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Thank you for inviting me 1o speak (o you. Probably will get around to speaking about
the Playhouse later—bul want to deal with American history, the American character,
and the arts. Not sure if this talk will fill you with hope or despair—hopefully, a strange

mixture of bath,
¢ 185T)

Lel me begin with HUCKLEBERRY FINN. Two rogues, who pass themselves off as a
duke and a king, invade the raft of Huck and Jim and decide to raisc funds by performing
scenes from ROMERO AND JULIET and RICHARD [II. Remember these performances
are not destined for Mew York or Boslon. The raft i1s going to small Mississippi River
towns. This would be a lucrative calling back then. Realizing that they would need
malerial for encores, the "duke’ starts to teach the "king” Hamlet's soliloguy, which he
recites from memory:

To be, or not to be; that is the bare bodkin
That makes calamity of so long life;
For whe would fardels bear, til]l Biman Wood
do come to Dunsinane,
But that the fear of something after death
Murders the innocent sleep,
Great neture's second course,
And makes us rather sling arrows ol outrageous forune
Than fly to others that we know not of. ..

Mark Twain’s humor is premised on the reader’s (armilianty with HAMLET and the
duke’s adding lines from The Scottish play and others to kill the speech.

Shakcspearc was parodied throughout carly Amencan history because Shakespcare was
so popular. From popular music to the minstrz] shows:

When was Desdsmona like a ship?
When she was Moored.

John Quincy Adams, who was bom in 1 767, wrote, *‘at ten years of age | was as
familiarly acquainted wilh his levers and his clowns, as with Robinson Crusoe, Lthe
Pilgrim’s Progress, and the Bible. In later years | have left Robinson and the Pilgrim to
the perusal of the children; but have continued to read the Bible and Shakespearc.:

Alexis de Toqueville: DEMOCRACY IN AMERICA. Log cabins in Tenncssec and
Kentucky—the Bible and the complete works of William Shakespeare. He read HENRY
IV for the first ime in a log cabin in the woods.

Between 1800 to 1840 in Cincinnati, Louisville, 5t. Lows, Detroit, and Lexington,
Shakespearc’s plays were performed more frequently than those of any other playwright

1832 English visitar Frances Trollope attended the theatre in several Amencan citics. In

Cincinnati she observed coatless men with their siccves rolled up, incessantly spitting,
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recking of “onions and whiskey." ke enjoyed the Shakespeare but abhorred the
“perpetual” noises: “The applause 15 expressed by cries and thumping with the feet,
instead of clapping; and when a patriotic fit scized them, and “Yankec Doodle’ was called
for, every man seemed to think his reputation as a citizen depended on the noise he
made.”” Clearly for working class people, not just the upper class. EVERYONE,

Richard Nelson: TWQO SHAKESPEAREAN ACTORS. May 10, 1849-on the same night
in New York a famed Brtigh actor—Macready—and a famed Amencan actor—
Farrest—performed the Scottish Play on the same night in different theatres. Rioting
broke out. At least 22 dead and 150 wounded or injured.

T.incoln, when facing the difficulties of the Civil War, oftentimes quoted heavily from
Shakespeare. James Fenimore Cooper called Shakespeare the “great author of America”
and insisied that Amerncans had “just as good & right” 2s Englishmen to claim
Shakespeare as their countryman.

At the dedication of a Shakespeare statue in Central Park in 1872, his farnihanry to
Americans was taken for granted. “Old World, he is not only thine,” the inscription read.
In his commemorative poem, Bayard Taylor declared:

He came, a household ghost we could nol ban:

He sat, an Winler nights, by cabin-fires;

He preached within the shadow of our spires;
...and became

The master of our Thought, the Land’s first Citizen.

| look at people coming to see Shakespears at the Playhouse in the Park—particularly
men—who might as well be going to the dentist’s office for root canal work. Yet early on
Shakespeare was not cultured or elitist-—it was POPULAR entertainment.

I, 1845 in Corpus Christi, Texas soldicrs of the Fourth Infantry Regiment while waiting

for the impending Mexican War staged plays, including 2 performance of OTHELLO
starring as Desdamana a young licutenant, Ulysses 5. Grant.

B o e L i o L e I =T ol =0 =d W e B | N | LIHRMO:9 cnng EFEI 320



10/11/3005 18:05 FaX 5134517608 S5CHARE @oy

The Urited States of Amenica 1s an immigrant socicty. bn many cases people came here Lo
cscape their past—because of religious persecution, economic pressures, efc Yet this was

not disowning the arts of the past. Art and culture were crucial as shown by the incredible 7
love for Shakespeare in American history.  /Aus- ﬁ-:“;(-,:, Aratican hikn, rgppmste gn¥i e
Freg Tl

Tohn Adams: “I must study politics and war that my sons may have liberty to study
mathernatics and philosophy, My sons ought to study. .. navigation, commerce, and
egniculture, in order to give their children a right to study painting, poeiry, music, and
archilecture.

From politics and war to science and commerce, then finally to the arts—this radical
transformation seerns natural and incvitable. This was wnitten BEFORE wc had cven
sccured our independence from the British Empire.

By 1850, Boston and the castern region contained a group of world-class writers. Italian
opera the rage in New Yortk. Hudson River School of painting developed 2 uniguely
Amcrican style and vision,

Thomas Jefferson: “You see, I am on cnthusiast on the subject of the arts.”
Look &t the great history of arts m Cincinnati:

The May Festival—1873—the oldest choral festival in the Westem Hemisphere
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra—1895—the fifth oldest symphony in Amenca

Music Hall- 1878

Cincinnati Art Museum—1 886

Opera—15%20—second oldesl, second to the MET—actually summer home of the MET
Tafi-1932—one of oldest privale art museums in the nation

CAC-1939-remarkable for the presentation of contemporary arl.

The German hentage was key in bringing to Cincinnati this remarkable wealth of arts.
Somcthing totally unique to our community.

IFK: 1 am certain that afier the dust of centuries has passed over our cities, we, toa, will
be remembered not for victories or defcats in battle or in politics, but for our contribution
to the human spirit.

By the mid-20" century, the United States boasted preeminent tradilions in literature, an
P '

music. dance, theatre, architecture, and cinema, The New World called Amenca became
lhe source of great world culture.
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