
OLLI February 18, 2021 

REMINDER 

CSO 

www.cincinnatisymphony.org 

Friday 2/19 and Saturday 2/20, 7:30, and Sunday, 2/21, 2:00 

• Darius Milhaud, La création du monde (“The Creation of the World”) 

https://youtu.be/xg5GhEbSVcE 

 

• Anthony Davis, Litany of Sins 

https://youtu.be/UUJu12SYR9s 1:30-2:30 

 

• Leonard Bernstein, Prelude, Fugue and Riffs 

https://youtu.be/Ke9NzaXmzIk 

 

• John Adams, Chamber Symphony 

https://youtu.be/KNqGLYWX4Bo 

 

 

FORTHCOMING 

 

CHAMBER MUSIC CINCINNATI 

 

www.cincychamber.org 

 

Sunday, 2/21, 4:00 streaming live and on demand through 2/28, Pavel Haas Quartet, free 

 

• Bedřich Smetana, String Quartet No. 1, “From my Life” 

https://youtu.be/Re54b-xsQKk 

 

• Leos Janacek, String Quartet No, 2 , “Intimate Letters” 

https://youtu.be/DDLADlOTOFE 

 

METROPOLITAN OPERA 

 

www.metopera.org 

 

Monday, 2/22, 7:30 and 23 hours thereafter, Giuseppe Verdi, Il Trovatore free (synopsis below) 

http://www.cincinnatisymphony.org/
https://youtu.be/xg5GhEbSVcE
https://youtu.be/UUJu12SYR9s
https://youtu.be/Ke9NzaXmzIk
https://youtu.be/KNqGLYWX4Bo
http://www.cincychamber.org/
https://youtu.be/Re54b-xsQKk
https://youtu.be/DDLADlOTOFE
http://www.metopera.org/


Chorus 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QZN01_pAxro  

duet 

https://youtu.be/Z82690eUUfw 

 

complete 

https://youtu.be/FNcxmuC0XzY 

 

 

CINCINNATI OPERA 

 

www.cincinnatiopera.org 

 

Friday, 2/19, 7:30 and streamed through 3/21, “After Aida”, free with registration: drama with 

musical excerpts regarding Verdi’s life between Aida (1871) and Otello (1887) 

 

CINCINNATI POPS 

 

Saturday, 2/27, 7:30 and Sunday, 2/28, 2:00. Carnival! John Morris Russell, conductor, Héctor 

Del Curto, bandoneón  Camille Zamora, soprano 

 

Del Curto 

https://youtu.be/54DbTz5i7F0 

 

Zamora 

https://youtu.be/6v17Y89bSJM 

 

CINCINNATI BALLET 

 

Link is broken; search on web 

 

2/25-28 and 3/5-7, “CB at Home” New Works, Jarson-Kaplan Theater, free (see website) 

 

CINCINNATI JAZZ 

 

Monday, 2/22, 7:00-9:00, Mambo Combo, Memorial Hall 
https://www.facebook.com/events/193600159069158?active_tab=about 

 

Greenwich performance 

https://youtu.be/2vj9AyitdmM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QZN01_pAxro
https://youtu.be/Z82690eUUfw
https://youtu.be/FNcxmuC0XzY
http://www.cincinnatiopera.org/
https://youtu.be/54DbTz5i7F0
https://youtu.be/6v17Y89bSJM
https://www.facebook.com/events/193600159069158?active_tab=about
https://youtu.be/2vj9AyitdmM


CINCINNATI SONG INIATIVE 

 

https://www.cincinnatisonginitiative.org/ 

Sunday, 2/21, 4:00, On Belonging, streaming, tickets (varying prices), Fleur Barron, mezzo, 

Myra Huang, piano 

discussion with music—On Belonging, Barron and Huang 

https://youtu.be/JPcbcKB4p6s 

 

• Chen Yi, “Bright Moonlight” 

• Kamala Sankaram, “The Fair Shore” 

https://youtu.be/bGUc-oVN8l0 

• Kai-Young Chan, “Hard it is to Meet and Part: 

• Bun-Ching Lam, “To . . .” 

• Raymond Yiu, “Bright Fear” 

https://youtu.be/8fYFAWQ5SnE 

• Huang Tsu, “Flower in the Mist” 

• Chichun Lee, “Diamond Impressions” 

• Fang Man, “Lullaby” 

• Chinese folksongs 

 

BONUS 

 

• Philip Glass explains his work 

https://youtu.be/uqJ10fkznv4 

 

• Glass, Koyaanitsqatsi 

https://youtu.be/v6-K-arVl-U 

 

Synopsis 

ACT I: THE DUEL 

Spain, early 19th century, during the Peninsular War. The commander of the Royalist Aragon 
troops, Count di Luna, is obsessed with Leonora, a young noblewoman in the queen’s service, 
who does not return his love. Outside the royal residence, his soldiers keep watch at night. They 
have heard an unknown troubadour serenading Leonora, and the jealous count is determined 
to capture and punish him. To keep his troops awake, the captain, Ferrando, recounts the 
terrible story of a gypsy woman who was burned at the stake years ago for bewitching the 
count’s infant brother. The gypsy’s daughter then took revenge by kidnapping the boy and 

https://www.cincinnatisonginitiative.org/
https://youtu.be/JPcbcKB4p6s
https://youtu.be/bGUc-oVN8l0
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throwing him into the flames where her mother had died. The charred skeleton of a baby was 
discovered there, and di Luna’s father died of grief soon after. The gypsy’s daughter 
disappeared without a trace, but di Luna has sworn to find her. 

In the palace gardens, Leonora confides in her companion Ines that she is in love with a 
mysterious man she met before the outbreak of the war, and that he is the troubadour who 
serenades her each night. After they have left, Count di Luna appears, looking for Leonora. 
When she hears the troubadour’s song in the darkness, Leonora rushes out to greet her 
beloved but mistakenly embraces di Luna. The troubadour reveals his true identity: He is 
Manrico, leader of the partisan rebel forces. Furious, the count challenges him to fight to the 
death.  

ACT II: THE GYPSY 

During the duel, Manrico overpowered the count, but some instinct stopped him from killing his 
rival. The war has raged on, with the Royalist forces victorious in the most recent battle. 
Manrico was badly wounded, but his mother, the gypsy Azucena, has nursed him back to health 
in a camp in the mountains. 

A band of gypsies gathers at their mountain hideout. Azucena is the woman for whom di Luna 
has been searching. Her life is scarred by the memory of her mother’s death and the terrible 
revenge she exacted. Manrico, who has never heard the full story, is determined to finally know 
the truth. Azucena tells him how she stole the older count’s infant son but, in her manic rage, 
accidentally murdered her own child instead. When Manrico demands to know who he truly is, 
Azucena is evasive: All that matters is the mother’s love she has shown him all his life and that 
he does not fail to take revenge on the house of di Luna. A messenger arrives with news that 
Leonora, believing that Manrico has fallen in battle and hoping to escape di Luna’s grasp, is 
entering a convent. Azucena pleads with Manrico to stay, but he resolves to go to her 
immediately. 

Di Luna arrives at the convent with his troops to take Leonora by force, but his attempt to seize 
her is foiled when Manrico and his men attack. In the ensuing chaos, the lovers escape. 

ACT III: THE GYPSY’S SON 

Di Luna has laid siege to the fortress where Manrico has taken refuge with Leonora. Soon, 
soldiers bring in Azucena, whom Ferrando and his men have captured wandering nearby. When 
she hears di Luna’s name, her reaction arouses suspicion, and Ferrando recognizes her as the 
murderer of the count’s brother. Azucena cries out to Manrico to rescue her, and di Luna 
realizes that he now has his enemy in his hands. He orders a pyre built for Azucena before the 
walls of the fortress. 



Inside the castle, Manrico and Leonora are preparing to be married. She is frightened, but he 
assures her of his love even in the face of death. When news of Azucena’s capture arrives, 
Manrico summons his forces and prepares to attack. 

ACT IV: THE EXECUTION 

Manrico’s army has been defeated, and he and Azucena are being held captive in di Luna’s 
castle. Leonora has escaped and now comes to the prison to pray for Manrico’s salvation. When 
di Luna orders the execution of Manrico and Azucena at sunrise, Leonora offers herself to the 
count in return for her lover’s life; however, she secretly takes a slow-acting poison, sealing her 
fate. 

In their cell, Manrico tries to comfort Azucena, who is terrified of the stake and the fire that 
await her. Leonora appears to tell Manrico that he is saved and urges him to escape. 
Understanding that she has promised herself to di Luna, he denounces her and refuses to flee. 
But the poison is already taking effect, and Leonora dies in his arms, just as di Luna arrives. He 
sends Manrico to his execution. Azucena cries out that her mother is avenged: di Luna has killed 
his own brother. 

Bob Zierolf 

zierolrl@gmail.com 


