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The Potential Impact of
Wasson Way north of I-71
in Evanston

Guiding questions:

What is the history of development and how has this affected the community? What is in the neighborhood? What can be lost? What has been lost so far? What are
the demographics affected? What are the influences or influencers in development in the community? What recommendations can be made to manage potential
impacts?

Methodology
Demographic and physical analysis-census data and site identification

Literary analysis

Historical antecedents-past transportation development

Literary Analysis
The literary analysis focused on sub questions from the history of development in the community to positive and negative impacts, and more specifically the
associated impacts bicycle infrastructure has in relation to business districts in the communities they are in. Thus, the literary analysis is aimed at providing some
understanding of the impacts of transportation projects on neighborhoods with specific emphasis on bike trails.

Defining gentrification
Process by which a lower class is replaced by a higher class. This is the result of revitalization and it causes further revitalization. The common associated negative
effect is displacement.

Negative Effects of bike trails
Albina Business District in Portland was going through a process of creating safer biking lanes. The history of transportation development caused gentrification,
as a result of this history residents resisted any further changes in the community.

Positive Effects of bike trails
Bicycling Means Business looks at the bicycling industry, the amount of money bicyclists spend, and how this can be beneficial to businesses as well as the local
and state economy. A study on the Little Miami Scenic Trail found that trails in conjunction with open spaces had a positive effect on neighboring properties.

History of Evanston
The Great Depression, racial tension in the 1950’s, and the construction of the interstate are the biggest influences in the current state of the community. The
interstate in particular separated the community, and destroyed the business district.

Analysis
Demographics
Evanston has over 9,000 residents. The community
is majority African American and more than half of
the residents are renters. The median household
income is $23, 637.

1970

1980

1990

2000

2010

1970

1980

1990

2000

2010

Influencers
Evanston Community Council
City of Cincinnati
Cincinnati Public Schools
Cincinnati Metropolitan Housing Authority
Xavier University

Assets

The density and poverty
maps show the changes
undergone in the community
around and after the
construction of the interstate
in Evanston.

Source: Social Explorer 2014
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This map looks at the effects as
the result of the interstate,
specifically the separation of the
community. Also included on this
map are the uses of the building
in the community to evaluate
properties close to the proposed
Wasson Way trail.

Recommendations
Mitigating Gentrification
*A plan for neighborhood change
-engage the community and stakeholders
-create community programs to promote educational
attainment, job skills and and skills development
-educate residents of tenant rights, homeownership
programs and opportunities
-address affordable housing
-create policy

