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I. REQUEST 
 

OUR PLAN. OUR FUTURE. 

Interstate 75 (I-75) is a major north-south transportation corridor that bisects the City of 
Cincinnati. We have enjoyed the transportation and development opportunities provided by this 
roadway. We strive to maximize its benefits and minimize its impacts. 
 
The City of Cincinnati is determined to become more actively engaged in the future of this 
corridor by developing comprehensive plans for certain areas adjacent to I-75 that considers 
economic development and redevelopment, neighborhood investment, green initiatives, 
transportation infrastructure and modes, and environmental improvements.  
 
INTRODUCTION 

Currently, the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and Kentucky Transportation 
Council (KYTC) are leading a study of I-75 to improve highway safety, access, and capacity. 
The improvements to I-75, which include replacement of the Brent Spence Bridge over the Ohio 
River, are a multi-billion dollar investment. This is an opportunity to use the investment as a 
catalyst to rethink, revitalize, and improve communities and business areas along the corridor. 
This perspective is particularly critical considering the State of Ohio and City of Cincinnati’s 
current focus on stimulating and supporting economic development and investment in 
neighborhoods. 
 
The inherent challenge with the I-75 Focus Area Plans is the dynamic nature of the I-75 Corridor 
planning process. The transportation study of the I-75 corridor began as the North-South 
Transportation Initiative over seven years ago. High-level concepts and alternative scenarios 
have been narrowed and advanced into more detailed planning that is not entirely finalized. 
There is still the opportunity to improve, modify, and expand the planning effort, especially in 
the areas directly adjacent to the transportation corridor. There are four focus areas, South 

Cumminsville / Northside, Mitchell Avenue, Hopple Street Interchange and Queensgate / 

Central Business District.  
 
This means that the consultant team will have to be able to respond quickly. Provide insight and 
advice regarding the impact of proposed highway improvements. The consultant team should 
suggest other significant possibilities and transformations. 
 
COMPONENTS OF THE FOCUS AREA PLANS  

The Focus Area Plans should comprehensively review and make recommendations in the 
following areas, as well as consider and connect multiple planning efforts already underway, 
including GO Cincinnati, Agenda 360, and the ODOT studies for I-75. The planning effort 
should also tap into the extensive base of knowledge that is already available in the community 
and within the City of Cincinnati organization.  
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1. Economic Development—The Focus Area Plans should provide a framework for 
economic development. The plans should consider the general viability of existing land uses 
and identify possible areas for commercial redevelopment, including the potential to create 
larger parcels to locate a site for a green industrial park. The economic development 
component should, where possible, identify specific market niches or business types that 
should be pursued for particular locations as well as existing businesses that should be 
nurtured. It should also take into consideration the impacts as well as the opportunities 
provided by construction activities and new roadway patterns. 

 
2. Neighborhood Revitalization—The Focus Area Plans should make recommendations 
on how to strengthen and enhance existing neighborhoods and neighborhood business 
districts to promote vitality, attract new businesses, increase property values, and identify and 
promote desirable amenities.  
 

3. Environmental Improvement—The Focus Area Plans should identify, short-term 
improvements and provide long-term recommendations in the following areas: 

• Highway design to mitigate storm water impacts and improve appearance of road 
and gateways into the City 

• Brownfield redevelopment  

• Maximize green space and park opportunities to enhance quality of life 
 

4. Transportation and Other Infrastructure—The Focus Area Plans should identify 
possible improvements in terms of connections into and through the neighborhoods and 
business areas. As appropriate, alternate modes of transportation should be considered, 
including pedestrian, rail transit, freight movement, bicycle, and river access. Opportunities 
to coordinate public infrastructure investments, such as highway reconstruction and 
Metropolitan Sewer District [MSD] Consent Decree requirements, should be identified.  

 

PROJECT LEADERSHIP 

A Stakeholder Group will provide direction, oversight, and input into the planning process with 
on-going daily management provided by City Administration. The Stakeholder Group will be 
composed of individuals and groups including residents, business/property owners, institutions 
and agencies. 
 
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

The public has been involved in the ODOT planning process for the I-75 improvements 
consistent with the Federal Highway Environmental Process. The Focus Area Plans provide an 
additional opportunity to solicit input from residents and businesses that have interest in the 
potential changes both in the larger I-75 Study and the more specific Focus Area Plans. The City 
is seeking meaningful interactions with the community and opportunities to hear and incorporate 
their input as part of this effort. 
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LOCATION OF FOCUS AREAS  

The Focus Area Plans will encompass land area property directly impacted by the ODOT 
proposed improvements and alterations to the I-75 corridor.  
 
The ODOT and KYTC are currently studying the I-75 highway corridor in three segments: Thru 
the Valley, Mill Creek Expressway and the Brent Spence Bridge. Each segment is in a different 
stage of completion. The potential impacts, as well as the possibilities offered in each segment, 
vary. In certain areas, there are more urgent time pressures to perform reviews and provide 
recommendations regarding the impacts and possibilities for the improvements proposed by 
ODOT. The I-75 Focus Area Plans will focus on four areas within two of the three segments, 
Mill Creek Expressway and Brent Spence Bridge. These Focus Area Plans represent pivotal 
development and redevelopment opportunities for the City of Cincinnati. 
 
The I-75 Focus Area Plans that will be prepared by the selected consultant have to be 
comprehensive in both focus and geography. The study area for each of Focus Area Plans will be 
approximately ¼ mile surrounding the I-75 and I-74 corridor within the limits shown on the 
attached maps.  
 
I-75 Focus Area Plans 
The geographic area to be considered in each focus area is shown on the attached maps. Each 
extends beyond the immediate influence of the I-75 highway as follows:  
 

1. South Cumminsville / Northside (The Mill Creek Expressway) 

The consultant selected shall, in addition to the aforementioned Focus Area Plan 
Components, identify alternative plans and corollary improvements that may be 
necessary for an improved local transportation network. The consultant selected shall 
explore proposed changes to current land uses and future development opportunities. 
 

2. Mitchell Avenue (The Mill Creek Expressway) 

The consultant selected shall, in addition to the aforementioned Focus Area Plan 
Components, consider ways to enhance linkages between I-75, Spring Grove Avenue and 
Clifton Avenue that services the adjoining communities of Clifton and Spring Grove 
Village. The consultant should enhance connections to surrounding neighborhoods by 
strengthening a neighborhood business district context and explore a residential 
component. Select a redevelopment strategy that promotes a market-driven mixture of 
land uses. The plan should identify possible ways to leverage highway improvements to 
assist in redevelopment. 

 
3. Hopple Street Interchange (The Mill Creek Expressway) 

The consultant selected shall, in addition to the aforementioned Focus Area Plan 
Components, integrate the recommendations from the Uptown Transportation Plan and 
other Uptown planning efforts into this Focus Area Plan so that planning efforts for 
Camp Washington, Hopple Street Interchange and Uptown intersect seamlessly. The 
Hopple Street interchange serves as a primary transportation access point to Uptown, 
Camp Washington and western Cincinnati. This Focus Area Plan should include changes 
to the Hopple Street Interchange and Department of Public Services properties. 
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4. Queensgate / Central Business District (The Brent Spence Bridge) 

The study for this area should explore changes in land use and potential redevelopment 
opportunities as a result of interstate improvements.  
 

I-75 Focus Area Plans should be contextual with other existing plans such as the GO 
Cincinnati Plan. The I-75 Focus Area Plans, as outlined above, should: 

 

• Generate a land use plan for each study area and identify potential development sites. 
Consideration should be given to underused or brown field areas. Indicate the 
negative and positive influences on existing businesses and communities.  
 

• Determine specific land uses and types of market-driven development that represents 
appropriate density. The consultant selected should consider land uses such as 
commercial, recreation, office, retail, residential, industrial and appropriate site 
amenities. Recommend land uses that maximize the value of property and support 
existing businesses, institutions, neighborhoods, amenities and attractions. 
 

• Consider and incorporate transit-oriented design that encourages use of mass transit 
and maximizes its benefits, where appropriate. 
 

• Identify and incorporate other major infrastructure investments to provide for 
integrated and coordinated investments synergies that improve efficiency, value, and 
cost reduction. 
 

• Provide attractive and exciting gateways into the I-75 Focus Area Plans by taking 
advantage of natural and man-made resources. 
 

• Incorporate green recommendations to reduce and filter storm water and minimize 
negative climate impacts.  
 

GENERAL PLAN DEVELOPMENT PROCESS 

The process will take approximately 9 to 12 months. The following steps are provided as a guide 
for the process of the study. The consultant selected will be asked to develop a more detailed 
scope of work that includes the process, schedule and milestones, public participation strategies 
and deliverables. 
 

1. Site Inventory and Analysis—Review existing site maps, land use, transportation, 
parking, zoning, utilities/infrastructure, and past plans from the City of Cincinnati. 
Review the current plans that have been developed by the ODOT and KYTC for the I-75 
Corridor. Complete site visits to the project area. Document important site considerations 
and issues. Existing plans that should be reviewed are listed below. 

 
a. North-South Transportation Initiative 
b. Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC) Brent Spence Bridge Replacement 

Feasibility Study 
c. Ohio Department of Transportation I-75 studies and plans 
d. Queensgate Urban Design Plan 
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e. Northside Urban Design Plan 
f. Camp Washington Urban Renewal Plans 
g. South Cumminsville Urban Design Plan 
h. GO Cincinnati Plan 
i. Uptown Transportation and Uptown Parks and Urban Design Plans 
j. City of Cincinnati Zoning Code 
k. Metropolitan Sewer District Consent Decree 
l. Any other relevant neighborhood or development plans 

 
2. Master Design Coordination/Public Process—Public input and participation is an 

important part of the I-75 Focus Area Plans. The consultant will be asked to develop a 
strategy to get meaningful public input. This strategy will include ways to establish 
reasonable expectations, communicate plans and issues, and respond to and incorporate 
input and suggestions. The consultant will present plan progress updates and plan 
findings to the Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee of City Council. 

 
3. Vision and Goals—The consultant, with the input of the Stakeholder Group, will 

develop a vision and a prioritized set of goals. These will be used to assess and rank the 
alternatives that are developed.  

 
4. Economic Analysis—Complete a broad economic analysis that incorporates the work 

completed by the GO Cincinnati Plan. Consider viability of existing land uses and 
recommend opportunities for new commercial development and existing businesses that 
should be encouraged. Identify viable businesses that may be displaced and develop a 
strategy for their successful relocation within the City. 
 

5. Plan Development—Develop a series of alternative plans that include conceptual land 
use and transportation recommendations. Alternatives should be doable and meet 
applicable standards and local needs for development, traffic, and transportation. Relative 
costs and funding source (public or market-driven private investment) should be provided 
at this time to help rank alternatives in terms of cost and benefits. Analyze each 
alternative based on consistency with the identified goals and other important criteria. 
Review alternatives with stakeholders and identify the preferred plan. Create a preferred 
plan that includes descriptions of type of land use, development, parking, public realm 
components, and transportation and other infrastructure improvements. 

 
6. Final Report—The final report should document the process and recommendations and 

include an executive summary.  
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CONSULTANT QUALIFICATIONS 

The design team for the I-75 Focus Area Plans should have expertise in a wide variety of areas 
that would encompass the possible issues that might arise in the planning effort. Some of the 
specific areas of knowledge that should be included are listed below. 
 

1. Urban Design—Experience completing land use plans for urban environments that 
include neighborhoods, business districts, amenities, tourist attractions, downtowns, 
development, and historic land uses. Knowledge of new urbanism design concepts and 
how they can be applied to existing older urban areas.  

 
2. Transportation Planning, Roadway Design, and Traffic Engineering—Experience 

with transportation planning and design, including traffic analysis and modeling, roadway 
and bridge design, parking, mass transit, and cost estimating for transportation 
improvements. 

 
3. Development, Economics, and Marketing—Experience in the identification of viable 

development opportunities, market niches for urban developments, assessing and 
projecting demand for development. Prior experience with urban economics, real estate, 
and marketing for major urban development projects. 

 
4. Public Involvement—Ability to communicate clearly with members of the public, 

generate interest, and get meaningful input into a planning process. Documented skill at 
communicating and getting support for plan recommendations. 
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II. PROPOSALS 
 

SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS 
The consultant shall develop a written response to this Request for Proposals (RFP), structured to 
comply with the requirements outlined in this RFP. While each proposal will be considered 
objectively, the City assumes no obligation to accept or to take action on any proposal. The City 
assumes no liability for any costs incurred in preparing or submitting any proposals. 
 
Interested consultants shall submit six (6) copies of their Statement of Proposals to:  
 

Bernadine R. Franklin, City Purchasing Agent 
City of Cincinnati, Division of Purchasing 
Two Centennial Plaza, Suite 234 
805 Central Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

 
Consultants submitting Statements of Proposals in response to and consistent with the RFP shall 
submit: 

 
1. A complete Statement of Proposals (see the Qualifications section of this document). 
 
2. A complete Form 147, Equal Employment Opportunity Program and Form 59, Vendor 

Registration. One of the six copies of the submittal should include original signatures. All 
other copies of the Statement of Proposals may include photocopies of the signed forms. 
The Statement of Proposals with original signatures should be clearly marked as the 
“Original.” 

 
3. Forms of insurance evidencing coverage or a statement that the necessary coverage will 

be obtained. The necessary coverage is provided in Contract Terms and Conditions 
section of this document 

 
DEADLINE for responding to the RFP and for submitting all related materials is March 
11, 2009, 4:00pm, EST. Late responses will not be accepted. 
 
All proposals must be submitted in a sealed envelope. The following notation should be on the 
sealed envelope: 
 
RFP—DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING: I-75 FOCUS AREA PLANS, Due March 11, 
2009, 4:00pm, EST.  
 
Statement of Qualifications can be withdrawn at anytime, if requested in writing, until the 
deadline date, at which time they will be considered firm. 
 

Content and Form of Statement of Qualifications 
The Statement of Qualifications (SOQ) is limited to 50 pages, 8-1/2" x 11". The 50-page 
limit applies to the entire qualification package, excluding the required City forms, resumes 
of key personnel, proposal cover, table of contents and tabs. SOQ received from a consultant 
must include, but not be limited to, the following information in the following order.  
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1. Organization's name, address, telephone and fax numbers, and federal identification 
number.  

 
2. Name, title, address, phone number and e-mail address of the consultant's primary 

contact person. 
 

3. Year established and any former name(s) of the firm; the number of years the firm 
has been doing business in the relevant disciplines; brief history of the firm.  
  

4. Summary of the firm’s local and non-local office resources and qualifications to 
provide a substantial portion the necessary services. 
 

5. Chart of the firm's organization showing level of organizational responsibility of key 
staff to be assigned to project and their home office location.  

 
a. Include names of principals of the firm, and the principals in the local office. 

Include type and status of relevant professional license, registration or 
certification held by the principals, name of the state in which the principals are 
registered or certified, and for how long. 

 
b. Include names of key local and non-local personnel (identify home offices), 

including managers and other personnel who are expected to be assigned to the 
project, relevant experience of each, and length of time with the firm. Include type 
and status of relevant professional licenses, registration or certification held by 
key personnel, name of the state in which key personnel are registered or 
certified, and for how long.  

  
6. Identification of outside consultants and associates expected to be retained, their 

address and telephone number. Indicate the nature, degree, and quality of work 
performed by them as well as ODOT pre-qualifications. Indicate which of these firms 
are Small Business Enterprises, certified by the City of Cincinnati. 
 

7. Examples and lists of similar completed projects, over the last ten years, on which the 
firm’s local and non-local staff (identify staff members and home offices) was 
involved in a significant and meaningful, decision making capacity. Include a brief 
description of project scope, approximate project costs, project schedule, a detailed 
description of the roles and responsibilities of the staff members, and significant 
and/or innovative design solutions or processes. Also, the consultant shall identify 
their previous experience with similar projects and the qualification areas identified in 
this RFP. 
 

8. A summary of the scope of services to be provided based upon and inclusive of any 
changes to the Proposed Scope of Services documented above, within this Request. 

 
9. Unique aspects of the consultant’s project approach, methodology, project familiarity, 

expertise and knowledge, and/or project management that distinguishes their work.  
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10. An anticipated schedule to complete the work as outlined in the consultant’s Scope of 
Services to be performed. 
 

11. Description of the firm's technical quality assurance/quality control procedures. 
 

12. Firm’s technological capabilities. Examples of how the firm has made efforts to keep 
pace with technologies specific to providing the necessary services. 

 
13. SBE certification. A Small Business Enterprise may be certified after selection, 

though information that the firm is soliciting for this certification should be included 
in the Statement of Qualifications. The certification must be in place before a contract 
is awarded. 
 

14. References. Local references for local work performed by local staff preferred. 
 

EXCEPTIONS 
The proposal shall include a statement indicating compliance with the Contract Terms and 
Conditions presented in Section III of this RFP or a statement indicating any exceptions 
thereto subject to negotiation. 
 
Selection Process / Determination of Preferred Consultant 

Selection of a preferred consultant and subsequent award of a contract will comply with City 
Administrative Regulation No. 23 and the Cincinnati Municipal Code. The City will 
determine the preferred consultant and award a contract to successful consultant considering 
the total requirements for this procurement and what will be in the “Best Interest of the City” 
in accordance with CMC Chapter 321. Only those Statements of Qualifications (SOQ) 
received timely and in proper form will be considered. The submitted SOQ will be evaluated 
and numerically ranked by the selection committee. In the City’s sole judgment, the 
consultants will be ranked according to which consultant best meets the requirements of the 
City. That consultant ranked highest will be designated as the preferred consultant. 
 
The submitted SOQ should fully and completely identify the ability of consultant to 
successfully provide all the required services. Only those resources and capabilities expected 
to be used on the project in a significant capacity should be identified and described. 
Superfluous information on resources and capabilities not expected to be used on the project 
in a significant capacity should be omitted. 
 
The City of Cincinnati reserves the right to ask for additional information and clarification 
from or about any or all consultants. If deemed necessary, the selection committee may select 
to interview all, none, or some short list of consultants before determining the preferred 
consultant. The consultants should not rely on there being interviews and the submitted SOQ 
should fully and completely identify the ability of the consultant to provide the necessary 
services. The City of Cincinnati reserves the right to reject any or all submitted SOQs. 
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Process for Entering into an Agreement 

The preferred consultant will be offered the opportunity to enter into a contract with the City 
of Cincinnati to provide necessary services for the I-75 Focus Area Plans if, and only if, an 
acceptable fee for providing these services can be negotiated. If a mutually acceptable fee for 
providing these services cannot be established, the consultant will be removed from 
consideration and the next highest ranked consultant will be deemed the new preferred 
consultant and the City will work to establish a mutually acceptable fee with the new 
consultant.  

 
Additional Information 
The City reserves the right to check all references furnished and consider responses received 
in determining the award. 

The City reserves the right to perform investigations as may be deemed necessary by the City 
to assure that competent persons will be and are utilized in the performance of the Agreement 
and to verify the accuracy of the contents of proposals. 

All proposals are subject to the disclosure provisions of the Ohio Public Records provisions 
of Ohio Revised Code Chapter 149.43. 

The City publishes information on the City of Cincinnati Internet web site at 
www.ci.cincinnati.oh.us, which includes the Cincinnati Municipal Code and the information 
concerning the rules and registration information about the Small Business Enterprise 
Program. The Vendor Registration Application (Form 59) can be downloaded from the City 
Internet web site. 
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III. CONTRACT TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
The consultant’s response to the RFP statement will be made a part of the contract with the City. 
Terms and Conditions, substantially in the form contained herein, will be included in the 
negotiated agreement between the City of Cincinnati and the successful offertory. 
 

Compensation 

A not-to-exceed fee for providing the necessary services will be established by negotiation 
with the preferred consultant. 

 
A. This payment will be full and complete compensation for the consultant's services in 

accordance with a payment schedule that will be established in accordance with the 
project budget. This fee will be considered a not-to-exceed or maximum fee and shall 
include all sub-contractors and reimbursable expenses. The fee shall be given by 
milestone completions. Hourly rates for the project team and the proposed fee for the 
subcontractors and reimbursable expenses shall be separately identified for each 
milestone or phase. The consultant shall state assumptions made in preparing the 
proposal fee. The consultant shall submit a salary schedule showing the direct salary, 
overhead rate and net fee (profit) for all employees (by position) who will work on 
the project. The consultant will submit to the City a detailed breakdown of costs 
included in the computation of the overhead rate with the signed contract. Additional 
personnel positions may be added during the term of this agreement pending approval 
of the City’s Director of the Department of Transportation and Engineering. 

 
In addition to the aforementioned salaries, the City will reimburse the consultant for 
all applicable direct costs, if said costs are not included in the overhead computation 
and are approved in writing by the City, as listed below. 
 

Travel to project site (out–of–town or in-town) – at cost 
 Outside reproduction – at cost 
 Outside consultants – at cost 
 Equipment rental – 5% markup 
 Out-of-Pocket expenses – 5% markup 
 
The City is generally exempt from Federal Excise and Ohio Sales Tax. The City’s 
Federal Tax Exempt Registry Number is 31-73-0370K. The consultant should not 
include these taxes in the proposal. 

 
B. The written Authorization to Proceed will be issued identifying specific work and 

costs. Payment under the negotiated agreement will be full and complete 
compensation for the consultant's services in accordance with the fee schedule, and 
all proper amendments made thereto, and in accordance with the written 
Authorization to Proceed, and the Request for Certification. 

 
C. In the event the City of Cincinnati and consultant determine it necessary to amend the 

fee schedules due to regulatory changes or technological innovations that may cause 
changes in the cost of services included in the negotiated agreement, the consultant 
may submit a written proposal requesting a change in prices. The proposal will be 
reviewed by the City of Cincinnati, and if approved, will provide a basis for 
amendment to the negotiated agreement. 
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D. The consultant shall be responsible for identifying to the City’s project manager any 

significant changes in scope affecting schedule and fee. Consultants should note that 
Section 5705.41(d) of the Ohio Revised Code requires that funds be certified for work 
prior to the performance of that work. The consultant shall not be entitled to 
additional compensation for work performed outside the agreed upon Scope of 
Services without prior written notice to and approval from the City. 

 
Method of Payment 
The City of Cincinnati will make payment under the negotiated agreement in accordance 
with the following method: 
 

A. The City of Cincinnati will make periodic payments to the consultant when all of the 
following conditions have been met: 

 
1. Submission of a requisition for payment to the City of Cincinnati from the 

consultant specifying that the consultant has performed the work under the 
negotiated agreement in conformance with the agreement, and that the consultant 
is entitled to receive the amount requisitioned under the terms of the agreement. 
The requisition for payment (City Form No. 37 - Claim Voucher/Invoice) shall 
indicate the disposition of the amount requisitioned by reference to the line item 
in the negotiated budget in a manner approved by the Director of Finance of the 
City of Cincinnati. All payment requests shall be submitted using City Form No. 
37 – Claim Voucher Invoice. Included with the payment request shall be an 
itemized cost summary including: 

a. Personnel fees itemized by each job title with their respective hours worked. 
b. Sub-consultant fees with copies of itemized invoices submitted by the sub-

consultants. 
c. Reimbursable expenses as approved in advance by the City. The following 

expenses are considered to be included in the consultant/overhead expenses 
and are not eligible for reimbursement: routine photocopying, postage and 
deliver services and fax machine usage. 

 
2. Submission of reports as required pursuant to Section 1 of the agreement. 

 
B. In the event the Consultant fails to fulfill the terms and conditions of the agreement, 

the City of Cincinnati will notify the consultant of the reason for such action and of 
the conditions precedent to the resumption of payment. 

 
Term 
The term of the agreement shall commence on the effective date of the agreement. 
 
Subconsulting 
None of the work or services covered by the agreement shall be subconsulted without the 
prior written approval of the City of Cincinnati. Any work or services subconsulted shall be 
specified by written contract or agreement and shall be subject to each provision of the 
agreement. 
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Assignment of Contract 

The consultant shall not assign any interest in the agreement, and shall not transfer any 
interest in the same, whether by assignment or novation, without the prior written consent of 
the City of Cincinnati. 
 
Compliance with Laws and Policies 

The agreement is subject to, and consultant shall comply with, all statutes, ordinances, 
regulations, and rules of the Federal Government, the State of Ohio, the County of Hamilton 
and the City of Cincinnati. 
 

Equal Employment Opportunity 

The agreement is subject to and the consultant shall comply with the provisions of the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Program of the City of Cincinnati contained in Chapter 325 of the 
Cincinnati Municipal Code (Ordinance 331-1999). Section 325-9 of the Cincinnati Municipal 
Code will be incorporated by reference into the agreement.  
 
The Equal Employment Opportunity Program regulations require the vendor determined to 
the best complete and submit an OCC 147 form. The OCC 147 form is designed to provide 
and evaluation of the vendor’s policies and practices relating to the extension of equal 
employment opportunity to all persons without regard to race, religion, color, sex national or 
ethnic origin, age, handicap, or military service. 
 
Failure to comply with the City’s request for submission of the OCC 147 form within ten 
days of the date of the request will be sufficient cause to reject the agreement due to the 
vendor being non-responsive. 
 
Small Business Enterprise 

The agreement is subject to and the consultant shall comply with the provisions of the Small 
Business Enterprise Program contained in Chapter 323 of the Cincinnati Municipal Code. 
Section 323-99 of the Cincinnati Municipal Code will be incorporated by reference into the 
agreement. 
 
Details concerning this program can be obtained from the Office of Contract Compliance, 
Two Centennial Plaza, 805 Central Avenue, Suite 700, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202, and (513) 
352-3144. 
 
The consultant shall utilize best efforts to recruit and maximize the participation of all 
qualified segments of the business community in subconsulting work, including the 
utilization of small, business enterprises. This includes the use of practices such as assuring 
the inclusion of qualified Small Business Enterprises in bid solicitation and dividing large 
contracts into smaller when economically feasible. 
 
The SBE must be certified under the appropriate city commodity code by the time of the RFP 
closing. The SBE may seek certification by contacting the Office of Contract Compliance. 
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Contractor’s Covenant Of Non-Discrimination 
Pursuant to the City of Cincinnati’s policy of non-discrimination, specifically in its 
purchasing and contracting practices and as a condition of contract award, we covenant, 
represent and warrant that: 

 
� We will not discriminate against small business enterprises on the basis of race, 

ethnicity, gender or disability in the process of contracting, subcontracting and 
purchasing; 

 
� We will use good faith efforts to promote opportunities for small business enterprises 

to participate in and compete for opportunities to the extent of their availability and 
capacity; 

 
� If awarded the contract, we will submit to ongoing monitoring by and submittal of 

reports to the City’s Office of Contract Compliance; 
 

� We will submit to investigations and/or audits by the Office of Contract Compliance 
in connection with routine monitoring or as a result of specific allegations of 
discrimination. 

 

Prompt Pay 

The agreement is subject to the provisions of Chapter 319 of the Cincinnati Municipal Code, 
which provides for a “Prompt Payment System.” 
 
Political Activity Restrictions 

The consultant shall comply with the requirements of the Political Activity Restrictions of 
the City of Cincinnati contained in Ordinance No. 358-1992. 
 
Evaluation, Reports, Information and Audits 

The consultant agrees to participate fully in all evaluation activities initiated by the City. The 
consultant, at such times and in such form as the City of Cincinnati may require, shall furnish 
the City of Cincinnati such reports as may be requested pertaining to the work, student 
participation, course tracking, and services undertaken pursuant to the agreement, the costs 
and obligations incurred or to be incurred in connection therewith, and any other matters 
covered by the agreement. The consultant shall retain all financial and administration records 
for a period of three years after the expiration or termination of the agreement, and shall 
permit the City of Cincinnati or any of its representatives or auditors access to such records. 
 
Hold Harmless 

The consultant shall protect, defend and hold harmless the City of Cincinnati, its agents, 
employees, and volunteers from any and all loss, claims, expenses, actions, causes of action, 
costs, damages, and obligations, financial or otherwise, including attorney fees and legal 
expenses, arising from any and all acts of the consultant, its agents, employees, licensees, 
invitees, that result in injury to persons or damage to property. 
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Indemnification and Insurance 

The consultant shall indemnify the City of Cincinnati from any and all loss, claims, expenses, 
actions, causes of action, costs, damages, and obligations, financial or otherwise, including 
attorney fees and legal expenses, arising from any and all acts of the consultant, its agents, 
employees, licensees, that result in injury to persons or damage to property. 
 
The consultant, at its sole cost and expense, shall procure and maintain Workers 
Compensation insurance coverage. A copy of a document evidencing such Workers 
Compensation coverage shall be furnished to the City of Cincinnati prior to commencement 
of services by the consultant under the agreement. 
 
The consultant, at its sole cost and expense, shall procure and maintain at all times during the 
term of the agreement Comprehensive General Liability Insurance (including personal 
injury) with a combined single limit for personal injury and property damage of not less than 
One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) per occurrence. 
 
The consultant, at its sole cost and expense, shall procure and maintain at all times during the 
term of the agreement Automobile Liability (including Non-Owned and Hired Auto 
Coverage) of not less than One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) per occurrence. 
 
The consultant shall have the City of Cincinnati named as an additional insured. The 
consultant shall furnish to the City of Cincinnati Certificates of Insurance certifying the 
above types and amounts of insurance. Such Certificates shall include a Notice of 
Cancellation clause with notification being sent to the City of Cincinnati. 

 

Conflict of Interest 

A. No officer, employee, or agent of the City of Cincinnati who exercises any functions or 
responsibilities in connection with the planning and carrying out of the program, nor any 
immediate family member, close business associate, or organization which is about to 
employ any such person, shall have any personal financial interest, direct or indirect, in 
the consultant or in the agreement and the Vendor shall take appropriate steps to assure 
compliance. 

B. The consultant agrees that it will not contract with any subconsultant in which it has any 
personal financial interest, direct or indirect. The consultant further covenants that in the 
performance of the agreement no person having any conflicting interest shall be 
employed. 
 

C.  The consultant agrees not to engage in activities on behalf of the City that produce a 
direct or indirect financial gain for the consultant other than the agreed-upon 
compensation, without the City's informed, prior, written consent. 
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Confidentiality 
The consultant, its agents, and its employees, will keep and retain any and all information 
and records generated under the agreement in the strictest confidence and will neither use 
such information or records nor disclose such information or records to anyone without the 
explicit written permission of the Director of the Department of Transportation and 
Engineering. The consultant warrants that it has and will continue to have safeguards in place 
to assure that such information and records are kept confidential by consultant, its agents, and 
its employees. 

 

Proprietary Materials 

The City of Cincinnati acknowledges that in the course of performing services, the consultant 
may use products, materials, or proprietary methodologies. The City of Cincinnati agrees that 
it shall have or obtained no rights in such proprietary products, materials, and methodologies 
except pursuant to a separate written agreement executed by the parties. 
 
The consultant acknowledges that in the course of performing services for the City of 
Cincinnati, the materials and information obtained, used, and/or produced for the City of 
Cincinnati are the exclusive properties of the City of Cincinnati and may not be disseminated 
in any manner without prior written approval of the City of Cincinnati. 
 
Warranty 

The consultant warrants that the service to be provided by it will be performed in good, 
timely, and professional manner by qualified staff and in accordance with generally accepted 
industry standards. The consultant further warrants that the design and recommended 
solution are workable and capable of meeting the project objective. 
 
Ownership of Property 

The consultant agrees that at the expiration or in the event of any termination of the 
agreement that any memoranda, maps, drawings, working papers, reports, and other similar 
documents produced in connection with the agreement shall become the property of the City 
of Cincinnati and the consultant shall promptly deliver such items to the City of Cincinnati. 

 
Copyrights 

The consultant shall not copyright any report, designs or documents paid for by the City of 
Cincinnati. Such reports will be available to the general public under the Ohio Public 
Records law - Section 149043 of the Ohio Revised Code.  
 
Non-Performance 

 a. If through any cause, the Contractor shall fail to fulfill in a timely and proper manner its 
obligations under this Agreement, or if the Contractor shall violate any of the covenants 
or agreements of this Agreement, the City shall have the right to terminate this 
Agreement by giving written notice to the Contractor specifying the effective date of the 
termination, at least five (5) days before such effective date. In such event, all finished or 
unfinished documents, data, studies, reports, and/or information prepared by the 
Contractor under this Agreement shall, at the option of the City, become the City's 
property and the Contractor shall be entitled to receive equitable compensation for any 
work satisfactorily completed at the date of termination. 
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b. Any periodic payments from the City specified in this Agreement will be contingent upon 
performance of contractual obligations to date, including the proper receipt of supporting 
receipts, invoices, reports, statements, or any other supporting information as required by 
the City in this Agreement.  Failure to satisfactorily meet any one of the Agreement 
obligations by the Contractor may result in the City not approving periodic payments to 
the Contractor and/or filing liens as may be necessary against the Contractor's assets or 
future assets, until the Contractor satisfactorily fulfills its obligations under the 
Agreement or satisfactorily reimburses the City for any prior payments.  The City also 
reserves the right to seek any other legal financial remedies as necessary pursuant to any 
damages the City may have encountered through the Contractor's default on any of the 
Agreement obligations until all or part of the City's prior payments have been recouped 
as the City deems appropriate but not to exceed the total amount of any prior payments.  
The City also reserves the right in the event of non-performance of this Agreement to 
prohibit any future or limited contractual relationships with the Contractor either directly 
or indirectly.   

 
If the Contractor terminates this Agreement after the work has begun, the City shall not be 
required to compensate the Contractor for services/work not fully completed. 

 
Termination 

A. Termination of Contract for Cause. If, through any cause, the consultant shall fail to 
fulfill in a timely and proper manner the consultant's obligations under the agreement or 
if the consultant violates any of the terms and conditions, covenants or agreements of the 
agreement, if no attempt is made to cure the failure within a period of ten (10) days or a 
longer period specified in writing, the City of Cincinnati shall have the right to terminate 
the agreement by giving written notice to the consultant specifying the effective date of 
the termination, at least five (5) days before such effective date. Notwithstanding the 
above, the Contractor shall not be relieved of liability to the City of Cincinnati for 
damages sustained by the City of Cincinnati by virtue of any breach of the agreement by 
the consultant, and the City of Cincinnati may withhold any payments to the consultant 
for the purposes of set-off until such time as the exact amount of damages due the City of 
Cincinnati from the consultant is determined. Exceptions may be made with respect to 
defaults of subconsultants. 

B. Termination for Convenience of City. The City of Cincinnati may terminate the 
agreement by giving thirty (30) days notice in writing from the City of Cincinnati to the 
consultant. If the agreement is terminated by the City of Cincinnati as provided, the 
consultant will be paid an amount which bears the same ratio to the total compensation, 
as the services actually performed bear to the total services of the consultant, covered by 
the agreement less payments of compensation previously made. 

C. Alternatives to Termination. In the event the consultant fails to fulfill the terms and 
conditions of the contract in a timely and diligent manner, the City reserves the right, at 
its sole option, as an alternative to termination of the contract, to reduce the services 
required herein of the consultant and reduce the project budget in a manner which reflects 
such a reduction, by giving notice of such in writing, stating the date such reduction will 
become effective. 
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Independent Contractor 

The consultant shall perform all work and services described as an independent contractor 
and not as an officer, agent, servant, or employee of the City. The consultant shall have 
exclusive control of and exclusive right to control the details of the services and work 
performed and all persons performing the same and shall be solely responsible for the acts 
and omissions of its officers, agents, employee, contractors, and subcontractors, if any. 
Nothing shall be construed as creating a partnership or joint venture between City of 
Cincinnati and consultant. No person performing any of the work or services shall be 
considered an officer, agent, servant, or employee of City of Cincinnati, nor shall any such 
person be entitled to any benefits available or granted to employees of City of Cincinnati. 
 
Waiver 

A waiver of any breach of any provision of the negotiated agreement shall not constitute or 
operate as a waiver of any other breach of such provision or of any other provisions, nor shall 
any failure to enforce any provision operate as a waiver of such provision or of any other 
provision. 
 
Law to Govern 

The agreement will be entered into and is to be performed in the State of Ohio. City of 
Cincinnati and consultant agree that the law of the State of Ohio shall govern the rights, 
obligations, duties and liabilities of the parties to the agreement and shall govern the 
interpretation of the agreement. 
 
Forum Selection 

The Contractor and its successors and assigns acknowledge and agree that all state courts of 
record sitting in Hamilton County, Ohio, shall be the exclusive forum for the filing, initiation, 
and prosecution of any suit or proceeding arising from or out of, or relating to, this 
Agreement, or any amendment or attachment thereto, including any duty owed by the 
Contractor to the City in connection therewith. 
 
Amendment 

The agreement may be modified or amended only by a written agreement duly executed by 
the parties hereto or their representatives. 
 
Entirety 
The agreement and the exhibits attached thereto will contain the entire agreement between 
the parties as to the matters contained therein. Any oral representations or modifications 
concerning the agreement shall be of no force and effect. 
 
Severability 
The agreement shall be severable, if any part or parts of the agreement shall for any reasons 
be held or unenforceable by a court of competent jurisdiction, all remaining parts shall 
remain binding and in full force and effect. 

 
Third Party Beneficiaries 
The agreement is intended to establish the relationships and the respective rights or duties of 
the parties thereto, each to the other, and there shall be no third party beneficiaries to the 
agreement. 
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Non-Exclusive Agreement 
The agreement is a nonexclusive agreement, and the City of Cincinnati may procure the same 
or similar services from other consultants at any time during the pendency of the agreement. 
 
Questions Concerning the RFP 
All questions concerning the Request for Proposals (RFP) must be submitted in writing by 
February 25, 2009 to: 

 
Charles C. Graves, III 
Director, Department of City Planning 
805 Central Avenue, Suite 700 
Centenntial Plaza Two 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 
Fax (513) 352-4888 
Email: charles.graves@cincinnati-oh.gov 

 
Responses to all written questions will be compiled and mailed or emailed by March 4, 2009 to 
all consultants who have requested a copy of the RFP. 
 
Oral questions will not be answered. 
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IV. FORMS 

 

MISCELLANEOUS FORMS TO BE EXECUTED BY OFFEROR AND SUBMITTED 

WITH PROPOSALS 

(see following pages) 

 


