University of Cincinnati (UC) Project for the

Inter/National Coalition for Electronic Portfolio Research – Cohort V

In response to Ohio’s call for implementation of the Voluntary System of Assessment (VSA), one further suggesting the use of the Collegiate Learning Assessment (CLA), UC has recently begun to develop a “dual pilot.” This study examines the applicability of e-portfolios alongside the CLA. Comparing student outcomes from these two assessment methods will provide insight into the validity of the standardized tests, especially in their claims to identify value-added learning, and may shed light on some of the concerns that have been raised about implementing the CLA for institutional assessment. In addition, the pilot will gather feedback about student perceptions of the CLA and e-portfolios, including perceptions about cost for incentives.   

High-achieving first-year students will participate through a credit-bearing, introductory seminar course. Sample size estimation indicates the need for 120 participants, drawn from a pool of 236 incoming first-year honors students. Besides also creating and maintaining e-portfolios, students in these original cohorts will take the CLA once more, as seniors. The University’s intermediate composition course will also be used for mid-collegiate assessment through expansion of e-portfolios, laying further groundwork for e-portfolio focus in capstone courses.  
Data from the CLA and evaluated reflective essays collected in e-portfolios will provide comparative information on how UC’s baccalaureate competencies are effectively adding value as measured over time and across disciplines. Writing within the e-portfolios will be assessed using the draft metarubrics for critical thinking and written communication currently under development by the Association of American Colleges and Universities. Since these metarubrics arise out of a national context, they will add credibility to this study.  
Primary research question for this study: Does the comparison of the CLA to e-portfolios – in terms of effective and persuasive measurement of learning outcomes – warrant the adoption of the CLA as a university-wide assessment instrument?
Secondary questions to be considered:

· Do students find the experience of one instrument over the other to be more valuable in terms of their total undergraduate program of study?

· What features of an e-portfolio are the most important to consider as UC moves forward with choosing institution-wide solutions to a perceived need for e-portfolios?

Rationale for this methodology: In addition to explanations provided so far, we would emphasize the following features of our sample population of Honors students:

· The Honors program recruits students from a wide range of academic programs.

· Their academic preparedness makes it more likely that a high percentage will be retained and will make normal academic progress, crucial qualities with a small sample that cannot afford much attrition.

· One concern with the CLA is the ceiling effect, whereby high-achieving students might show only small value-added gains from freshman to senior years. This sample will allow us to examine that potential effect.

· Their Honors program already calls for them to develop and maintain e-portfolios.
