
CINCINNATI, OH

2019-2020

DEPARTMENTAL INSTRUCTIONS
for Admitting International Students



   UC International Services Admitting Students  2

INTRODUCTION

The University of Cincinnati (UC) is a large and exciting international community. More than 4,000 
students from over 100 different countries study at UC each year.

This guide has been developed by UC International Services to help departmental personnel understand 
the policies and procedures to be followed when an international student applies to UC.

It is important that all new students complete Immigration Check-In upon arrival to campus, including 
providing copies of their passport, visa, I-94 card and certificate of eligibility (if applicable).

UC International Services Staff (7148 Edwards Center)
Ronald B. Cushing, Director ..............................................................................................556-2879
Lorri Blanton, Program Manager ......................................................................................556-1997
Rebecca Hale, Advisor ........................................................................................................556-8413
Christy Harrison, Advisor ...................................................................................................556-2859
Deborah Jones, Sr. Advisor ................................................................................................556-1004
Jennifer Kutzko, Sr. Advisor ...............................................................................................556-3649
Sarah O’Connell, Advisor....................................................................................................556-2626
Janet Schneider, Advisor ....................................................................................................556-4339
Brittney Smith, Advisor ......................................................................................................556-1914
Andrea Souris, HR Coordinator ........................................................................................556-2147
Lauren Steinmann, Program Coordinator .......................................................................556-2206
James Tenney, Associate Director ....................................................................................556-4655
Diane Wick, Executive Assistant ........................................................................................556-4278

URL: www.uc.edu/international/services
iBearcatsGlobal: https://ibearcatsglobal.uc.edu
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OVERVIEW OF ADMISSION PROCESS

Overview of the Application/Admission Process for International Students

The application/admission process for international students is a cooperative effort involving the 
admitting department/college, the Graduate School (for graduate admissions), the International 
Admissions Office (for undergraduate admissions) and UC International Services.  It is important that 
staff understand the processes to be followed, including the following basic concepts:

1. All general inquiries are received electronically in Slate. The program/department is 
responsible for answering inquiries.

2. Applications are created and completed in Slate. Supplemental materials are also submitted in 
Slate.

3. Applications are loaded directly to Catalyst on a nightly basis. UC International Services 
will be sent daily reports detailing who has been admitted, confirmed, declined or offered 
scholarships, provided departments and students properly update Slate/Catalyst.

4. International students must prove English Proficiency prior to being admitted. English 
proficiency can be documented in several ways and varies based on the level of intended 
study. Further details can be found in the English Proficiency section beginning on page 9. 
Students will typically take one of three English proficiency tests. The most common test is 
by Test of “English as a Foreign Language” (TOEFL) test. They can also take the “International 
English Language Testing System” (IELTS) or the “PEARSON Test of English” (PTE).  A conversion 
table is attached in the appendices for your convenience.  The appropriate English proficiency 
score must meet University, College, and Departmental requirements prior to being admitted.  
English proficiency can also be demonstrated by completing Level 112 of English instruction at 
ELS Language Centers.

TOEFL, IELTS, GRE, GMAT and other required scores will be loaded into Slate. Slate feeds those 
scores into Catalyst.

5. When a student is admitted, the program must update Slate accordingly. The student’s 
status in Catalyst will be determined by the actions in Slate.  The student must submit the 
confirmation form in Slate.
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Program Action and Status codes define the stage an applicant is in throughout the admissions 
lifecycle.

Program Action   Status
APPL-Applicant Applicant
ADMT-Admit Admitted
COND-Conditional Admit Admitted
DDEF-Defer Decision Active
DEFR-Defer Enrollment Active
DEIN-Intention to Matriculate Prematric
DENY-Deny Cancelled
MATR-Matriculation Active
WADM-Administrative Withdrawal Cancelled
WAPP-Applicant Withdrawal Cancelled
WAIT-Waitlist Waitlisted
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6. When a student is offered financial support, the admitting department will notify the applicant AND 
UC International Services. To notify UC International Services, you must enter the award details into 
the appropriate screen in Catalyst by doing the following:  

• Launch Catalyst and go to Financial Aid, Awards, Awards Processing and Assign Departmental 
Awards (Figure 1).  

• Make sure that “UCINN” is showing in the “Academic Institution” field.  
• Next, use the magnifying glass to select the aid year. The year will always be a year ahead (i.e. 

2020 is the selection for the 2019-20 academic year).  
• Add the student’s M number to the “Campus ID” field and hit search.  
• If there are no entries on the award tab, click in the Nbr field in the first column. Enter the 

number 10 if it is not already entered. This number sets the sequence in which the awards 
will be processed on this page for the student. If a row of data already exists, click on the plus 
button at the end of the last row. The Nbr field should automatically populate. If it does not, 
enter the next number in the sequence in increments of 10 (10, 20, 30, etc.)

• Go to the actions tab and use the magnifying glass to select an action. You should select “B” for 
Offer/Accept.  

• Click in the item type field and enter the appropriate item type based on the award. A list of 
acceptable item types are listed below. Please note that there are only two options that are 
active now (assistantship and scholarship). Use scholarship regardless of the scholarship 
type being awarded (Global Scholarship for undergraduates; Graduate Incentive Award for 
graduate students) if only a scholarship is being awarded. If multiple scholarship types are 
being awarded, combine the total amount of all awards on the one entry. If multiple awards 
are being made and one of the awards is an assistantship, select the assistantship option and 
total all awards together for the dollar amount. As an example, if you are posting information 
for a graduate student receiving a teaching, research or graduate assistant appointment worth 
$22,000 and a Graduate Incentive Award worth $24,000, you should select “Assistantship” as 
the description type 
and $46,000 should 
be the amount 
indicated. 
Note: These 
two awards are 
for notification 
purposes only to UC 
International Services. 
They are separate 
from what you have 
to do to actually 
post the awards to a 
student account. 

• Click in the Offered 
field and enter the 
amount of the award 
offered.

• Click in the Accepted 
field and enter the 
same amount entered 
in the Offered field. Figure 1- Financial Aid options in Catalyst
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7. At the time the department/college sends the admit/award letter, the student can be sent 
communication directing them to ibearcatsglobal.uc.edu for information about obtaining their I-20 
form, including information about estimated expenses, financial certification forms, etc. International 
students have special requirements to fulfill in order to obtain documents needed to apply for 
student visas.  As such, their admission/award letters have to be carefully constructed.  Among other 
things, the admission letter should indicate the field of study and the specific degree level (Master’s or 
Doctoral).  Letters should not simply state the “graduate program.”  It is also important that you make 
clear the exact worth of any awards (assistantships/scholarships) in correspondence with students.  
You should also inform them about mandatory orientations they must attend.  

8. The admitting department will update Slate to Admit.  The 
student will then confirm online in Slate which will update 
the status in Catalyst from ADMT to DEIN (Intention to 
Matriculate).  UC International Services is notified of these 
events when Catalyst is updated.

9. No I-20 will be issued unless the student demonstrates 
financial capabilities for their program of study.  UC 
International Services has developed a “Financial 
Certification Form” that students can use to prove financial 
support.  To help facilitate this process, it is important 
that you make clear the exact worth of any assistantships/
scholarships in correspondence with students.  Don’t 
use percentages, state exact dollar amounts.  The 
“Financial Certification Form” (Figure 2) should be properly 
completed and returned to UC International Services in 
electronic form (scanned PDF documents). This includes 
the section for funding of subsequent years of study. You 
will be notified of any increases in tuition fees, and anyone 
admitted after that date will be required to prove financial 
support to meet those new figures.  Students who receive 
scholarships or assistantships that exceed the minimum 
amount required to be issued an I-20 form do not need to complete the “Financial Certification Form”.  
More information about the financial certification process follows on page 11.

10. It is important that admission decisions and financial awards be made as early as possible for 
international students.  The visa application process for many students can take 90 days or more 
to complete.  In addition, many times a student’s decision to attend one school over another is 
determined by which school gets the I-20 form to him/her first.  If your admission decision for Fall 
Semester is not sent to the student until April or May, chances are good that the student will have 
already received an offer from another school or he/she will not be able to get a visa in time to reach 
the University before classes begin.  Admit decisions should be made in January if possible.

11. All new International Students are required to “check-in” with UC International Services upon arrival 
in Cincinnati.  There will be multiple check-in days students can attend.  New international graduate 
students must also attend the New International Student Conference.

UC International 
University of Cincinnati
PO Box 210640
Cincinnati, OH 45221-0640
Room 7148, Edwards One
Phone (513) 556-4278
Fax (513) 556-2990

Financial Certification Form
Personal Information: Please put your name in full as it appears in your passport.
Family/Surname:___________________________________________________________________________
First/Given: ______________________________________ Middle: __________________________________
Country of Birth Date of Birth Country of Citizenship
_____________________________ ______/______/______ ____________________________________ 

month   day       year
Are you currently in the United States? ___YES ___NO If yes, list immigration status:_____(F1, H1B, etc.)
If Yes, and the immigration status is not F-1, the Form I-20 or DS-2019 will not be issued until you have 
made an appointment with us for assistance with a change of status application.  If you are not eligible for 
a change of status, the form will only be issued for travel to your home country.  
E-mail: __________________________________________ Telephone: _______________________________
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =
Mailing Address for I-20 or DS-2019:  Street Address:_____________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
City:_______________________________________  Province ______________________________________
State/Country______________________________________ Zip/Postal Code: _________________________
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
Funding Information: The total support necessary for first year of study must be documented and 
available.  The support necessary for subsequent years of study must be reasonably attainable and 
documented through bank statements, employment letters, tax returns, investments, etc.
Employment/salary letters and investments are the most reliable sources of support.  If any funds are 
being provided by a sponsor, the sponsor must complete the Affidavit of Sponsorship on the back of this 
form.  If personal funds are being used, bank statements must be attached in the student’s name and be 
sufficient for all years of study, not just the first year.
The total amount of money that I have available for each academic year of study is $_________________.  
This amount includes the following:
$ __________ personal funds        $___________sponsor(s)
$ __________ funds from University of Cincinnati.  Type: ______________________________________
$ __________ other, please specify: ________________________________________________________
I certify that the above information provided is correct and complete and that I shall notify the University 
of Cincinnati of any change in my financial circumstances.
Student's Signature _________________________________________         Date_______________________

-over-

Figure 2 - Financial Certification Form
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I-20 Issuance

No I-20 will be sent until the following has been documented: 

• The student has applied to UC; 
• English proficiency has been demonstrated;
• The student has been admitted to UC;
• The student has confirmed (accepted) the offer of admission in slate; 
• The student has demonstrated adequate sources of financial support.

All I-20’s are issued with a start date that corresponds with the start date of the term in question.  If a 
program has required activities (summer research institutes, etc.) that require students to get to UC 
more than 30 days before the start date of the term, the department must contact UC International 
Services at international.students@uc.edu with the name of the student, the date of arrival that is 
necessary, and the reason the early arrival is necessary so that the I-20 can be issued accordingly.  
Please contact us at the point of admission with these details.

UC INTERNATIONAL SERVICES
Phone: 513-556-4278 
Ron Cushing: 513-556-2879  
Mail Location: 0640
E-mail: international.services@uc.edu
Website: www.uc.edu/international/services
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English Proficiency Requirement for Graduate Students

International students must prove English Proficiency prior to being admitted.  English proficiency can 
be documented in several ways.  

The most common way is by providing a Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) score.  The 
TOEFL score must meet University, College, and Departmental requirements prior to being admitted.  
Any TOEFL score not meeting the University minimum requirement of 550 (paper test), 213 (computer 
test), or 80 (internet test) must be approved for a waiver from the Director of Graduate Studies.  
Departments must request this waiver in Slate.  The waiver must be approved BEFORE admitting 
the student.  Any TOEFL score not meeting a departmental requirement must be waived by the 
Department Head or Graduate Program Director.  A TOEFL score not meeting a college requirement 
must be waived by the Associate Dean of the College. 

Please be advised that some students may send computer based test scores, while others the 
traditional paper test or the internet based test.  A conversion table is attached in Appendix F for your 
convenience.  

English proficiency can also be documented with a 6.5 overall ban score on the
International English Language Testing System (IELTS).   English proficiency can also be also be 
demonstrated with a score of 56 on the PEARSON Test of English (PTE).  Finally, English proficiency can 
be demonstrated by completing a bachelor’s degree at an English speaking college/university or by
completing Level 112 of English instruction at ELS Language Centers.
 
The following countries are exempt from the English proficiency requirement:
 
Antigua and Barbuda, Anguilla, Australia, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bermuda, Botswana, British 
Virgin Islands, Cameroon, Canada (except Quebec), Cayman Islands, Dominica, Fiji, Gambia, Ghana, 
Gibralter, Grenada, Guyana, Ireland, Hong Kong public universities only, Jamaica, Kenya, Lesotho, 
Liberia, Malawi, Malta, Mauritius, Montserrat, Namibia, New Zealand, Nigeria, Papua New Guinea, 
Scotland, Seychelles, Singapore, Solomon Islands, South Africa, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines, Swaziland, Tanzania, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Turks and Caicos Islands, 
Uganda, United Kingdom, Vanuatu, Wales, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.
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English Proficiency Requirement for Undergraduate Students

International students must submit proof of English proficiency that meets University and College
requirements prior to being admitted. Students can demonstrate English proficiency in a number of
ways at the undergraduate level.   Most students fulfill the English requirement by taking the Test of 
English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL), the International English Language Testing System
 (IELTS), or the PEARSON Test of English (PTE).

For IELTS, an overall band score of 6.0 is sufficient for most undergraduate programs. For the 
PEARSON Test of English, a score of 46 is sufficient for most undergraduate programs.  For TOEFL, 
requirements vary. Most undergraduate programs require a minimum TOEFL score of:

• 515 (paper-based test), or
• 187 (computer-based test), or
• 66 (internet-based test)

The colleges of Design, Architecture, Art, and Planning (DAAP), Business and Engineering require higher 
IELTS (6.5 overall ban score), PTE (score of 53) and the TOEFL scores:

• 550 (paper-based test), or
• 213 (computer-based test), or
• 79 (internet-based test)

 
In addition to the overall ban score for both the TOEFL and IELTS, all colleges also require a minimum 
score of a 5.5 (IELTS) or 15 (TOEFL) on all sub-sections (i.e. Listening, Reading, Speaking, Writing).

In addition, the English Proficiency Requirement is met when:
• Students have taken the SAT and have a minimum 520 on the Critical Reading section; 
• Students have a Certificate in advanced English of C grade or above, or Certificate of Proficiency in 

English with a C grade or above or a passing score on the O Level exam;  
• Students complete one full academic year of study in a U.S. high school or college/university.
• Students have passed level 12 of the ELS exam.

NOTE:  An English proficiency test score comparison table for TOEFL, IELTS and PEARSON is in the 
appendices.

Students from the following countries are exempt from the English proficiency requirement at the 
undergraduate level:

Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Australia, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bermuda, Botswana, Cameroon, 
Canada (except Quebec), Cayman Islands, Denmark, Dominica, Fiji, Finland, Gambia, Ghana, Gibraltar, 
Grenada, Guyana, Ireland, Jamaica, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Malawi, Malta, Mauritius, Montserrat, 
Namibia, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Papua New Guinea, Scotland, Seychelles, Sierra 
Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, South Africa, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines,  Swaziland, Sweden, Tanzania, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Turks and Caicos Islands, 
Uganda, United Kingdom, Vanuatu, Virgin Islands, Wales, Zambia, Zimbabwe
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Federal regulations require that international students on F-1 or J-1 visas be fully financed at all times 
while in the U.S. (not just the first year or only during the academic year).  International students on 
F-1 or J-1 status must therefore demonstrate they have the ability to meet all estimated expenses as 
determined by UC International Services, including the cost of tuition, fees and living expenses. Below 
are the estimated annual expenses currently established for the 2017-18 year by level of study.

Undergraduate Students   
Main Campus UC Blue Ash Clermont College

Tuition (subject to change) $26,584 $15,058 $12,798
Living Expenses 16,446 16,446      16,446
Other Fees 2,464 2,464 2,464

TOTAL $45,494 $33,968 $31,708
   

Graduate Students All Colleges Except Medicine
Most Programs, 
Including MS 
Architecture

Master of 
Architecture

College of 
Business

Tuition (subject to change) $26,460 $32,720 $28,786
Living Expenses 16,446 16,446      16,446
Other Fees 2,464 2,464 2,464

TOTAL $45,370                       $51,630 $47,696

College of Medicine Graduate Students
Most Programs M.S. 

Physiology
MS 
Pharmacology

Tuition (subject to change) $26,092 $38,960 $27,204
Living Expenses 16,446 16,446      16,446
Other Fees 2,464 2,464 2,464

TOTAL $45,002 $57,870                       $46,114

Professional Students
College of Law Medicine (M.D.) PharmD

Tuition (subject to change) $29,010 $48,194 $31,468
Living Expenses 17,768 16,446      16,446
Other Fees 2,464 2,464 2,464

TOTAL $49,242                  $67,104 $50,378
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Students must certify financial support with UC International Services.  To help facilitate the financial 
certification process, at the time the department/college sends the admit/award letter, the student 
is sent links to our iBearcatsGlobal system where this information is explained in detail.  Students 
are provided access to the “Sources of Support” eForm that can be used to scan and upload 
documentation of their support to our office.  Copies of forms explaining the process are in the 
Appendices and can be found on the UC International Services website at www.uc.edu/international/
services.  Departments should forward all original financial documents sent by prospective students to 
UC International Services.  Students should be encouraged to send financial documents in electronic 
form (PDF) using the iBearcatsGlobal database.

Numerous regulations and Presidential directives have been implemented that significantly change the 
compliance environment in which the University operates relative to the enrollment of international 
students.  Some of the key regulations and presidential directives are discussed in the following pages.

THE FINANCIAL CERTIFICATION PROCESS
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Important Arrival Dates

Students have to balance a number of required events upon arrival.  In addition to any college/
departmental programs you want them to attend, students must complete an Immigration Check-in 
with UC International, attend a college orientation/new international student conference, complete a 
health screening, and be Onboarded if they are receiving a Graduate Assistantship.  Please make sure 
you accommodate for these programs as you plan for your departmental/college arrival activities.

Immigration Check-In
All international students must complete Immigration Check-In with UC International Services upon 
arrival.  Immigration Check-In can be completed online. There are no longer specific check-in days 
students must attend.

College/Departmental Orientations
Undergraduate and exchange students must attend College Orientation on August 20 and 21, 2019.  
Graduate students must attend departmental orientations (if required by the department).  All 
graduate students will be required to view an online orientation prepared by UC International Services. 
They are also encouraged to attend the New International Graduate Student Conference on August 21, 
2019. 
 
GA Onboarding
All graduate assistants must attend onboarding on August 19, 2019.  Students will be slotted for half-
hour appointments (most of the day will be free for departmental activities). 

Health Screening
All new international students are required to complete a health screening upon arrival. Students will 
be slotted for one-hour appointments.

The Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS)

The “Student and Exchange Visitor Information System” (SEVIS) is a national monitoring and tracking 
system for F and J students.  UC is required to electronically report information and events on all F and 
J students, and many notifications will require departmental certification first.  Highlights include:

Requirement to Pay a $200 SEVIS Fee
F-1 students must pay a $200 SEVIS fee (J-1 students pay $180) to the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS).  There are three ways students can pay the SEVIS fee: by credit card over the internet, 
by Western Union, or by check or money order.

Requirement to Report Address Changes to UC International Services
Students are required to report any address change to the University within 10 days of the address 
change.  This includes address changes of any dependents as well.  Students can do this by updating 
their local address in Catalyst. They can also do this by completing our “Change of Local U.S. Address” 
eForm at https://ibearcatsglobal.uc.edu.

Authorization from UC International Services to Drop Below a Full Course of Study
Students are required to pursue a full course of study during normal enrollment periods (Fall, Winter 
and Spring semesters).  The Reduced Courseload Certification must be completed prior to dropping 



KEY ISSUES - INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

   UC International Services Admitting Students         14

below a full time status.  Full time at the University of Cincinnati is 12 credit hours for undergraduate 
students or 10 credit hours for graduate students.  Students are allowed to deviate from this full course 
of study only with PRIOR authorization from a UC International Services advisor, and only under 
very limited circumstances.  Students will need to complete a “Reduced Courseload for Academic 
Reasons” eForm which can be found at https://ibearcatsglobal.uc.edu.  This process also requires 
certification by the academic department.

Requirement to Report Departure Date and Reason to UC International Services
Sometimes, and for a variety of reasons, students leave the University early or unexpectedly.  Some 
of these reasons include early graduation, leave of absence, suspension, expulsion, or family 
emergencies.  Students are required to inform UC International Services if they plan to leave the 
University before the date on their immigration document (I-20 or DS-2019), and the reason for doing 
so.  They can do this by completing the “Departure Certification” eForm at https://ibearcatsglobal.
uc.edu.  Departments should notify UC International Services anytime a student is terminated for 
academic or other reasons.

Requirement to Abide by Employment Regulations
Students may work no more than 20 hours per week on-campus while school is in session.  These 
20 hours include the work they do for assistantships, if they have one.  All students must have their 
employment eligibility verified by UC International Services.  All students need to be added to the “New 
Hire Checklist” upon hire.  Students will then submit an “Employment Eligibility Verification” request at 
https://ibearcatsglobal.uc.edu. Students are not permitted to work off-campus without receiving PRIOR 
authorization from the U.S. Federal Government and/or UC International Services, depending upon 
on their visa status type.  Employment possibilities are very limited.  Students with required co-ops, 
internships or other work requirements can be authorized via Curricular Practical Training.  Students 
are NOT permitted to work off campus until authorized and must submit a “Curricular Practical 
Training” eForm at https://ibearcatsglobal.uc.edu.  
Requirement To Transfer To Another School
Enrolled students are currently authorized to study at the University of Cincinnati.  If they decide to 
study at another school in the U.S., they must notify UC International Services of their intent to transfer 
and indicate to which school they intend to transfer.  They can do this by completing a SEVIS “Transfer 
Out” eForm request at https://ibearcatsglobal.uc.edu.   

Requirement to Apply for an Extension of Program
Students must apply for an extension of their program prior to the expiration date on their Form I-20 
or Form DS-2019 if they cannot complete their program by that date.  Requests for extensions should 
be submitted at https://ibearcatsglobal.uc.edu and will require departmental certification.

Requirement for Changing Academic Program or Degree Level
Students must obtain a new Form I-20 or Form DS-2019 before changing their academic program 
from one degree level to another (e.g., from Bachelor’s to Master’s level) or one major/field of study 
to another (e.g., from Chemical Engineering to Physics).  They must receive a new I-20 from a UC 
International Services advisor within 15 days of beginning the new program/degree level.  Students 
must follow the instructions for the “Notification of Change of Degree Level or Program” of Study 
eForm found at https://ibearcatsglobal.uc.edu.  Departmental staff must update Catalyst appropriately 
when such changes in program or degree level are made.
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Interagency Panel for Science and Security (IPASS)

Students could have a visa denied based on national security issues if they are from countries that 
sponsor terrorism or if they are studying in fields that fall on the “Technology Alert List”.  At the very 
least, such individuals will have to undergo a “security clearance” by the U.S. Department of State 
before a visa can be issued.  This security clearance could take several months to complete.

The Technology Alert List consists of a “Critical Fields List” (Tab A) as well as a Department of State list 
of designated “State Sponsors of Terrorism” (Tab B).  Studying or conducting research in a critical field 
or originating from a designated state in Tab B will make a student or scholar subject to a Security 
Clearance Check before their visa is issued. Additional information on these technologies is 
also available online from the TecWorld homepage on the Department’s intranet site at http://tecworld.
inr.state.gov/.

Tab A – Critical Fields List

• Conventional Munitions: technologies associated with warhead and large caliber projectiles, 
fusing and arming systems, electronic counter measures and systems, new or novel explosives 
and formulation, automated explosive detection methods and equipment.

• Nuclear Technology: technologies associated with the production and use of nuclear material 
for peaceful and military applications include.  This includes materials, equipment or technology 
associated with nuclear physics or nuclear engineering.

• Rocket Systems: technologies associated Rocket Systems and unmanned Air Vehicles including 
ballistic missile systems, space launch vehicles and sounding rockets, cruise missiles, target 
drones and reconnaissance drones.

• Rocket System and Unmanned Air Vehicle Subsystems:  technologies associated with 
propulsion including solid rocket motor stages and liquid propellant engines.  Other critical 
subsystems include re-entry vehicles, guidance sets, thrust vector controls and warhead safing, 
arming and fusing.  

• Navigation, Avionics and Flight Control Usable in Rocket Systems and unmanned Air 
Vehicles: These capabilities directly determine the delivery accuracy and lethality of both 
unguided and guided weapons.   Associated technologies include:  Internal navigation systems, 
Tracking and terminal homing devices, Accelerometers and gyroscopes, Rockets and UAV and 
flight control systems, and Global Positioning system (GPS).

• Chemical, Biotechnology and Biomedical Engineering: associated technologies used to 
produce chemical and biological weapons.

• Remote Sensing, Imaging and Reconnaissance: technologies associated with satellite and 
aircraft remote sensing including military and intelligence reconnaissance activities, drones and 
remotely piloted vehicles.  

• Advanced Computer/Microelectronic Technology: Advanced computers and software that 
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play a useful role in the development and deployment of missiles and missile systems, and in 
the development and production of nuclear weapons, over-the-horizon targeting, airborne early 
warning targeting, and Electronic Countermeasures (ECM) processors. 
 

• Materials Technology: technologies related to the metallic, ceramic and composite materials for 
structural functions in aircraft, spacecraft missiles, undersea vehicles and propulsion devices.

• Information Security: technologies associated with cryptographical systems to ensure secrecy of 
communications video, data and related software.

• Laser and Directed Energy Systems: technologies associated with laser guided bombs, ranging 
devices, and lasers having critical military applications.

• Sensors: technologies associated with marine acoustics, missile launch calibration, night vision 
devices, high speed photographic equipment and magnetometers.

• Marine Technology: technologies associated with submarines and deep submersible vessels, 
marine propulsion systems designed for undersea use and navigation, radar, acoustic/non-
acoustic detection;

• Robotics: technologies associated with artificial intelligence, automation computer-controlled 
machine tools, and pattern recognition technologies.

• Urban Planning:  technologies associated in the construction or design of systems necessary to 
sustain modern urban societies including architecture, civil engineering, community development, 
environmental planning, geography, housing, land use and urban design.

Tab B – State Sponsors of Terrorism

• Department of State’s List of State Sponsors of Terrorism:  Iran, Sudan, and Syria.

Visa Restrictions
In addition to the above, the federal government has implemented several restrictions on students 
coming from specific countries.

• China: Chinese students may be limited to one-year visas if they are studying in fields like 
robotics, aviation and high-tech manufacturing. Chinese nationals seeking visas would also need 
special clearance from multiple U.S. agencies if they worked in companies that require higher 
scrutiny. Several things are important to keep in mind here. The issuance of a one year visa does 
not mean students can only come for one year. They can stay as long as their programs are 
scheduled to last and they are pursuing those activities. If they travel after the visa expires, they 
must apply for another visa to reenter the U.S. If selected for additional processing, it appears 
students will be asked to show documentation of their program (curriculum, timeline to graduate, 
description of research project, etc.) and the CV of their primary academic advisor. Some Chinese 
students will certainly still be issued five year visas.

• North Korea: Entry as immigrants and nonimmigrants is suspended for students from North 
Korea due to the Presidential Travel Ban. Students admitted from North Korea will be ineligible 
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to travel if they are outside the U.S., do not have a valid visa, or do not qualify for a visa or travel 
document. This will likely have no effect on enrollment as UC has never had a student enroll from 
North Korea.

• Syria: Entry as immigrants and nonimmigrants is suspended for students from Syria due to the 
Presidential Travel Ban. Students admitted from Syria will be ineligible to travel if they are outside 
the U.S., do not have a valid visa, or do not qualify for a visa or travel document.

• Other Travel Ban Countries: While other countries listed on the Presidential Travel Ban 
including: Chad, Iran, Iraq, Libya, Yemen, and Venezuela, restrictions for those countries do not 
affect student visa holders. However, students from these countries will have enhanced screening 
and vetting requirements, so they should start the visa application process early.
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Study by F-2 Dependents and B Tourists

B tourists are not permitted to study at the collegiate level unless they apply for and receive a change 
of immigration status to F-1 prior to classes beginning. Such changes of status can take 4 months or 
more to process with the Department of Homeland Security.  It is imperative that departments admit 
such students early enough to get a change of status approved prior to classes beginning. An F-2 
dependent spouse or child can study part-time for a degree.  Those who want to study full-time must 
apply for and receive a change of status to F-1 student.
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Estimated Expenses

Undergraduate Programs

Graduate Programs

College of Medicine (Except M.D.)
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Professional Programs (Law, M.D., PharmD)

Visiting Students Programs

Fire Science Residency Program
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Explanation of Costs/Fees

Tuition
Tuition is assessed for most full-time students based on two semesters of study (one academic year). 
Summer semester enrollment is optional for most students and thus is not included as part of your 
estimated annual expenses. However, depending on your program, your tuition costs may be assessed 
differently, for instance:

• Students studying as part of an exchange program pay tuition at their home institution, not UC. 
These students are only responsible for demonstrating support for the estimated living expenses, the 
student health insurance plan, and the International Student Fee.

• A few programs (such as the one-year MBA program) require students to be enrolled in the summer 
semester. There are additional tuition expenses for these students.

• Tuition and fees for special programs (such as the Master of Architecture and the Master of 
Physiology) may be slightly higher or lower than tuition and fees for other programs.

• Many colleges now charge additional program fees. These fees are not included in the estimated 
living expenses.

General Fee
All students are required to pay the General Fee unless otherwise indicated in an award letter. If you 
owe this fee, it will be included on your bill at the time of registration:

• $398 per semester ($796 per year) for Main Campus, Study Abroad, and M.D. students.

• $233 per semester ($466 per year) for UC Blue Ash College and UC Clermont College students.

Information Technology & Instructional Equipment Fee
All students (except those in the College of Medicine) are required to pay the Information Technology 
and Instructional Equipment (ITIE) Fee to cover costs associated with labs, instructional equipment & 
supplies, and general information technology. If you owe this fee, it will be included on your bill at the 
time of registration:

• $184 per semester ($368 per year) for Main Campus and Study Abroad students.

• $135 per semester ($270 per year) for UC Blue Ash and UC Clermont students.

• College of Medicine students are not required to pay the ITIE fee.

Campus Life Fee
All students (except those in the UC Blue Ash & UC Clermont Colleges) are required to pay the Campus 
Life Fee. If you owe this fee, it will be included on your bill at the time of registration:

• $257 per semester ($514 per year) for Main Campus students.
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International Student Fee
All students are required to pay the International Student Fee. The fee is $125 per semester ($250 per 
year). The fee covers the costs associated with SEVIS compliance, optional practical training (12 month 
and STEM OPT), processing, onboarding for campus employment, an international resource center, 
airport transportation, cultural programming, orientation and the mandatory health screening.

Health Insurance
All international students are required to carry the University Student Health Insurance policy unless 
they can prove coverage equal to or greater than the University policy. Check the Student Health 
Insurance website to view current fees for the student health insurance policy.

Students who qualify for a waiver of the policy must follow the guidelines established by the Student 
Health Insurance Office for obtaining a waiver. Such insurance must be provided by a U.S.-based 
company. Foreign-based policies will not be accepted.

For those who do not waive the UC insurance policy, the fee will be included on your bill. Students are 
responsible for paying this fee each semester. Summer coverage is free for students who pay during 
spring semester.

Living Expenses
Living expenses are estimated on a 12-month basis. While enrollment during the summer may be 
optional, food, rent and other expenses are necessities.

• The first month in the United States demands more financial outlay than any other single period. An 
additional $1,000 should be available to meet these expenses.

• Undergraduate residence hall charges are due at the beginning of each semester.

• Costs for such things as buying an automobile or travel to the student’s home country are not 
included in the estimate of living expenses.

Indirect Costs
The fees above reflect direct costs for attending the University of Cincinnati. Attending college also 
includes indirect costs such as books, supplies, entertainment, etc. These costs are reflected in the 
estimated annual expenses. You should plan your budget accordingly.

Dependents
Students who wish to bring a spouse or child(ren) to the U.S. must show the appropriate amount of 
support detailed above plus an additional $4,000 per year for a spouse and $2,000 per year for each 
child. If your spouse and children will be accompanying you to the U.S. please let us know. We will need 
to know name(s), date(s) of birth and countries of birth for all dependents.
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