
Figure 4: A bar graph of 39 student’s responses to a questionnaire with asked them to select 1 item they most 
associated with “barriers” or “restrictions” in the context of a city, space or built environment from a list of options. 
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A Case Study on Millennial’s Understanding of the Urban Landscape 

Also known as “Mental Mapping,” Cognitive Maps 
are the understandings of space that are speci�c to 
an individual. These maps are purely interpretations 
of space and are highly subjective. This idea was 
originally introduced by the famous urban planner 
Kevin Lynch in his 1960s text The Image of The City. 

Culture informs how we understand our environment. 
Some spaces are universal, but much of space is 
understood through a cultural lense that is unqiue 
to a race, an ethnicity, an age group, 
a socio-economic class or georaphic location. 
For instance,what does a suburban Millennial living 
in urban Cincinnati think about space? Figure 1 
(to the right) shows the results of a survey conducted
with 39 University of Cincinnati students regarding 
their feelings on space.

Barriers present spatial obstructions that restrict movement.  Barriers have the power to 
controlour motion, but only can do so when they have the power to restrict us. All of the 
features withincognitive maps have the power to create or eliminate barriers.

A stop-sign is a good example of a physical and perceived barrier. A stop-sign’s composition 
gives it the power to stop a car if a car were to hit it at a low speed, but it gains most of its 
power purely through legal implications of running a stop-sign.

Other examples of barriers include…

Compiling social data for the demographics within the context of Wasson 
Way could provide great insight on the best possible design to 
accommodate all of the neighborhoods that will have the trail passing 
through it and serve to attract additional ridership from surrounding 
areas. Understanding the what enables one to feel welcome, safe, and 
free to explore is the key to making a space ubiquitous; something that 
eludes many designers in public space planning.

?

Figure 1: Characteristics mentioned when asked to list 3 indicators
 of a “Safe” or “Dangerous” Space. (Lighting, Cleanliness, Presence of People, and Space 
were associated with “Safe” Spaces and Dirty was associated with “Dangerous” space)
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Figure 3: A bar graph of 39 student’s responses to a questionnaire with asked them to select �ve items they 
associated with “barriers” or “restrictions” in the context of a city, space or built environment from a list of options. 

Figure 2: A cognitive map created by myself of the area around The University of Cincinnati. 
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Understanding Barriers What is the Missing Part?

“WHAT ALERTS YOU 
THAT A SPACE,

AREA, OR LOCATION IS 
DANGEROUS OR SAFE?”

The Outcomes

“WHAT SPACES, 
CIRCUMSTANCES, 
AREAS, OR BUILT 

ENVIRONMENTS DO 
YOU ASSOCIATE WITH 

BARRIERS OR 
RESTRICTIONS?”

“WHAT IS YOUR 
COGNITIVE MAP OF THE 

UNIVERSITY OF 
CINCINNATI?”
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