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General Education Competencies and Assessment
Faculty select between three levels of focus on the selected general education competency:  Introduced, Developed, and Assessed

· 3,326 courses (75%*) emphasize a general education competency

· 1,632 courses (37%*) assess a general education competency

· 2,968 courses (67%*) emphasize critical thinking competency

· 2,619 courses (59%*) emphasize effective communication competency

· 2,494 courses (56%*) emphasize knowledge integration competency

· 1,624 courses (36%*) emphasize social responsibility competency

· 1,677 courses (38%*) emphasize information literacy competency
* Percentage of undergraduate courses submitted to eCurriculum

General Education Touch-Points

· 141 semester courses designation as First Year Experience (FYE)
· 687 semester courses designated as Mid-Collegiate
· 230 semester courses designates as Senior-Year Capstone
Undergraduate Semester Courses that Emphasize Writing Skills
· 1,549 courses (35%) have moderate or significant writing

Semester Courses Designated with Attributes

Faculty assign the attribute at the course level which means that any future section of the course may be designated with this attribute.

· 108 courses designated as international
· 139 courses designated as undergraduate research
· 217 courses designated as service learning
Number of Semester Courses and Programs (eCurriculum, 8/27/10)

· 4,455 undergraduate courses; 2,796 graduate courses

· 7,251 total semester courses
· 176 undergraduate programs; 149 graduate programs

· 325 total semester programs
Appendix:  Definitions

Baccalaureate Competencies:

Critical Thinking: Capability for analysis, problem solving, logical argument; the application of scholarly and scientific methods; the accurate use of terminology and information literacy

Effective Communication: Oral, visual, and language arts, including the ability to read, write, speak, and listen; the effective use of various resources and technology for personal and professional communication

Knowledge Integration: Ability to fuse information and concepts from multiple disciplines for personal, professional, and civic enhancement
Social Responsibility: Ability to apply knowledge and skills gained through the undergraduate experience for the advancement of society
Information Literacy: Ability to determine and access information and to evaluate it critically; necessitates the responsible, legal, and ethical use of information
Assessment Definitions (Levels):

Introduced – students are made generally familiar with the competency and recognize its main conceptual outlines but don’t implement it into their own work.

Developed – students implement the competency through their own work in active and engaged ways.

Assessed – The instructor observes and measures the extent to which the student has implemented and achieved this particular competency and develops a record of that achievement level.

General Education Touch-Points:
First Year Experience: FYE is designed to reflect UC's dynamic environment for undergraduate learning and introduce first-year students to the types of learning activities and level of accomplishment that graduating students are expected to demonstrate.
Mid-Collegiate: This touch-point is the purposeful programming of courses and experiences that emphasize student reflection and experiential learning to promote contextual understanding and knowledge integration.

Senior-Year Capstone: The capstone experience is designed to demonstrate proficiency in the baccalaureate competencies and in the content/skills of the program/major and should require interdisciplinary and contextual perspectives.

Course Attributes:
International/Education Abroad (I): A course that receives the International/Education Abroad designation is one in which all or part of the instruction (or experience) is undertaken outside of the United States such as a course that travels during or immediately after a semester or a full study abroad program where all instruction and coursework is done abroad (generally 3 weeks or longer).

Service Learning (SL): A specially designed learning experience in which students combine reflection with structured participation in community-based projects to achieve specified learning outcomes as part of an academic course and/or program requirement. By participating in academic community partnerships at the local, national or international level, students gain a richer mastery of course content, enhance their sense of civic responsibility, and ultimately develop a more integrated approach to understanding the relationship between theory, practice, ideas, values, and community.

Undergraduate Research (R): A specially designed learning experience in which all or part of the instruction includes student participation in supervised research with a faculty member. Supervised research can be: 1) independent research undertaken by the student (thesis, independent study), or 2) assistance on a faculty member’s research project.
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