
The	purpose	of	this	
presentation	is	to	
inspire	extraordinary	YOU	
to	deliver	an	
extraordinary	presentation	
at	the	Undergraduate	
Scholarly	Showcase.

If	we	see	people	crying	and	
making	job	offers	on	the	
floor,	we’ll	know	it	worked.

Megan	Lamkin,	PhD
Assistant	Professor	Educator	&
Program	Director	for	Undergraduate	
Research

Experience-based	Learning	&	Career	
Education



Step	1:	Choose	your	
presentation	format

Six-slide	Story:	
Six	slides	in	six	minutes	+	2	minutes	for	
Q&A.	
Location:	TUC	4th floor	Classrooms

Postcard	Presentation:
Single	slide	with	4-minute	elevator	
pitch	+	1	question.	Have	~50	
“postcards”	available	to	distribute	(half-
or	full-sheet	paper	is	fine)
Location:	TUC	Cinema

Poster:	Max size	3’	wide	x	4’	tall
Single	slide	enlarged	and	printed	on	
poster	paper.	You	stand	at	your	poster	
for	90	minutes	while	people	come	by	to	
talk	to	you.	
Location:	TUC	Great	Hall	&	Atrium



Step	2:	Know	how	
your	presentation	will	
be	evaluated

The	purpose	of	evaluation	is	to	
provide	feedback	that	you	can	use	
to	inform	your	next	presentation.	

As	you	advance	academically	
and/or	professionally,	you	will	find	
that	there	is	always	a	“next	
presentation”,	i.e,	an	opportunity	
to	disseminate	information	or	
otherwise	communicate	your	
work.

Please	reference	the	project	
evaluation	form so	that	you	know	
what	judges	are	looking	for	and	
have	every	opportunity	to	hit	the	
mark.	



Step	3:	Organize	your	
content

Include	the	following:
Informative	title
Big	picture	question
Specific	project/question
Relevance/importance	to	the	discipline	or	society
What	you	did	(in	general	terms/1-2	statements)
What	you	found
What	it	means
What	comes	next

Note	for	post	card	presenters:	Speak	this	
content;	use	very	few	words	on	your	slide

Remember to 
bring 15+ copies of 
your résumé if you 

are seeking 
employment 
opportunities



Step	4:	Develop	your	
presentation
3-5	hours/week	for	4-6	weeks,	or	until	
you	are	satisfied

Consider	the	tips	on	the	
following	slides

Attend	Open	Feedback	
Sessions	(optional):
5-6:30	pm
731	Steger	Student	Life	Center

March	5
March	7
March	21
March	28

Arrive	by	6	to	guarantee	feedback



What	you	will	find	on	remaining	
pages:

Postcard	Presenter	Tips	(1	page)
Six-Slide	Story	Presenter	Tips	(1	page)
Poster	Presenter	Tips	(23	pages)

Why	23	pages	of	tips	for	poster	presenters?

It’s	time	for	revolution.
No	more	walls	of	words,	people.
No	more	paragraphs.
No	more	jargon,	no	more	acronyms.

Draw	us	in	with	an	informative	title	and	aesthetic	
appeal.	

Keep	our	attention	by	telling	us	what	you	set	out	to	
do	and	why	it	matters.	

Then	inspire	us	by	sharing	what	you	did,	and	what	
you	found	or	created	as	a	result	of	your	scholarly	
endeavor.

The bulk of 
content is aimed 

at poster 
presenters, but is 
relevant for all



Postcard	Presentations
Single	slide	+	4-minute	elevator	pitch	+	1	
Question

Use	very	few	words	on	slide
Audience	wants	to	listen,	not	read
Title	+	5-6	words	is	adequate

Use	relevant,	high	quality	images
1024x768	pixels for	full-sized images;	half
that (512x384)	for	images that take up
half the screen,	etc.

Note:	projectors are concerned with
straight pixels not dpi (dots per	square	
inch)

Print	~30-50	postcards	for	guests
Include	title,	contact	information
May	print	on	half-sheet	or	full-sheets	of	
paper Which	do	you	like	best?	I	like	the	3	on	the	right.	Each	has	a	clear	focal	

point	and	weight	of	components	is	well-balanced.



Six-Slide	Story
6	slides	in	six	min.

2	min.	Q&A

Content
Informative	•	Concise

Outline	of	information
Visual	aid	for	presentation
Springboard	for	discussion

Format

Crisp	background
Legible	font

Relevant	graphics

6	X	6	Rule

6	or	fewer	words	per	line
6	or	fewer	lines	per	slide

Engage	the	Audience

Eye	contact
Project	voice
Refer	to	slides

Citations	&	
Acknowledgments

Cite	in	the	text	
Full	citation	at	end

Thank	people	&	sources	
of	support



OK,	poster	presenters:	you’re	up.

A	judge	or	visitor	can	be	expected	
to	spend	~10	minutes	at	your	
poster.	

In	the	past,	students	have	been	
trained	to	think	of	their	posters	as	
“mini-manuscripts”,	but	those	days	
are	done.	The	truth	is,	no	one	is	
going	to	read	all	of	that,	especially	
when	there	are	so	many	cool	things	
to	see	and	learn	in	such	a	short	
time.



But	don’t	just	take	it	
from	me.	The	
American	Evaluation	
Association	
demonstrates	the	
importance	of	design	
in	generating	broad	
interest	in	specialized	
subject	matter.	

I	would	still	advocate	
for	fewer	words	than	
what	we	see	here	(e.g.,	
bulleted	points	vs	
paragraphs),	but	you	
get	the	idea.		



The	trend	in	poster	design	
is	moving	away	from:
Landscape	orientation
Giant	posters	(4’	X	3’	or	larger)
Long	column	lay-out
2-color	palette
Words	tell	the	story
Paragraphs

…And	is	moving	toward:
Portrait	orientation
Small	posters	(2’	X	3’	or	1’	X	2’)
Lay-outs	that	break	up	columns
3-color	palette
Bullet	points
Pictures	&	figures	tell	the	story

Despite	current	trends,	landscape-oriented	posters	
with	the	3-column	layout	can	be	as	effective	as	
portrait-oriented	posters	(organization	&	use	of	
images/figures	are	key).

Rather	than	including	an	abstract,	think	of	your	
whole	poster	as	the	abstract.	Use	top	left	to	tell	us	
the	big	picture	question/problem	&	why	it	matters.

Increase	
impact:	
make	
your	
results	
your	focal	
point;	put	
methods	
off	to	the	
side.



http://www.verticalmeasures.com/content/what-makes-an-infographic-bad-how-to-make-it-better/

Tips	from	Designers



Alternative	layout	option

Here	is	a	template	developed	and	
generously	shared	by	Dr.	Claudia	Rebola,
Graduate	Director	at	the	School	of	Design	
in	DAAP	at	UC.

Ok,	not	a	template	like	you	just	fill	in	the	
boxes,	but	you	recreate	it	rather	easily.

After	you	have	your	slide	set	up	for	
poster-size	(see	last	page),	simply	insert	
boxes	and	align	them	like	you	see	here.	



I don’t have an example of a poster using 
that template exactly, but this looks like a 
modification of that version. 

In my opinion, this poster could be 
improved by providing bullet points in the 
methods and figuring out a better way to 
visualize the results .



Standard	Components	
Title
With	authors’	names	&	affiliations

Background	or	Introduction
What	is	the	question	or	problem?	Why	does	it	
matter?

Methods	
What	did	you	do?

Results/Key	findings/Outcome

Discussion/Conclusions/Impact
Big	picture	relevance	of	this	new	knowledge	or	
innovation

Literature	Cited	+	Acknowledgements
2-4	citations	will	suffice.	Use	them	to	
underscore	the	value	of	your	work.	

Note:
Here,	the	
focal	point	is	
used	to	
provide	
background	
information.	

Many	would	
argue	that	it	
would	be	
better	to	use	
the	focal	point	
to	
showcase	the	
main	outcome	
of	the	project.



Next	up	
Examples	with	commentary



One	of	my	favorites.

Boxed	sections	cause	foreground	to	pop

The	picture	of	birds	(focal	point)	draws	
me	in	&	tells	me	it’s	about	birds.	The	
title	tells	me	there	could	be	cool	things	
to	learn	about	birds.	

The	layout	guides	my	eye	perfectly	from	
one	section	to	the	next in	a	pleasing	
way.

Clean	figures…	bullet	points

Acknowledgments	in	logo-form	to	
reduce	words…	lots	of	good	things	
happening	here.

Tip:	showcase	results	more	strongly	by	
placing	them	(vs	methods)	in	the	focal	
point	zone



This	one	draws	me	in,	but	I’m	not	sure	
where	to	look	after	the	bowl	of	soup	
(focal	point).

Sections	need	subtitles	and	should	be	
easier	to	read	(less	text,	larger	print).	

3-column	lay-out	works	for	me:	enlarged	
center	column	+	focal-point	photo	+	use	
of	negative	space	between	columns	
generates	a	pleasing	layout.



Samples	from	a	
poster	presentation	in	
DAAP	at	UC:

Clean,	easy	to	read	
sections	with	
stunning	graphics.



Too	many	colors.
Not	going	to	read	the	abstract.
Layout	should	direct	the	eye,	not	arrows



Circle	in	the	center	is	nice	way	
to	break	up	the	2-column	
portrait	orientation,	but	there	
are	too	many	things	competing	
for	my	attention	at	once.	

Also,	the	text	in	upper	
left/lower	right	is	too	dense.	
Bullets	better	than	paragraphs.	
Acknowledgements	can	go	at	
the	end/bottom.	

Pro	Tip:	Put	key	
findings/innovative	outcome	in	
center.



A	better	use	of	the	center-circle	layout,	I	think.	If	
I	had	one	suggestion	it	would	be	to	elect	colors	
that	created	a	more	subtle	contrast	between	
foreground	and	background.	This	one	kind	of	
hurts	to	look	at.

Nice,	clean	title

RE:	section	layout…	I’m	not	sure	how	each	of	
these	sections	relates	to	
background/methods/results,	etc.	If	the	center	
circle	represents	the	main	result,	I	would	label	it	
“Innovative	Outcome”	or	something	like	that.	



A	fine	poster,	but	it	would	
flow	better	if	the	author	
opted	for	one	of	the	
circled	lay	out	options	on	
the	right.		

The	title	could	be	more	
intriguing	– e.g.,	Wheat	
Production	Affected	by	
both	Genetics	and	
Environment



Next	up	
An	overview	of	elements	that	
generated	winning	marks
at	a	recent	American	Evaluation	
Association	(AEA)	Conference	
followed	by	the	winning	posters	
with	commentary.	



"What	the	winning	designs	had	in	common	were	an	emphasis	on	the	results/findings	of	the	work	
featured	in	the	poster.	Most	posters	had	the	punchline,	the	findings	or	results,	at	the	lower	bottom	
right	hand	corner,	which	is	the	most	de-emphasized	real	estate	of	the	poster.	Typically	the	amount	of	
real	estate	that	the	findings/results	took	up	was	less	than	25%	of	the	poster.

In	the	winning designs,	the	results/findings	took	up	nearly	half	of	the	real	estate	of	the	poster	(The	
designs	could	have	been	even	better	if	that	information	was	located	in	the	upper	left	hand	corner--
prime	poster	real	estate).	This	is	what	drew	us	into	these	posters	to	learn	more	about	what	the	
presenters	had	learned	from	their	work	that	they	could	share.

From	the	American	Evaluation	Association:



“The poster successfully uses colors, 
big pictures, and data visualization to 
communicate key points. The poster 
isn’t overloaded with text; rather, 
there’s just enough text to support the 
content. Nice!”

From	the	American	Evaluation	Association:



From	the	American	Evaluation	Association:

“The poster relies on one spot color (green), 
arrows, and light background colors to guide the 
reader through the poster and the work it 
represents. The bold headings framed as 
questions further serve to draw the reader in. 
Beautiful and engaging!”

Megan:	I	would	have	preferred	a	layout	that	
guided	the	eye	without	arrows.	This	is	an	
important	reminder	that	poster	judging	is	
subjective.	That	is	why	we	solicit	feedback	from	
more	than	1	person.



From	the	American	
Evaluation	
Association:

“Note	the	central	focus	
on	the	image,	very	
succinct	supporting	
text,	a	QR	code	to	get	
more	information	
about	the	study,	the	
visual	depiction	of	a	
complex	topic	
(augmented	reality).”



Many	departments	offer	free	poster	printing	for	their	majors.	Each	may	have	its	own	rules	
in	terms	of	size	and	ink	options.	For	example,	some	require	a	white	background	to	save	on	
the	cost	of	ink.	In	this	case,	it’s	a	good	idea	to	box	your	sections	and	give	them	a	little	color.	

DAAP	Computer	Graphics	Center	http://daap.uc.edu/about/facilities/cgc.html/	
Design	Services	http://www.uc.edu/ucomm/design_copywriting.html
Art	&	Design	Services	http://healthnews.uc.edu/communications/artdesign/	
CECH	Library	http://www.libraries.uc.edu/cech/Services/poster-printing.html

Where	to	Print	your	poster	on	campus:

For	more	layout	options	&	poster	tips:

https://gradcollege.okstate.edu/content/poster-layout-tips-and-examples

Or	just	Google	it	– there’s	a	lot	of	great	information	&	examples	out	there.



How to Create a Poster Using PowerPoint
Step 1 Gather your contents in the form of text, graphs and photos. 

Step 2 Open PowerPoint, choose Blank Presentation and click OK.

Step 3 Choose the Blank slide layout and click OK.

Step 4 Go to File in the toolbar and click Page Setup.

Step 5 Enter the Height and Width of your poster. 

Step 6 Click Insert on the toolbar, choose Text Box. A text box drawing tool will appear on your 
PowerPoint slide. Click and drag to create the box. This is where you will place your prepared text. 
Simply cut and paste from Word or type directly into the text box. The box will expand to fit the 
information entered. Remember to consider your font size and make it suitable for poster use. Font 
sizes of approximately 36 to 54 are recommended for titles, approximately 18 for text. Use your 
judgment for your specific poster needs. PowerPoint does not recognize all fonts; Arial and Times 
New Roman are recommended for use. Symbol is the font recommended for scientific symbols. To 
choose the characteristics of the text box such as line, color or size, go to Format in the toolbar or 
right click on the text box and select Format Text Box. You can copy and paste directly from Word 
documents into PowerPoint text boxes. We would suggest using black on a white background in 
text boxes for easy reading.



Step 7 To add logos, charts or photos, go to Insert in the menu bar and select Picture, and then 
From File and browse to your file containing your charts or scanned and saved pictures. Select it 

and click the Insert button. 
Step 8 Once you have inserted your pictures, you can move or resize them to suit your needs. The 
dotted guide lines on the templates are there to tell you where on the sheet your boxes are and can 
help in getting things properly aligned. If you click and hold them, a box will appear giving the lines' 
locations on the sheet. You can then move them into position. They will not appear when the poster 

is printed. If the Guide lines are not visible on your screen, select View, then Guides.
Step 9 Once your text and pictures are in place, you may decide to add some color or texture 
effects. The color options and background effects are found under Format on the toolbar, or you may 

double click the border of any text box to view Format Text Box with color and line options. 
Step 10 Carefully review your poster. It is a good idea to print it as an 8.5 X 11 and let your 
friends/mentors review it for you. Edit as needed.

Step 11 Print. 


