
PEOPLE WHO MADE A DIFFERENCE IN THE WORLD 

 

Abraham Lincoln was an American lawyer and statesman who served as the 16th president of 

the United States from 1861 until his assassination in 1865.   He led the nation through the 
American Civil War and succeeded in preserving the Union, abolishing slavery, bolstering the 

federal government, and modernizing the U.S.    

 
He was born on February 12,1809 near Hodgenville, Kentucky and brought up in Kentucky, 

Indiana, and Illinois.   His parents were poor pioneers and Lincoln was largely self-educated. 

 
In 1836, he qualified as a lawyer and went to work in a law practice in Springfield, Illinois. He 

sat in the state legislature from 1834 to 1842 and in 1846 was elected to Congress, representing 

the Whig Party for a term.  In 1856, he joined the new Republican Party and in 1860 he was 

asked to run as their presidential candidate. 
 

In the presidential campaign, he made his opposition to slavery very clear. His victory provoked 

a crisis, with many southerners fearing that he would attempt to abolish slavery in the South. 
Seven southern states left the Union and 4 more joined later, to form the Confederate States of 

America, also known as the Confederacy.  He vowed to preserve the Union, even if it meant war. 

Fighting broke out in April 1861. He always defined the Civil War as a struggle to save the 
Union, but in January 1863 he nonetheless issued the Emancipation Proclamation, which freed 

all slaves in areas still under Confederate control. This was an important symbolic gesture that 

identified the Union's struggle as a war to end slavery. 

In the effort to win the war, he assumed more power than any president before him, declaring 

martial law and suspending legal rights. He had difficulty finding effective generals to lead the 

Union armies until the appointment of Ulysses S. Grant, as overall commander in 1864. 

On November 19, 1863, he delivered his famous Gettysburg Address at the dedication of a 

cemetery at the site of the Battle of Gettysburg, a decisive Union victory that had taken place 

earlier in the year. 

In 1864, he stood for re-election and won. In his second inaugural address, he was conciliatory 

towards the southern states. 

On 9 April 1865, the Confederate general Robert E Lee surrendered, effectively ending the war. 

It had lasted for more than 4 years and 600,000 Americans had died.  

Less than a week later, he was shot while attending a performance at Ford's Theatre in 

Washington DC and died the next morning, 15 April 1865. His assassin, John Wilkes Booth, was 

a strong supporter of the Confederacy. 

 

Martin Luther King Jr. was born in Atlanta, Georgia as Michael King Jr, on January 15, 1929 

and died on April 4, 1968 in Memphis, Tennessee, by assassination. 

He was an American Baptist minister and activist who became the most visible spokesman and 

leader in the American civil rights movement from 1955 until his assassination in 1968. He 

advanced civil rights through non-violence and civil disobedience, inspired by his Christian 

beliefs and the non-violent activism of Mahatma Gandhi. 



In the mid-1950s, Dr. King led the movement to end segregation and counter prejudice in the 
United States through the means of peaceful protest. His speeches—some of the most iconic of 

the 20th century—had a profound effect on the national consciousness. Through his leadership, 

the civil rights movement opened doors to education and employment that had long been 

closed to black America. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rosa Louise McCauley Parks was born on February 4, 1913, Tuskegee, Alabama. 

She was an African-American activist in the civil rights movement best known for her pivotal role 

in the Montgomery bus boycott. The United States Congress has honored her as "the first lady of 

civil rights" and "the mother of the freedom movement".  

On December 1, 1955, during a typical evening rush hour in Montgomery, Alabama, when she 

was 42-years-old, she took a seat on the bus on her way home from the Montgomery Fair 

department store where she worked as a seamstress.  

Before she reached her destination, she quietly set off a social revolution when the bus driver 

instructed her to move back, and she refused. She was arrested that day for violating a city law 

requiring racial segregation of public buses. 

On the city buses of Montgomery, Alabama, the front 10 seats were permanently reserved for 

white passengers and she was sitting in the first row behind those 10 seats.  

When the bus became crowded, the bus driver instructed Mrs. Parks and the other three 

passengers seated in that row, all African Americans, to vacate their seats for the white 

passengers boarding.  

Eventually, three of the passengers moved, while Mrs. Parks remained seated, arguing that she 

was not in a seat reserved for whites. James Blake, the driver, believed he had the discretion to 

move the line separating black and white passengers. The law was actually somewhat murky on 



that point, but when Mrs. Parks defied his order, he called the police. Officers Day and Mixon 

came and promptly arrested her. 

In police custody, Mrs. Parks was booked, fingerprinted, and briefly incarcerated. The police 

report shows that she was charged with "refusing to obey orders of bus driver." For openly 

challenging the racial laws of her city, she remained at great physical risk while held by the 

police, and her family was terrified for her.  

Her arrest became a rallying point around which the African American community organized a 

bus boycott, in protest of the discrimination they had endured for years. The boycott lasted 381 

days and was done by 17,000 black citizens of the city, which captured the world's attention.    

After Mrs. Parks was convicted under city law, her lawyer filed a notice of appeal. While her 
appeal was tied up in the state court of appeals, a panel of three judges in the U.S. District 

Court for the region, ruled in another case that racial segregation of public buses was 

unconstitutional.  

 

She died on October 24, 2005, in Detroit, Michigan. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



ARISTIDES DE SOUSA MENDESFRANCE Bordeaux, France…  On May 10, 1940, Germany 
invaded France and swiftly advanced south through the country. Many of the Jews living in 

France fled south.  

Most sought to enter Spain, proceed to Portugal, and then escape by ship. In order to cross the 

French border into Spain, the refugees needed Portuguese entry or transit visas.  

On the day the Germans launched their invasion of Western Europe, however, the Portuguese 

government instructed its consular representatives in France not to issue such visas, especially 

not to Jews. This left thousands of refugees stranded in Bordeaux.  

One night, Rabbi Haim Kruger from Belgium, one of thousands of refugees trying to escape, 

approached Aristides de Sousa Mendes, the Portuguese consul general in Bordeaux, and begged 
him to issue visas to the more than 10,000 Jews who had fled to the area. Sousa Mendes agreed 

to give visas to the rabbi and his family but said that he could not give out anymore, without his 

government’s approval.  

Rabbi Kruger refused to accept the offer. After much soul searching, Sousa Mendes decided that 

he would issue visas to all those who needed them, even though he would be risking his career 

and his life. As the Germans continued their push into southern France, he began to issue transit 
visas to Jews, defying the orders of his government. Sousa Mendes issued thousands of visas 

before the Germans reached Bordeaux.  

His wife, Angelina, took care of those who were ill, elderly, or pregnant, and his two oldest sons 
assisted him in preparing the visas. When German planes bombed Bordeaux on the night of June 

19, 1940, many of the refugees fled to Bayonne and Hendaye, French towns closer to the 

Spanish border. Sousa Mendes followed and instructed the Portuguese consul in Bayonne to 

issue special visas to the Jews.  

At Hendaye, he led the refugees to an obscure border crossing and persuaded the Spanish guard 

to let them through. Even after the German army entered Bordeaux on June 27, 1940, Sousa 

Mendes continued to issue Portuguese passports to Jews who were still stranded there, knowing 

that such documents might prevent these Jews from being deported to concentration camps.  

His disobedience again angered the Portuguese government. Sousa Mendes left Bordeaux on 

July 8 and returned to Lisbon, Portugal. He was dismissed from the diplomatic service and was 
denied retirement and severance benefits. Aristides de Sousa Mendes died in poverty in 1954 

and was survived by his wife and twelve children. 

 

 

Audrey Faye Hendricks (born in 1953) is known as the youngest marcher to participate in the 

Civil Rights Movement in 1963. At just nine years old, Audrey was involved in the Brown v. 

Board Education march with Civil Rights Leaders to establish that racial segregation in public 
schools is unconstitutional, being one of many children who were arrested and jailed. Audrey 

was also the only child involved in the Children's Crusade on May 2, 1963. 

She was born in Birmingham, Alabama in 1953 to Lola Mae Haynes and Joseph Hendricks, she 

also has a sister, Jan Hendricks Fuller. Audrey attended school at Center Street Elementary in 

Birmingham, Alabama.  Audrey's mother, Lola Mae Hendricks was a clerk-typist and a secretary 

working from Shuttlesworth's office at Bethel Baptist Church. 

 



The Supreme Court ruled in Brown v. Board of Education that the segregated schools were 
unconstitutional in 1954. In 1961, Audrey's parents were among the Civil Rights Activists who 

won a lawsuit to integrate Birmingham's 67 parks which unfortunately was followed by Police 

Commissioner Eugene "Bull" Connor's retaliated by closing the parks. 

In 1963, Audrey and other students from her school decided to walk out of class and join the 

march to Birmingham's Sixteenth Street Baptist Church with the Civil Rights Leaders like Martin 
Luther King Jr.  The students were organized into protest groups and marched the last four days 

in addition to demonstrating the discrimination in Birmingham. By May 6, Audrey was one of the 

approximately 2,000 children who were arrested and jailed in the Juvenile Hall, causing what is 
known as the Children's Crusade. This led to Hendricks being known as one of the youngest 

demonstrators to be incarcerated during the Civil Rights Movement. 

In 1969, about 15 years after the Brown v. Board of Education, Hendricks attended her first 

desegregated school. 

Later on, after her involvement in the Civil Rights Movement, Hendricks went to Bishop College 

and became a school teacher in Dallas, Texas. 8 years later, she was drawn back to 
Birmingham, Alabama, where she was helping children who were in low-income families, for 25 

years. In 2007 she earned her master's degree. 

She died in Birmingham, Alabama March 1, 2009 at 55 years old. 

 

 

 

Katharine Houghton Hepburn was born on May 12th,1907 in Hartford, Connecticut.  

She was an American actress of film, stage, and television. Her career as a Hollywood leading 
lady spanned more than 60 years. Known for her headstrong independence and spirited 

personality, she cultivated a screen persona that matched this public image, and regularly 

played strong-willed, sophisticated women. 

She became an unlikely Hollywood star in the 1930s with her beauty, wit, and the eccentric 
strength with which she imbued her characters.  Over a career that lasted more than 60 years, 

she took home a record four Academy Award wins for acting.  



While attending the all-women's Bryn Mawr College near Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, she  

fell in love with acting. After graduating from the school in 1928 with a degree in 
history, she spent the next several years acting in plays in and around New York, 

appearing in productions both on and off Broadway. She got her big break into screen 

acting when an RKO Radio Pictures talent scout spotted her in a Broadway performance 

and offered her an audition for a role starring opposite John Barrymore in the 1932 
film A Bill of Divorcement. She got the part and never looked back.   

 

A Bill of Divorcement became a hit, and RKO offered Hepburn a lucrative long-term 

contract to make films for the studio. Hepburn won the first of her four Academy Awards 
just a year later, for her performance in Morning Glory, opposite Douglas Fairbanks Jr. 

and Adolphe Menjou.  

 

Soon after, her performance as Jo in the hit big-screen adaptation of the beloved Louisa 
May Alcott novel Little Women won her great acclaim, and she became known 

throughout the world as a formidable screen presence with a fierce intelligence unique 

among actresses of her stature. 

 

She died at her home in Old Saybrook, Connecticut, on June 29, 2003. 

 

Laurence Clifton Jones (November 21, 1882 – July 13, 1975), was the founder and long-time 
president of Piney Woods Country Life School in Rankin County, Mississippi.  A noted educational 

innovator, he spent his adult life supporting the educational advancement of rural African-

American students in the segregated South. 

After graduating from the University of Iowa in 1908, he turned down an offer to teach at the 
prestigious Tuskegee Institute in Alabama, instead opting to teach at the small Utica Institute, a 

school for African American children located in Utica, Mississippi. While he was there, he was 

recruited by the congregation of St. John's Baptist Church of D'Lo, Mississippi, to start a school.  

It was when he learned about rural Rankin County, Mississippi, which had an eighty percent 

illiteracy rate, that Jones identified his personal mission. In 1909 he agreed to teach a poor 
youngster to read, and soon found himself teaching a small group of students. He started the 

Piney Woods School with just $2 and three students.  A local freed slave named Ed Taylor gave 

Jones 40 acres of land and an abandoned sheep shed to start his Piney Woods School. 

After marrying Grace Morris Allen in 1912, Jones built a larger school to accommodate the large 
number of students interested in attending.[7] A local white sawmill owner donated the wood for 

that building, and dozens of other donations arrived, including cattle for milk, a large amount of 

land near the school, and cash.[8] Throughout the rest of her life, Grace was pivotal in helping 

her husband fund-raise for the school, and by teaching courses in domestic science.[6] 

In his popular book How to Stop Worrying and Start Living, author and motivator Dale Carnegie 
told a story of how Jones had survived a near-lynching in 1918 by demonstrating to the white 

mob how passionate he was about his efforts to educate African-American children.[9] Several 

accounts support Carnegie's account that after being persuaded not to lynch him, the crowd 
actually ended up collecting money to give to Jones to support his school.[8] Carnegie quoting 

him saying "No man can force me to stoop low enough to hate him". 

 



 

 

 

 

Marian Anderson - Seventy-five years ago, on April 9, 1939, as Hitler's troops advanced in 

Europe and the Depression took its toll in the U.S., one of the most important musical events of 
the 20th century took place on the National Mall in Washington. There, just two performers, a 

singer and a pianist, made musical — and social — history. 

At 42, contralto Marian Anderson was famous in Europe and the U.S., but she had never 

faced such an enormous crowd. There were 75,000 people in the audience that day, and 

she was terrified. Later, she wrote: "I could not run away from this situation. If I had 

anything to offer, I would have to do so now." 

 
So, in the chilly April dusk, Anderson stepped onto a stage built over the steps of the 

Lincoln Memorial and began to sing "My Country, 'Tis of Thee." Her first notes show no 

sign of nerves. Her voice is forceful and sweet. And the choice of music — that opening 

song — is remarkable, given the circumstances.  
 

http://www.npr.org/artists/102980721/marian-anderson


After "America," she sang an aria from La favorite by Gaetano Donizetti, then Franz Schubert's 
"Ave Maria." She ended the concert with three spirituals, "Gospel Train," "Trampin'" and "My 

Soul is Anchored in the Lord." 

On that stage, before a bank of microphones, the Lincoln statue looming behind her, iconic 

photographs reveal Anderson as a regal figure that cloudy, blustery day. Although the sun broke 

out as she began to sing, she wrapped her fur coat around her against the April wind. 

 

 

Henry Dunant (1828-1910) 

The man whose vision led to the creation of the worldwide Red Cross and Red Crescent 

movement; he went from riches to rags but became joint recipient of the first Nobel peace prize. 

Henry Dunant, who was born in Geneva on 8 May 1828, came from a devout and charitable 

Calvinist family. After incomplete secondary schooling, he was apprenticed to a Geneva bank. In 

1853, he travelled to Algeria to take charge of the Swiss colony of Sétif. He started construction 
of a wheat mill, but could not obtain the land concession that was essential for its operation. 

After travelling to Tunisia he returned to Geneva, where he decided to approach Napoleon III to 

obtain the business document he needed. 

 At the time, the Emperor was commanding the Franco-Sardinian tr oops fighting the Austrians 

in northern Italy, and it was there that Henry Dunant decided to seek him out. This was how he 

came to be present at the end of the battle of Solferino, in Lombardy. 

 Returning to Geneva, he wrote A Memory of Solferino , which eventually led to the creation of 

the International Committee for Relief to the Wounded, the future International Committee of 

the Red Cross (ICRC). Dunant was a member and acted as secretary. He was now famous and 
was received by heads of State, kings and princes of the European courts. But his financial 

affairs were floundering and he was declared bankrupt in 1867. Completely ruined, he was in 

debt for almost a million Swiss francs (1860s value). 

As a result of the scandal which this bankruptcy caused in Geneva, he resigned from his post as 

secretary of the International Committee. On 8 September 1867 the Committee decided to 

http://www.npr.org/artists/15044271/franz-schubert


accept his resignation not only as secretary but also as a member. Dunant left for Paris, where 
he was reduced to sleeping on public benches. At the same time, however, the Empress Eugénie 

summoned him to the Tuileries Palace in order to consult him on extending the Geneva 

Convention to naval warfare. Dunant was made an honorary member of the national Red Cross 

societies of Austria, Holland, Sweden, Prussia and Spain. 

 During the Franco-Prussian War of 1870, he visited and comforted the wounded brought to 

Paris and introduced the wearing of a badge so that the dead could be identified. 

When peace returned, Dunant travelled to London, where he endeavoured to organize a 

diplomatic conf erence on the problem of prisoners of war; the Tsar encouraged him but England 

was hostile to the plan. 

Henry Dunant died on 30 October 1910. The date of his birth, 8 May, is celebrated as World Red 

Cross and Red Crescent Day. 

 

 

 

                              

 

Frances Perkins, original name Fannie Coralie Perkins, (born April 10, 1882, Boston, Mass., 

U.S.—died May 14, 1965, New York, N.Y.), U.S. secretary of labor during the presidency of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. Besides being the first woman to be appointed to a cabinet post, she also 

served one of the longest terms of any Roosevelt appointee (1933–45). 

When Roosevelt entered the presidency in 1933 he named Perkins secretary of labor, making 

her the first woman to serve in a cabinet position. After the initial controversy of her 

appointment died away she settled into a 12-year term of effective administration of her 
department. She pushed for a minimum wage and maximum workweek, a limit on employment 

of children under 16, creation of the Civilian Conservation Corps, and unemployment 

compensation—all of which were enacted. She helped draft the Social Security Act and 
supervised the Fair Labor Standards Act (1938). When the focus of labour activity shifted in the 

late 1930s from government to unions, Perkins played a less visible role. Her most important 



work was then the building up of the Department of Labor, particularly the strengthening of the 

Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

Two months after Roosevelt’s death, Perkins resigned from the Cabinet, but she remained in 

government as a U.S. civil service commissioner until 1953. From then until her death, she 

lectured on the problems of labor and industry. In 1934 she published People at Work, and The 

Roosevelt I Knew, a record of her association with the late president, appeared in 1946.    

 

Frederick Douglass - 1818 - 1895 

Frederick Douglass stood at the podium, trembling with nervousness. Before him sat 

abolitionists who had travelled to the Massachusetts island of Nantucket. Only 23 years old at 

the time, Douglass overcame his nervousness and gave a stirring, eloquent speech about his life 
as a slave. Douglass would continue to give speeches for the rest of his life and would become a 

leading spokesperson for the abolition of slavery and for racial equality. 

The son of a slave woman and an unknown white man, "Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey" 

was born in February of 1818 on Maryland's eastern shore. He spent his early years with his 
grandparents and with an aunt, seeing his mother only four or five times before her death when 

he was seven. (All Douglass knew of his father was that he was white.) During this time he was 

exposed to the degradations of slavery, witnessing firsthand brutal whippings and spending 

much time cold and hungry.  

When he was eight he was sent to Baltimore to live with a ship carpenter named Hugh Auld. 
There he learned to read and first heard the words abolition and abolitionists. "Going to live at 

Baltimore," Douglass would later say, "laid the foundation, and opened the gateway, to all my 

subsequent prosperity." 

Douglass spent seven relatively comfortable years in Baltimore before being sent back to the 
country, where he was hired out to a farm run by a notoriously brutal "slavebreaker" named 

Edward Covey. And the treatment he received was indeed brutal. Whipped daily and barely fed, 

Douglass was "broken in body, soul, and spirit." 

On January 1, 1836, Douglass made a resolution that he would be free by the end of the year. 

He planned an escape. But early in April he was jailed after his plan was discovered. Two years 
later, while living in Baltimore and working at a shipyard, Douglass would finally realize his 

dream: he fled the city on September 3, 1838. Travelling by train, then steamboat, then train, 

he arrived in New York City the following day. Several weeks later he had settled in New 
Bedford, Massachusetts, living with his newlywed bride (whom he met in Baltimore and married 

in New York) under his new name, Frederick Douglass. 

Always striving to educate himself, Douglass continued his reading. He joined various 

organizations in New Bedford, including a black church. He attended Abolitionists' meetings. He 

subscribed to William Lloyd Garrison's weekly journal, the Liberator. In 1841, he saw Garrison 
speak at the Bristol Anti-Slavery Society's annual meeting. Douglass was inspired by the 

speaker, later stating, "no face and form ever impressed me with such sentiments [the hatred of 

slavery] as did those of William Lloyd Garrison."  

Despite apprehensions that the information might endanger his freedom, Douglass published his 
autobiography, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Written By 

Himself. The year was 1845. Three years later, after a speaking tour of England, Ireland, and 



Scotland, Douglass published the first issue of the North Star, a four-page weekly, out of 

Rochester, New York. 

Frederick Douglass would continue his active involvement to better the lives of African 

Americans. He conferred with Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War and recruited northern 

blacks for the Union Army. After the War he fought for the rights of women and African 

Americans alike. Frederick Douglass - 1818–1895 

He became one of the most famous intellectuals of his time, advising presidents and lecturing to 

thousands on a range of causes, including women’s rights and Irish home rule.  

Among Douglass’ writings are several autobiographies eloquently describing his experiences in 

slavery and his life after the Civil War, including the well-known work Narrative of the Life of 

Frederick Douglass, an American Slave. 

 

 

 

 

Maya Angelou was born as Marguerite Annie Johnson on April 4, 1928 in St. Louis, Missouri. 

She was a great American poet, memoirist, and civil rights activist. She published seven 

autobiographies, three books of essays, several books of poetry, and is credited with a list of 

plays, movies, and television shows spanning over 50 years. She received dozens of awards and 

more than 50 honorary degrees.  

She is best known for her series of 7 autobiographies, which focus on her childhood and early 

adult experiences. The first, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (1969), tells of her life up to 

the age of 17 and brought her international recognition and acclaim. 

She became a poet and writer after a string of odd jobs during her young adulthood. These 

included fry cook, nightclub performer, Porgy and Bess cast member, Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference coordinator, and correspondent in Egypt and Ghana during the            

de-colonization of Africa.  



She was also an actress, writer, director, and producer of plays, movies, and public television 
programs. In 1982, she was named the first Reynolds Professor of American Studies at Wake 

Forest University in Winston-Salem, North Carolina.  

She was active in the Civil Rights Movement and worked with Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm 

X. Beginning in the 1990s, she made approximately 80 appearances a year on the lecture 

circuit, something she continued into her eighties. In 1993, Angelou recited her poem "On the 
Pulse of Morning" (1993) at the first inauguration of Bill Clinton, making her the first poet to 

make an inaugural recitation since Robert Frost at the inauguration of John F. Kennedy in 1961. 

She died on May 28, 2014 in Winston-Salem, North Carolina. 

 

                              

  

Ruby Nell Bridges Hall is an American civil rights activist. She was the first African-American 
child to desegregate the all-white William Frantz Elementary School in Louisiana during the New 

Orleans school desegregation crisis on November 14, 1960. She is the subject of a 1964 

painting, The Problem We All Live With by Norman Rockwell.  

At the tender age of six, Ruby Bridges advanced the cause of civil rights in November 1960 

when she became the first African American student to integrate an elementary school in the 

South. 

Born on September 8, 1954, Bridges was the oldest of five children for Lucille and Abon Bridges, 

farmers in Tylertown, Mississippi. When Ruby was two years old, her parents moved their family 
to New Orleans, Louisiana in search of better work opportunities. Ruby’s birth year coincided 

                                
           

                    

                       

                            
                         

                             

                       
                    

          

                                                     

                                 

                                                   

            

         



with the US Supreme Court’s landmark ruling in Brown v. the Board of Education of Topeka 

Kansas, which ended racial segregation in public schools. 

Nonetheless, southern states continued to resist integration, and in 1959, Ruby attended a 

segregated New Orleans kindergarten. A year later, however, a federal court ordered Louisiana 

to desegregate.  

Her parents were torn about whether to let her attend the all-white William Frantz Elementary 

School, a few blocks from their home. Her father resisted, fearing for his daughter’s safety; her 
mother, however, wanted her to have the educational opportunities that her parents had been 

denied. Meanwhile, the school district dragged its feet, delaying her admittance until November 

14. Two of the other students decided not to leave their school at all; the other three were sent 

to the all-white McDonough Elementary School. 

Ruby and her mother were escorted by four federal marshals to the school every day that year. 

She walked past crowds screaming vicious slurs at her. 

Over time, other African American students enrolled; many years later, Ruby’s four nieces would 

also attend. In 1964, artist Norman Rockwell celebrated her courage with a painting of that first 

day entitled, “The Problem We All Live With.” 

She graduated from a de-segregated high school, became a travel agent, married and had four 

sons. She was reunited with her first teacher, Henry, in the mid-1990s, and for a time the pair 
did speaking engagements together. Ruby later wrote about her early experiences in two books 

and received the Carter G. Woodson Book Award. 

A lifelong activist for racial equality, in 1999, she established The Ruby Bridges Foundation to 

promote tolerance and create change through education. In 2000, she was made an honorary 

deputy marshal in a ceremony in Washington, DC. 

 

 

   

Harry T. Burn 

He was a Tennessee legislator who cast the deciding vote to ratify the 19th Amendment 

Born and raised in the small town of Niota in Eastern Tennessee, Harry T. Burn became the 

youngest member of the Tennessee General Assembly when he was elected in 1918 at the age 



of twenty-two. He entered history two years later, on August 18, 1920, when he cast the 
deciding vote to ratify the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. In his pocket was a letter 

from his mother, Febb Burn, urging him to “be a good boy” and vote for the amendment. He 

took her advice. 

After a hard-fought campaign, Harry Burn narrowly won reelection in the fall of 1920. He went 

on to a long career in public office in Tennessee. He married Ellen Folsom Cottrell in 1937 and 

had one child, Harry T. Burn, Jr. Burn died on February 19, 1977 at the age of 81. 

 

 

 

Ronald E. McNair 

 

South Carolina, 1959. A nine-year old Black boy sat on a library counter refusing to leave until 

the librarian gave him his books. He did not care that the librarian had called the police. He was 

not fazed that during this time in history, places of learning were staunchly segregated. He was 

unwavering as the police came marching in, confident that the knowledge he sought was 
rightfully his. And with courage and pride, Ronald E. McNair left the library unscathed with his 

books in hand, and his mother and brother by his side. Decades later, the Lake City Library 

would become the Dr. Ronald E. McNair Life History Center.  

Dr. Ronald Erwin McNair was born in 1950 in a low-income community in South Carolina.  In 
1971, he graduated magna cum laude from North Carolina A&T State University with a Bachelor 

of Science degree in Physics.  He then enrolled in Massachusetts Institute of Technology. At first, 

McNair was afraid to pursue physics at the graduate level, for fear he could not compete. 

However he persisted through his trepidation and in 1976, at the age of 26, he graduated with 

honors and earned his PhD degree in LASER Physics.                     

Dr. McNair soon became a recognized expert in LASER Physics while working as a staff physicist 

with Hughes Research Laboratory. In 1978, NASA picked 35 new astronauts from 8,000 

applicants. Among them were McNair and two other African Americans including Col. Guion 
Bluford, who in 1983 became the first African American to travel into space. In 1984 McNair was 

Mission Specialist aboard the flight of the Space Shuttle, Challenger making him the second 

African-American to fly to space. McNair and the four other crew members logged 191 hours in 

space on the eight-day mission. Challenger made 128 orbits of the Earth on that trip. 



For his achievements, Ronald E. McNair received three honorary doctorate degrees and many 
fellowships and commendations.  These distinctions include:  Presidential Scholar, 1967-71; Ford 

Foundation Fellow, 1971-74; National Fellowship Fund Fellow, 1974-75; Omega Psi Phi Scholar 

of the Year, 1975; Distinguished National Scientist, National Society of Black Professional 

Engineers, 1979; and the Friend of Freedom Award, 1981.  Ronald E. McNair also held a fifth 
degree black belt in karate and was an accomplished jazz saxophonist.  He was married and was 

the dedicated father of a daughter and son. 

After his death in the Challenger explosion in 1986, members of Congress provided funding for 

the Robert E. McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement Program to encourage students from low-
income, first-generation college backgrounds, or students from groups underrepresented in 

fields of graduate study to enroll in graduate studies.  Our McNair program at UC Berkeley is 

dedicated to the high standards of achievement inspired by Dr. McNair’s life. 

 

 

 

 

Williamina Fleming 

Williamina Paton Stevens Fleming was a Scottish astronomer. During her career, she helped 

develop a common designation system for stars and catalogued thousands of stars and other 

astronomical phenomena. Fleming is especially noted for her discovery of the Horsehead Nebula 

in 1888. 

Williamina was born at 86 Nethergate, Dundee, on May 15, 1857, to parents Robert Stevens, a 

carver and gilder, and Mary Walker. She married James Orr Fleming, an accountant and widower 

of Isabella Barr, at Paradise Road, Dundee, on May 26, 1877. Williamina was a teacher before 
traveling to Boston with her husband. After she and her child were deserted by James, she 

worked as a maid in the home of Professor Edward Charles Pickering. Pickering became 

frustrated with his male assistants at the Harvard College Observatory and, according to legend, 

famously declared his maid could do a better job. In 1881, Pickering hired Fleming to do clerical 
work at the observatory. While there, she devised and helped implement a system of assigning 



stars a letter according to how much hydrogen could be observed in their spectra. Stars 

classified as A had the most hydrogen, B the next most, and so on. 

In 1899, Fleming was given the title of Curator of Astronomical Photographs. In 1906, she was 

made an honorary member of the Royal Astronomical Society of London, the first American 

woman to be so elected. Soon after, she was appointed honorary fellow in astronomy of 

Wellesley College. Shortly before her death, the Astronomical Society of Mexico awarded her the 
Guadalupe Almendaro medal for her discovery of new stars. She published A Photographic Study 

of Variable Stars (1907) and Spectra and Photographic Magnitudes of Stars in Standard Regions 

(1911). She died in Boston of pneumonia in 1911. 

 

 

Robert Smalls 

Robert Smalls was born into slavery in Beaufort, South Carolina. At age twelve, Smalls was sent 
to Charleston to find work. Sending slaves to the city to "hire themselves out" was a common 

practice in the nineteenth century. Enslaved people were required to send any money they made 

home to their enslavers. Working at a variety of jobs aboard boats, Smalls learned to navigate 
the waterways of Charleston Harbor. At the beginning of the Civil War, Smalls worked as a pilot 

aboard the CSS Planter, a steamboat chartered by the Confederate government. 

On May 12, 1862 he and other enslaved members of the crew were detailed to load some heavy 

guns onto the Planter to be taken to a Confederate fort. They stretched out the work so that the 

guns would have to remain aboard overnight. When the white captain, engineer, and mate went 
into town for the evening, Smalls put on the captain’s straw hat and sailed the vessel to another 

wharf where his family and friends were waiting. They boarded, and he sailed out of Charleston 

Harbor, blowing the steam whistle at the appropriate check points for safe passage past Forts 

Sumter and Moultrie. 

Then, just out of range of their guns, Smalls raised the white flag of surrender and turned over 

the Planter and all the guns and military supplies aboard to the USS Onward, part of the Union 

blockade fleet. Through his daring act, Smalls secured the freedom of everyone on board and 

instantly became a Union war hero. 

Rear Admiral Samuel F. DuPont wrote to Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles that “This man, 
Robert Smalls, is superior to any who has yet come into the lines, intelligent as many of them 



(contraband slaves) have been. His information has been most interesting, and portions of it of 

the utmost importance.” 

After the Civil War, Smalls served in a variety of public offices, including the United States House 

of Representatives. Throughout his political career, Smalls continued to fight for equality for 

African Americans. In the US House of Representatives, he fought tirelessly against segregation 

of the military, railroads, and restaurants; opposed plans to relocate African Americans to 
Liberia; and served on a number of important committees. He also helped pass legislation that 

created the Parris Island Marine Corps Base near Beaufort, South Carolina.  

After his work in Congress, Smalls was appointed the Collector of Customs in Beaufort, a 

lucrative federal appointment, and held the post for almost 20 years despite opposition from 

local white politicians. 

After the Civil War, Smalls' former owners, the McKees, were on the brink of bankruptcy. With 

prize money he received for capturing the Planter, Smalls bought the McKee house at 511 Prince 

Street in Beaufort where he and his mother had been enslaved before the war. His family lived 

in the house for the next 90 years. When Mrs. McKee's health began to fail, Smalls allowed her 
to stay in her former home - an impressive act of compassion. Smalls died on February 23, 1915 

and was buried in Beaufort at Tabernacle Baptist Church. 

 

                                

Greta Thunberg is a Swedish climate youth activist who sparked an international movement to 

fight climate change beginning in 2018. With the simple message "School strike for climate" 
handwritten on poster board, Thunberg began skipping school on Fridays and protesting outside 

the Swedish Parliament. Thanks to social media, her actions have spread and influenced millions 

of young people all over the world to organize and protest.  

Launching "Fridays For Future," Thunberg and other concerned youths throughout Europe have 
continued to pressure leaders and lawmakers to act on climate change through their regular 

walkouts. Thunberg has also traveled the world, meeting with global leaders and speaking at 

assemblies to demand climate solutions and a recommitment to the Paris Agreement. Recently 

diagnosed with Asperger's, the activist has publicly shared her views on her disorder, referring 

to it as her "superpower."  



She was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize in March 2019, and a few months later she 

became the youngest individual ever to be honored as Time's Person of the Year. 

She was born on January 3, 2003, in Stockholm, Sweden and began her climate activism at age 

15. Thunberg was born and raised in an artistic family. Her mother, Malena Ernman, is an opera 

singer, and her father, Svante Thunberg, is an actor. She has a younger sister, Beata, who is a 

popular singer in Sweden. Like her sister, Beata has been open about her own challenges 

dealing with disorders like ADHD and OCD. 

She was only eight when she first learned about the climate crisis. Since then, she has made 

efforts to lower her carbon footprint by not flying and becoming vegan and has influenced her 

family to do the same. 

As the face of the climate youth movement, Thunberg has been invited to speak at numerous 
rallies including ones in Stockholm, London and Brussels. In December 2018, her speech at the 

United Nations COP24 in Katowice, Poland, went viral. 

"You are not mature enough to tell it like is," she said at the summit, addressing the Secretary-

General. "Even that burden you leave to us children. But I don't care about being popular. I care 

about climate justice and the living planet." 

Invited to speak at the UN Climate Action Summit in New York City, which took place in 
September 2019, Thunberg traveled across the Atlantic on a zero-emissions yacht, accompanied 

by her father and a supporting crew. Taking a little over two weeks, the yacht arrived in New 

York City on August 28th, and from there, Thunberg visited with President Barack Obama and 
later spoke before the House Foreign Affairs Committee and the House Select Committee in 

Washington D.C. on September 18th. 

Known for her blunt speaking style, Thunberg barely spoke before the committees and instead 

pushed forward the latest UN report. "I don't want you to listen to me," she said. "I want you to 

listen to the scientists." 

Two days later on September 20th, Thunberg walked with millions of protesters in New York City 
to demand climate action at the New York City Global Climate Strike. The demonstration became 

the largest climate protest in history with a total of 4 million people marching all over the world. 

The next day, she spoke at the UN Youth Climate Summit. 

Although the world's eyes were already on the teen activist, her speech on September 21, 2019, 
at the United Nations Climate Action Summit brought headline news. Speaking before leaders, 

lawmakers and U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, Thunberg lambasted them with one of 

her most indignant speeches. 

"You have stolen my dreams and my childhood with your empty words. And yet I'm one of the 

lucky ones. People are suffering. People are dying. Entire ecosystems are collapsing," she said. 
"We are in the beginning of a mass extinction, and all you can talk about is money and fairy 

tales of eternal economic growth. How dare you!" 

She added: "For more than 30 years, the science has been crystal clear. How dare you continue 

to look away and come here saying that you're doing enough, when the politics and solutions 
needed are still nowhere in sight... You are failing us. But the young people are starting to 

understand your betrayal. The eyes of all future generations are upon you. And if you choose to 

fail us, I say: We will never forgive you." 



Days later, Thunberg joined 15 other young climate activists to file an official complaint that five 
countries — Argentina, France, Germany, Brazil and Turkey — have not honored their Paris 

Agreement pledges and have therefore violated the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

treaty. 

On December 11, 2019, she was named Time magazine's Person of the Year; a month shy of her 

17th birthday, she became the youngest individual to earn the honor. 

"Thunberg has become the biggest voice on the biggest issue facing the planet," wrote the Time 
editor-in-chief. "This was the year the climate crisis went from behind the curtain to center 

stage, from ambient political noise to squarely on the world's agenda, and no one did more to 

make that happen than Thunberg. 

Taking a year off of school to campaign for climate action, Thunberg plans to travel to Mexico, 
Canada and South America to meet with environmental activists and see firsthand the regions 

most affected by climate change. 

 

 

 

Thurgood Marshall (July 2, 1908 – January 24, 1993) was an American lawyer and civil rights 

activist who served as Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States from October 

1967 until October 1991. Marshall was the first African-American Supreme Court Justice in the 
history of the United States. Prior to his judicial service, he successfully argued several cases 

before the Supreme Court, including Brown v. Board of Education. 

Born in Baltimore, Maryland, Marshall graduated from the Howard University School of Law in 

1933. He established a private legal practice in Baltimore before founding the NAACP Legal 
Defense and Educational Fund, where he served as executive director. In that position, he 

argued several cases before the Supreme Court, including Smith v. Allwright, Shelley v. 

Kraemer, and Brown v. Board of Education, the latter of which held that racial segregation in 

public education is a violation of the Equal Protection Clause. 

In 1961, President John F. Kennedy appointed Marshall to the United States Court of Appeals for 
the Second Circuit. Four years later, President Lyndon B. Johnson appointed Marshall as the 

United States Solicitor General. In 1967, Johnson successfully nominated Marshall to succeed 



retiring Associate Justice Tom C. Clark as an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. Marshall retired during the administration of President George H. W. Bush in 

1991, and was succeeded by Clarence Thomas. 

Marshall was born in Baltimore, Maryland, on July 2, 1908. He was descended from enslaved 

peoples on both sides of his family. He was named Thoroughgood after a great-grandfather, but 

later shortened it to Thurgood.  His father, William Canfield Marshall, worked as a railroad 
porter, and his mother, Norma Arica Williams, worked as a teacher. Marshall's parents instilled in 

him an appreciation for the United States Constitution and the rule of law. 

Marshall first learned how to debate from his father, who took Marshall and his brother to watch 

court cases; they would later debate what they had seen. The family also debated current 
events after dinner. Marshall said that although his father never told him to become a lawyer, he 

"turned me into one. He did it by teaching me to argue, by challenging my logic on every point, 

by making me prove every statement I made." 

 

 

        

Harriet Tubman 

Known as the “Moses of her people,” Harriet Tubman was enslaved, escaped, and helped others 

gain their freedom as a “conductor" of the Underground Railroad. Tubman also served as a 

scout, spy, guerrilla soldier, and nurse for the Union Army during the Civil War. She is 

considered the first African American woman to serve in the military.  

Tubman’s exact birth date is unknown, but estimates place it between 1820 and 1822 in 

Dorchester County, Maryland. Born Araminta Ross, the daughter of Harriet Green and Benjamin 

Ross, Tubman had eight siblings. By age five, Tubman’s owners rented her out to neighbors as a 
domestic servant. Early signs of her resistance to slavery and its abuses came at age twelve 

when she intervened to keep her master from beating an enslaved man who tried to escape. She 

was hit in the head with a two-pound weight, leaving her with a lifetime of severe headaches 

and narcolepsy. 

Although slaves were not legally allowed to marry, Tubman entered a marital union with John 

Tubman, a free black man, in 1844. She took his name and dubbed herself Harriet. 



Contrary to legend, Tubman did not create the Underground Railroad; it was established in the 
late eighteenth century by black and white abolitionists. Tubman likely benefitted from this 

network of escape routes and safe houses in 1849, when she and two brothers escaped north. 

Her husband refused to join her, and by 1851 he had married a free black woman. Tubman 

returned to the South several times and helped dozens of people escape. Her success led 

slaveowners to post a $40,000 reward for her capture or death. 

Tubman was never caught and never lost a “passenger.” She participated in other antislavery 

efforts, including supporting John Brown in his failed 1859 raid on the Harpers Ferry, Virginia 

arsenal. 

 

Through the Underground Railroad, Tubman learned the towns and transportation routes 
characterizing the South—information that made her important to Union military commanders 

during the Civil War. As a Union spy and scout, Tubman often transformed herself into an aging 

woman. She would wander the streets under Confederate control and learn from the enslaved 

population about Confederate troop placements and supply lines. Tubman helped many of these 
individuals find food, shelter, and even jobs in the North. She also became a respected guerrilla 

operative. As a nurse, Tubman dispensed herbal remedies to black and white soldiers dying from 

infection and disease. 

In 1896, she established the Harriet Tubman Home for the Aged on land near her home. 
Tubman died in 1913 and was buried with military honors at Fort Hill Cemetery in Auburn, New 

York. 

 

 

 



 

The Daring Disguise that Helped One Enslaved Couple Escape to Freedom 

In 1848 William and Ellen Craft blurred the lines of race and gender in order to escape slavery. 

In the mid 19th century in Macon, Georgia, a man and woman fell in love, married and, as many 

young couples do, began thinking about starting a family. But Ellen and William Craft were both 

enslaved and were well aware that any of their future children could be ripped away at any 

moment and sold as property. So, they devised a bold escape plan. 

Ellen would travel from Macon, Georgia to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania by train—masquerading as 

a white man and slaveholder. Her husband, William, would pose as her enslaved valet. It was a 

risky idea, but their background had prepared them for the moment. 

It was in this southern town that William and Ellen met and later wed, although the specifics 
remain unknown. What is known is that the pair was determined to have children and live as a 

free family. Because Ellen shared many resemblances with her father, they decided she could 

pull off a disguise as a white man. In fact, the idea wasn’t completely novel. 

Using Disguise as Escape 

“There were other stories of mixed-race enslaved people, enslaved people who looked white, 

who passed for white,” says Barbara McCaskill, Professor of English at the University of Georgia 
and author of Love, Liberation, and Escaping Slavery: William and Ellen Craft in Cultural 

Memory. McCaskill adds there were also other cases of enslaved people disguising themselves in 

the opposite gender. When it came to escaping the bonds of slavery, Black people, she says, 

“got very creative.” 

William worked as a carpenter under his slaveholder, and the majority of his earnings were 
taken by his owner. But he managed to save enough to finance his and Ellen’s escape. Ellen was 

a house servant to her half-sister, where she worked as a seamstress, among other domestic 

duties. With her skills, she was able to stitch her disguise. 

Neither William nor Ellen could read or write, since it was forbidden for enslaved people to study. 
In order to hide her illiteracy, Ellen placed her arm in a sling to avoid drawing attention to 

herself if any signatures were required along the way. She also covered her face in bandages to 

hide her feminine features. 



“[Both William and Ellen] concoct the story that she is very ill. And she's suffering from some 
kind of…tooth problem, along with arthritis,” says McCaskill. “At that time, middle of the 19th 

century, Philadelphia was a medical center in the United States. It was renowned for its 

hospitals, its spas, its cutting-edge medical practices.” 

It was a convenient coverup: A southern white slaveholder, riddled with injuries traveling with 

his enslaved worker to help him on the journey for medical treatment. The mouth injury was 
also used as an alibi for hiding her voice and possibly talking to anyone and raising flags that 

she wasn’t who she appeared to be, according to McCaskill. 

Both William and Ellen were trusted by their slaveholders, so they were able to acquire travel 

passes—authorization that allowed enslaved people to travel without fear of being arrested—and 

avoid raising suspicions as they started their escape in December 1848.  

There was a terrifying close call, however, when Ellen, who was traveling as William Johnson, 

ran into a friend of her slaveholder at the Macon station. Luck was on their side, however, and 

Ellen wasn’t recognized.  

The pair traveled onward from Macon to Savannah, Georgia and then crossed the state line into 

Charleston, South Carolina. The duo was so convincing that, according to an account later 
written by William Craft, Ellen was often advised by passersby to avoid abolitionists since they 

would look to free William along the way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

                                            

 

 

 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Associate Justice, 

She was born in Brooklyn, New York, March 15, 1933 and later, married Martin D. Ginsburg in 

1954, and has a daughter, Jane, and a son, James.  

She received her B.A. from Cornell University, attended Harvard Law School, and received her 

LL.B. from Columbia Law School. She served as a law clerk to the Honorable Edmund L. 

Palmieri, Judge of the United States District Court for the Southern District of New York, from 
1959–1961. From 1961–1963, she was a research associate and then associate director of the 

Columbia Law School Project on International Procedure.  

She was a Professor of Law at Rutgers University School of Law from 1963–1972, and Columbia 
Law School from 1972–1980, and a fellow at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral 

Sciences in Stanford, California from 1977–1978. In 1971, she co-founded the Women’s Rights 

Project of the American Civil Liberties Union and served as the ACLU’s General Counsel from 
1973–1980, and on the National Board of Directors from 1974–1980. She served on the Board 

and Executive Committee of the American Bar Foundation from 1979-1989, on the Board of 

Editors of the American Bar Association Journal from 1972-1978, and on the Council of the 
American Law Institute from 1978-1993. She was appointed a Judge of the United States Court 

of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit in 1980. President Clinton nominated her as an 

Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, and she took her seat August 10, 1993. Justice 

Ginsburg died on September 18, 2020. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Anne Frank - Annelies Marie Frank was born on June 12, 1929 in Frankfurt, Germany and died at 

age 15 in February of 1945, at the Bergen-Belsen Concentration Camp. 

She was a German-Dutch diarist of Jewish heritage. One of the most discussed Jewish victims of 

the Holocaust, she gained fame posthumously with the 1947 publication of The Diary of a Young 

Girl, in which she documents her life in hiding from 1942 to 1944, during the German occupation 

of the Netherlands in World War II. 

 

 

 



  

 

BRUCE LEE (1940 – 1973): ACTOR, MARTIAL ARTIST AND PHILOSOPHER – HONG KONG 

Wondering how Bruce Lee changed the world? Bruce Lee is one of the most mesmerizing cultural 

icons of this century, who has inspired many people around the world not just with his acting 

and incredible martial arts moves, but also his philosophical thoughts.  

He studied drama and Asian and Western philosophy at the University of Washington and taught 

his own approach to Wing Chun. He also helped change the way that Asians were being 

presented in American films at the time. 

 

ANNA PAVLOVA (1881 – 1931): BALLET DANCER – RUSSIA 

Named as the greatest dancer of all time, Anna Pavlova was born in St Petersburg in Russia. 
After seeing a performance of The Sleeping Beauty on her ninth birthday, she was determined to 

dance on stage. As a result, she became a prima ballerina (the chief female ballet dancer in the 

company). She toured all over the world, ran her own ballet school and was the pioneer in 

creating the modern pointe shoe (where a hard piece of leather is added to the ballet shoe soles 

to provide better support). 

Anna Pavlova is an excellent example of following her passions and living a life where you share 

your innate talents with the world. 

 

CRISTIANO RONALDO (1985 – PRESENT): FOOTBALLER – PORTUGAL 

Portugal has produced some excellent football players in its time but Cristiano Ronaldo is one of 
the world’s most famous and rich footballers to come out of the country. He is also an excellent 

business man (he earns just as much as Kim Kardashian on Instagram!). 

Ronaldo has changed the world of football not just by how popular he is but by also inspiring the 

youth of today to play like him on the field. 



Mother Mary Teresa Bojaxhiu was born on August 26, 1910 in present day North Macedonia.    

According to a biography by Joan Graff Clucas, she was in her early years when she was 

fascinated by stories of the lives of missionaries and their service in Bengal; by age 12, 

she was convinced that she should commit herself to religious life.  Her resolve 

strengthened on August 15, 1928 as she prayed at the shrine of the Black Madonna of 

Vitina-Letnice, where she often went on pilgrimages. 

Teresa left home in 1928 at age 18 to join the Sisters of Loreto at Loreto Abbey in 

Rathfarnham, Ireland, to learn English with the intent of becoming a missionary; English 

was the language of instruction of the Sisters of Loreto in India. She saw neither her 

mother nor her sister again.  Her family lived in Skopje until 1934, when they moved to 

Tirana. 

She arrived in India in 1929 and began her novitiate in Darjeeling, in the lower 

Himalayas, where she learned Bengali and taught at St. Teresa's School near her 

convent.  She took her first religious vows on 24 May 1931. She chose to be named 

after Thérèse de Lisieux, the patron saint of missionaries because a nun in the convent 

had already chosen that name, she opted for its Spanish spelling as (Teresa). 

Teresa took her solemn vows on 14 May 1937 while she was a teacher at the Loreto 

convent school in Entally, eastern Calcutta.  She served there for nearly twenty years 

and was appointed its headmistress in 1944. 

In 1950, she founded the Missionaries of Charity, a Roman Catholic religious 

congregation that had over 4,500 nuns and was active in 133 countries in 2012. The 

congregation manages homes for people who are dying of HIV/AIDS, leprosy, and 

tuberculosis. It also runs soup kitchens, dispensaries, mobile clinics, children's and 

family counselling programs, as well as orphanages and schools. Members take vows of 

chastity, poverty, and obedience, and also profess a fourth vow – to give "wholehearted 

free service to the poorest of the poor." 

She received a number of honors, including the 1962 Ramon Magsaysay Peace Prize and 

the 1979 Nobel Peace Prize. She was canonized on September 4, 2016, and the 

anniversary of her death (September 5th) is her feast day.  

She was Beatified on October 19, 2003, in Saint Peter's Square, Vatican City by Pope John    

Paul II. 

 

 

Paul Revere Williams, FAIA (February 18, 1894 – January 23, 1980) was an American 

architect based in Los Angeles, California. He practiced mostly in Southern California and 

designed the homes of numerous celebrities, including Frank Sinatra, Lucille Ball and 

Desi Arnaz, Lon Chaney, Barbara Stanwyck, and Charles Correll. He also designed many 

public and private buildings. 



He came from a family of middle class Memphis residents: Chester Stanley and Lila 

Wright Williams. They migrated to Los Angeles in 1893 with their son, Chester, to start a 

fruit business, but were not successful.  

Paul was born in Los Angeles on February 18, 1894. His father died in 1896 from 

tuberculosis and his mother two years later from the same illness, leaving the boys in 

foster care. He was eventually adopted by C.I. Clarkson and his wife. Williams was the 

only African-American student in his elementary school. 

He studied at the Los Angeles School of Art and Design and at the Los Angeles branch of 

the New York Beaux-Arts Institute of Design Atelier, subsequently working as a 

landscape architect with Wilbur Cook, Jr. He studied architectural engineering from 1916 

to 1919 at the University of Southern California, where he earned his degree, designing 

several residential buildings while a student there.  He became a certified architect in 

California in 1921 and the first certified African-American architect west of the 

Mississippi. 

He married Della Mae Givens on June 27, 1917, at the First AME Church in Los Angeles 

and they had three children. 

Williams won an architectural competition at age 25, and three years later opened his 

own office. Known as an outstanding draftsman, he perfected the skill of rendering 

drawings "upside down." This skill was developed because in the 1920s many of his 

white clients felt uncomfortable sitting directly next to a Black man. He learned to draft 

upside down so that he could sit across the desk from his clients who would see his 

drafts right-side-up. 

In 1923, he became the first African-American member of the American Institute of 

Architects (AIA). 

During World War II, he Williams worked for the Navy Department as an architect and 

during his career, he designed over 2,000 buildings. 

 

Annie Besant was a British social reformer, campaigner for women's rights and a supporter of 

Indian nationalism. 

She was born in London on 1 October 1847 but had an unhappy childhood, undoubtedly partly 

due to her father's death when she was five. Annie's mother persuaded her friend Ellen Marryat, 
sister of the writer Frederick Marryat, to take responsibility for her daughter and Ellen ensured 

that Annie received a good education. 

In 1867, Annie married Frank Besant, a clergyman, and they had two children. Her increasingly 

anti-religious views led to a legal separation in 1873.  She became a member of the National 
Secular Society, which preached 'free thought', and also of the Fabian Society, the noted 

socialist organization. 

In the 1870s, Annie Besant and Charles Bradlaugh edited the weekly National Reformer, which 

advocated advanced ideas for the time on topics such as trade unions, national education, 

women’s' right to vote, and birth control. 



She supported a number of workers' demonstrations for better working conditions. In 1888 she 
helped organize a strike of the female workers at the Bryant and May match factory in east 

London. The women complained of starvation wages and the terrible effects on their health of 

phosphorus fumes in the factory. The strike eventually led to their bosses significantly improving 

their working situation. 

She became interested in Theosophy, a religious movement founded in 1875 and based on 
Hindu ideas of karma and reincarnation. As a member and later leader of the Theosophical 

Society, she helped to spread Theosophical beliefs around the world, notably in India. 

She first visited India in 1893 and later settled there, becoming involved in the Indian nationalist 

movement. In 1916 she established the Indian Home Rule League, of which she became 

president. She was also a leading member of the Indian National Congress. 

She died in India on September 20th, 1933. 

 

Dalai Lama, Tibet's political leader, has strived to make Tibet an independent and 

democratic state from China. He and his followers are exiled to India. 

He was born on July 6, 1935 in Taktser, China, northeast of Tibet, to a peasant family. 

He is the head of state and spiritual leader of the Tibetan government-in-exile based in 

Dharamshala, India.  

After several months of searching for a successor to the 13th Dalai Lama and following 

many significant spiritual signs, religious officials located him, at age 2, and identified 

him as the reincarnation of the 13th Dalai Lama.  He was renamed Tenzin Gyatso and 

proclaimed the 14th Dalai Lama. 

Put together, the title of Dalai Lama is literally "Ocean Teacher," meaning a "teacher 

spiritually as deep as the ocean." 

He began his religious education at age 6. His schooling consisted of logic, Tibetan art 

and culture, Sanskrit, medicine and Buddhist philosophy, which is divided into five other 

categories dealing with the perfection of wisdom, monastic discipline, metaphysics, logic 

and epistemology—the study of knowledge.  

At age 11, he met Heinrich Harrer, an Austrian mountaineer, who became one of his 

tutors, teaching him about the outside world. The two remained good friends until 

Harrer's death in 2006. 

At age 15, he assumed political power of Tibet as the Dalai Lama.  

Tibetans believe him to be the reincarnation of his predecessors. For nearly 50 years, he 

had aimed to establish Tibet as a self-governing, democratic state. 

He has conducted hundreds of conferences, lectures and workshops worldwide, as part 

of his humanitarian efforts. He was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1989 and in 

December 2008, he announced his semi-retirement. 

 



 

 

 

 

Paul Revere Williams, FAIA (February 18, 1894 – January 23, 1980) was an American architect 
based in Los Angeles, California. He practiced mostly in Southern California and designed the 

homes of numerous celebrities, including Frank Sinatra, Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz, Lon Chaney, 

Barbara Stanwyck, and Charles Correll. He also designed many public and private buildings. 

He came from a family of middle class Memphis residents: Chester Stanley and Lila Wright 

Williams. They migrated to Los Angeles in 1893 with their son, Chester, to start a fruit business, 

but were not successful.  

Paul was born in Los Angeles on February 18, 1894. His father died in 1896 from tuberculosis 

and his mother two years later from the same illness, leaving the boys in foster care. He was 

eventually adopted by C.I. Clarkson and his wife. Williams was the only African-American 

student in his elementary school. 

He studied at the Los Angeles School of Art and Design and at the Los Angeles branch of the 

New York Beaux-Arts Institute of Design Atelier, subsequently working as a landscape architect 

with Wilbur Cook, Jr. He studied architectural engineering from 1916 to 1919 at the University of 

Southern California, where he earned his degree, designing several residential buildings while a 
student there.  He became a certified architect in California in 1921 and the first certified 

African-American architect west of the Mississippi. 

He married Della Mae Givens on June 27, 1917, at the First AME Church in Los Angeles and they 

had three children. 

Williams won an architectural competition at age 25, and three years later opened his own 
office. Known as an outstanding draftsman, he perfected the skill of rendering drawings "upside 

down." This skill was developed because in the 1920s many of his white clients felt 

uncomfortable sitting directly next to a Black man. He learned to draft upside down so that he 

could sit across the desk from his clients who would see his drafts right-side-up. 

 



In 1923, he became the first African-American member of the American Institute of Architects 

(AIA). 

During World War II, he Williams worked for the Navy Department as an architect and during his 

career, he designed over 2,000 buildings. 

 

Sophia Magdalena Scholl was born on May 9, 1921 and died on February 22, 1943 at 

Stadelheim Prison, in Munich, Nazi Germany. 

She was a German student and anti-Nazi political activist, active within the White Rose non-

violent resistance group in Nazi Germany. She was convicted of high treason after having been 

found distributing anti-war leaflets at the University of Munich with her brother, Hans.  For her 
actions, she was executed.   Since the 1970s, she has been extensively commemorated for her 

anti-Nazi resistance work. 

 

 

 


