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The Future of UptownAs a result of an extensive survey of Up

Proposed I-71 interchange design by Edwards
& Kelsey for City of Cincinnati, 2000

Metro Moves proposed Rail Station at MLK & Reading; proposed
light rail lines for Greater Cinti
include I-71 development as 1st
Phase.

town, this site at the corner of Martin
Luther King Dr. (MLK) and Reading Road
was chosen as the optimal location for a
Kroger in the Uptown area. The site sits
1 mile from UC and is surrounded by a
dense residential, employment, and uni
versity population. Also, the City of Cin
cinnati is considering a proposal for I-71
on-ramps onto MLK and a lite rail station
at this node. The potential developmen
of
these key transportation mediums
makes this site attractive for a mixed-use
development.

2-story brick multi-family
units characterize the area.

Proposed I-71 Interchange
& Affected Buildings

Suggested Study Area Uses:
A - Residential.
B - Commercial.
C - Mixed Use
(Residential,
Office,Commercial).
D - Mixed Use (Retail,
Residential).
E - Commercial.

Fifty-thousand cars pass the intersection of MLK
and Reading Rd. daily. These important corridors
into and through Uptown merge at the MLK site.
A wide variety of land uses, including medical
institutions, are within a 5 minute walk (1000 ft.
of the MLK site; which provides the site with the
excellent potential for pedestrian usage.

The site at MLK and Reading is designed to be a destination point for the Uptown region and beyond. Kroger asked for a 10,000 sq. ft. superstore and this 12
acre site meets Kroger’s criteria well. Optimal circulation via MLK and Reading,
close proximity to UC and medical institutions, a proposed rail station at this intersection and a potential interchange all make this site highly attractive for a
mixed-use development featuring a Kroger superstore.

Development &
Programming

Food
As Focus
This design endeavors to

create a sense of place or
an anchor for adjacent residents and workers. Open
plazas surrounded by dense
retail, with a focus on food
provides a pedestrian friendParking
ly town center.
Implementation Strategy North Elevation
First, identify the criteria
for choosing a Lead
Development Entity (LDE).
The LDE should have
prior success with infill
and mixed use development and an orientation of
“town center” components
and community-building sensibility. Steiner &
Associates (Newport On
The Levee, Easton Town
Center in Columbus) is an
example of a company that
meets this criteria.
Next, utilize financing
methods that will promote
growth and sustainability
for the site and its periphery and encourage businesses at all levels.

-

Entertainment Complex

-

Retail

A Place To See
with Friends & Neighbors

A housing developer would be
hired to create and manage the
market-rate living units. Based
on current projects in the Uptown area e.g. (JFP Properties
Ltd. or the University of Cincinnati). Suggested financing via
the City of Cincinnati Housing
Food Court adjacent to Kroger. A cluster of food
Round has been successfully
uses creates a destination point and anchor.
utilized in similar market rate
housing projects around the
city. HUD 108 loans might also
be utilized as moderate incomehousing is a criterion for such a
loan.

Implementation &
Programming
1. Thai Noodles
2. Ethiopian
3. Spanish Tapas
4. Mexican Fajitas
5. Japanese Restaurant
6. Belgian Bakery
7. Turkish Coffee Shop
8. Greek Food
9. Restaurant
10. Books/Magazine
11. Novelty Boutique
12. Floral

The implementation

of restaurant and boutique enterprises along
Reading Rd. and the site’s plazas can be fostered by a Linked Deposit Loan Program (LDL),
offers qualifying applicants a loan rate that is
lower than market rates. This type of loan is
ideal for small businesses.

As a key player in the redevelopment of the
site Kroger would have the option to either
buy or lease the space from the LDE. Kroger
could potentially have partial control over
adjacent land use.

