Policy Statement on the Use of the General Fee

In accordance with Amended Substitute Senate Bill No. 221, the general fee shall be used to provide non-instructional services to students including locally financed student services facilities.  The general fee shall be assessed uniformly to all enrolled students and cannot be waived unless authorized by law.

Functions, not organizational areas, are intended primarily as the guides for determining whether funding might be from the general fee, general fund, or both.  Organizational areas are listed since that is the normal reporting format and data is more easily obtained.  Where an organizational area is funded from split sources, percentages of effort drives the split.  The committee strongly recommends that these guidelines be flexible which will allow for yearly review and possible revision.  These lists are not meant to be exhaustive.

General Fee
It is recommended that non-instructional services funded by the general fee include services which are indirectly related to students’ academic progression through the university.  Examples suitable for general fee funding are as follows:  Functions:  student organizations, counseling activities, student programs;  Organizational Areas:  Career Development and Placement, Cincinnati Experience.
General Fund

It is recommended that the general fund support non-instructional student services which are directly related to students’ progression through the University and/or are required (for example, by academic and business requirements).  Examples of non-instructional services to be included on the general fund list are:  Functions:  academic advising; Organizational Areas:  Ombudsman’s Office, Admissions, Financial Aid, Registrar, Developmental Education, Commencement, Veterans and Handicapped Student Services.

General Fee and General Fund

Some areas meet the definitions for both general fee and general fund funding.  Examples of service areas which should have funding from the general fee and general fund include the following organizational areas:

1. Ethnic Programs and Services

2. Women’s Programs and Services

3. Tangeman University Center

4. Student Health and Psychological Services

5. Educational Advising and Orientation

6. International Student Services

The Student Advisory Committee on the University Budget (SACUB) is charged to review these areas to recommend the appropriate proportion of funding from the general fund and the general fee.  The Finance Division will calculate the funding.  

General Fee and Income Generation

It is recommended that general fee funding should not exclude the generation of income for areas where such funding is appropriate.

