African cultures. Kwanzaa's 
reason for existence, its 
length of seven days, its 
core focus and its founda-
tion are all rooted in its con-
cern for principles. These 
basic principles contribute 
to the building and rein-
forcement of the family, the 
community, and the cul-
tures of the African Ameri-
can and African people. 
These values are called 
Nguzo Saba, which, in Swa-
Ƙƛƭƛ ƳŜŀƴǎ ά¢ƘŜ {ŜǾŜƴ tǊƛƴπ
ŎƛǇƭŜǎέΦ   
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ YǿŀƴȊŀŀ ǘƘŜƳŜΣ 
ά.ŀŎƪ ǘƻ wŜŀƭƛǘȅέΣ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ 
idea created by the Execu-
tive Board of the United 
Black Student Association . 
This ceremony was one for 
the record books and one to 
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ADVANCE Reception 

2011  

ADVANCE Celebrates 25th Anniversary 
have founded our organiza-
tion. 
 
The best part of the night 
was arguably when Linda 
.ŀǘŜǎ tŀǊƪŜǊǎΩ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŎŀƳŜ 
forward to shed some in-
sight on all that their wife, 
mother and friend did for 
the UC community and 
across the world. They 
shared with us how much 
she loved the ADVANCE Or-
ganization and how proud 
she would have been to see 
everything it has become 
today.  As the president of 
!5±!b/9Σ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ [ƛƴŘŀΩǎ 
family talk gave me that 
much more motivation to 
continue to make her proud 
and to always, no matter 

what, Better our Best in 
everything that we do! 
 
 
 
 
By: Bethel Kindane,  
ADVANCE President 

ADVANCE --- a profes-
sional development or-
ganization for students 
of color---celebrated its 
25th Anniversary in the 
Russell C. Myers Alumni 
Center on October 13th. 
It was a time for past AD-
VANCE alum, current 
members, our advisory 
board members, corpo-
rate sponsors as well as 
faculty and staff to come 
together and reminisce 
about how far the or-
ganization has come. It 
was a great honor to be 
able to sit in the same 
room, and talk to the 
brilliant men and women 
who were courageous 
and diligent enough to 

A F R I C A N  A M E R I C A N  C U L T U R A L  A N D  R E S O U R C E  C E N T E R  



ά¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŀǊ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΤ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŀǊ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΦέ ςBol 
Aweng 

 The University of Cincinnati highlighted International Education Week with 
ƪŜȅƴƻǘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ .ƻƭ !ǿŜƴƎΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ орΣллл ǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά[ƻǎǘ .ƻȅǎέ ǿƘƻ ŦƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
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In the spirit of celebrating the 20 year anniversary of the African American Cultural and Resource Center, the 

AACRC choir presented a musical tribute themed ά[ŜƎŀŎȅΥ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ŀƳǇǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜ 

/ƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘΦέ  The concert, held on Sunday November 13th, centered on various selected themes of this historic 

20 year era of the AACRC. Highlights included special musical tributes honoring the late Rev. Fred Lee Shut-

tlesworth, an African American Baptist pastor and the central leader of the civil rights movement in Birming-

ham, and Dr. Abercrumbie, Director of the AACRC and EPS. As well, there were other notable tributes that 

ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ά!!/w/ ǘǊŀƛƭōƭŀȊŜǊǎ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ 9Φ 

Beasley. While the AACRC awards a Fred Shuttlesworth scholarship each year to an academically achieving 

student, likewise, the AACRC has named the computer area in the Center after Ms. Beasley.  

 ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ŀ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ wŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭǎ ƭƛƪŜ ά¢ƘŜ 

.ŀǘǘƭŜ IȅƳƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎΣέ ǘƻ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǇƻǇ ǘǳƴŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ά²ƛƴŘ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ Ƴȅ ²ƛƴƎǎέ ŀƴŘ άL Ŏŀƴ CƭȅΣέ ǘƘƛǎ 

concert was amongst one of the top ones of all of the AACRC performances! Also, to add to the flavor, there 

ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ǿƻǊŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ WƻǎƘ 9ƎŜƭΣ ŀ ŘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άwŀƛƴ ƻƴ ¦ǎέ ōȅ .Ŝƴƛǘŀ /ƻƻǇŜǊ ƻŦ aǘΦ 

Zion Missionary Baptist Church, and stirring narrations from Lorin Franklin and Ajanti George.  This concert 

also attracted alumni guest soloist Kevin Williams, as well as Gospel recording artist RaMeeko Lattimore.  

 

AACRC Njozi Choir Concert 

September 2012 the 
AACRC Choir will 
be celebrating its 20 
year anniversary! 


