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The Hottest Culture Center in America 
kicked-off the year August 28th, 2013 
with a successful Open House Day Party.  
Freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and 
seniors all came pouring into the African 
American Cultural and Resource Center 
late Wednesday afternoon to start what 
we all hope to be another blossoming 
year for “The Center.”  Music from DJ 
HD kept the party going, as students 
danced, Greeks strolled and faculty 
members stepped.  Madden was being 
played while the Michael Jackson Wii 
dance competition  took place in the 
Harambee room.  There was something 
for everyone!  Habari Gani Ambassadors 
were getting freshmen and transfer stu-
dents acquainted with our Village Keep-
ers and Trailblazers as they searched for 
answers to a rather tricky scavenger 
hunt. With great food, great music and 
great Bearcat company this Open House 
Day Party was a pretty “TURNT UP” af-
fair.    
By: Hermaya Shepherd 

The AACRC Open 
House Day Party 

Open House Day Party 2013 

Akwaaba 2013 was a great success to say the 
least!  We had representation of students from UC 
class of 2017 all the way down to our graduating sen-
iors of 2014. Different student organizations were 
well represented and worked hard to recruit new 
individuals for their organizations. Vice President 
Debra Merchant gave us an encouraging word on 
the importance of student involvement, while Dr. 
Terri Hurdle challenged us to get up & make a dif-
ference within our organizations. From DJ HD turn-
ing up on the 1’s & 2’s, the exciting photo wall and 
the intense stroll competition, the African American 
Cultural & Resource Center really showed students a 
great time!  
 
By: Ariel McDuffie 

Akwaaba 2013 

Akwaaba 2013 

Sisters Impacting Sisters 
(S.I.S.) is an initiative of the African 
American Cultural & Resource Cen-
ter. We desire to provide a forum in 
which African American women at 
the University of Cincinnati can dia-
logue with one another for the pur-
pose of building sustainable relation-
ships and work cohesively to eradi-
cate existing problems within our 
campus community. Our primary 
focus is on the students themselves 
but we seek to bridge the relation-
ship gap between students, faculty, 
staff and the community. 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
-I Am Not My Hair- Thursday, Octo-
ber 24,2013 in the AACRC at 5pm 
-The State of Black Women's Health-
Tuesday, November 12,2013 in the 
AACRC at 6pm 
-S.I.S. will be volunteering at Girls on 
the Run Fall 5K on Saturday, No-
vember 16th at Sawyer Point. The 
time is 8:00am-12:00pm. If anyone 
is interested in volunteering please 
sign up in the AACRC. If you have 
any questions please contact  Tamar 
Kinebrew at 556.1171 or kine-
brte@ucmail.uc.edu.   

Sisters Impacting Sisters 

Track & Field:800 Meter Run and 4x400 meter 
relay 

Year: 3rd year, Health Sciences, Pre Physical Therapy 
Why did you decide to go to UC: I liked the cam-
pus, they had good programs for my major and I also 

had the opportunity to run track here. 
Advice to freshman: Explore your interest.  Find 
one or two groups to get involved with even if you’re 
not in the leadership position at first. That’s how you 

make friends. 
What’s Your Favorite Thing That the Center 
has to offer: The Trailblazer wall. It’s good to look 
back on history to see who came before me and it’s 

good to see faces that I recognize. 
Plans after college: Go to Physical Therapy school, 

become a licensed physical therapist and coach 

Black Student Athlete Highlight: 

Brian Barney 

Interview By: Rachel Thompson 

mailto:kinebrte@ucmail.uc.edu
mailto:kinebrte@ucmail.uc.edu


Year: 1st Year Chemistry and  
Mathematics 

 
Why did you decide to go to UC: 

His interest in the exceptional medical 
facility, Gen-1 Program drew him in 

and it didn’t hurt UC gave him a lot of  
scholarship money.  

What’s Your Favorite Thing That 

the Center has to offer:  The very 

accepting and homely atmosphere also 

the connections and opportunities cre-

ated by staff and mentors via programs 

UC 2017 Freshmen 
Highlight 

Ernest Lee Veasley 

The faces of influential students, professors and alumni cover the wall in the African 
American Cultural & Resource Center’s Harambee Room, providing visitors a portal to 
the past. The historical wall provides a visual representation of influential black indi-
viduals that have impacted the University of Cincinnati. 
Panelists provided the stories behind the faces Thursday during “Beyond the Wall: The 
Trailblazer Series,” a celebratory event commemorating 22 years of the AACRC. 
The series featured trustee Rob Richardson and alumni Christina Brown and William 
Harris. The panelists discussed their experiences at UC and gave advice to students. 
During his years at UC, Richardson established the area’s first college chapter of 
NAACP and was elected student body president in 2001. In 2002, he was awarded the 
UC Presidential Leadership Medal of Excellence, the highest level of honor for under-
graduates. 
He is now an executive director and founder of the Coalition for Sustainable Communi-
ties, a nonprofit development corporation that invests in products that are sustainable 
for both the community and the environment. 
Richardson made history in 2012 by being the youngest person to ever be elected as an 
officer on the UC Board of Trustees. He is now the secretary. 
As a student, Brown was the president of the United Black Student Association in addi-
tion to her participation in student government. Now she works in the Cincinnati’s Hu-
man Relations Commission and serves on various boards in the community. 
Harris received his Bachelors of Arts Degree in African American Studies from UC. He 
currently serves as a program coordinator for the office of Diversity and Community 
Affairs. He has also served on nonprofit boards and community projects, received nu-
merous awards for his community service and youth advocacy role in the community. 
The panelists were lively, joking with each other and making the audience laugh while 
they shared some of their experiences. 
The panelists shed light on the controversial cartoon that recently circulated around 
the College of Arts and Sciences, saying, “History does not repeat itself; it rhymes.” 
The panelists encouraged students to get involved and network. They contribute their 
success to networking within the campus. 
“Don’t just experience college, let college experience you,” Brown said. 

Panelist members Rob Richardson, William 
Harris and Christina Brown shared their ex-
periences at the University of Cincinnati with 
audience members during “Beyond the Wall: 
The Trailblazer Series.” 
 

Article and Picture provided by: 
Cassandra Merino | Staff Reporter ,  

The News Record 

AACRC celebrates 22nd anniversary 

ONLY 

40 spots 

available 
 

$400 total 

/ $100 deposit  
 

(due by December 13th, 2013) 
For more information or 

To make a deposit please contact 
Mrs. Niki at mooreek@ucmail.uc.edu 

or  visit the AACRC!!! 
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