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Bad Boys1

 
TIMOTHY B. SPRAGGINS  
DePaul University  
 

Teachers who cannot write, 
Prophets who cannot read, 
Poets who cannot spell, 
Preachers who raise, rhyme, and rap 
A new blues, 
Lighter in color, 
But darker in passion 
And deeper in pain. 
 
 
Bad boys. 
 
 
They live in the margins 
And huddle at the borders, 
Where they slowly suffocate from the weight 
Of sagging dreams- 
Or no dreams— 
As the world moves on. 
 
 
Bad boys. 
 
 
Black fingers that flash cryptic signs, 
Brown hands that tag clean walls, 
And Dark bodies that stain White classrooms, 
Casting Death’s glances to all who pass, 
While feeling more dead than alive. 
 
 
Bad boys. 
 

 
1 Inspired by Ferguson’s (2000) Bad boys: Public schools in the making of Black masculinity. 
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In the meantime, 
Wounded teachers smuggle 
Loaded pistols and blame weak principles; 
Broken mothers weep alone and blame themselves; 
Mute fathers walk away, 
Slowly suffocating from the weight 
Of sagging dreams- 
Or no dreams, 
 
 
As the world moves on . . .  
 
 
Bad boys. 
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