UC Online Financial Planning Checklist

As you prepare to continue your education, having a clear financial plan can

help you move forward with confidence. This checklist outlines important

information and resources to support you as you plan for tuition, financial

aid, and other payment options. You don’t have to navigate this alone —

we’re here to help.

Billing Information and Important Dates
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Tuition bills are typically posted about one month before classes begin.
Tuition bills are due five days before the start of the semester.

Log in to Catalyst to view your term bill and follow the official tutorial guide.
Review detailed tuition, fee, and policy information on the Office of the Bursar
website.

Federal Financial Aid (FAFSA)
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Complete the FAFSA as early as possible to allow time for processing.
Use UC’s school code: 003125.
Review your FAFSA confirmation page for estimated eligibility (note: this does not
reflect total out-of-pocket costs).
Monitor your email for updates regarding your final aid package.
Confirm you are completing the correct FAFSA year:
o 2025-2026 FAFSA: Fall 2025 through Summer 2026
o 2026-2027 FAFSA: Fall 2026 through Summer 2027
If needed, add or update UC as a school on your existing FAFSA application.

Alternative Financial Planning Options

UC Payment Plan
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Consider enrolling in the semester payment plan (breaks tuition into three monthly
payments).

Note: Enrollment fee is $35 per semester.

Be aware that due dates are fixed and cannot be adjusted.

If enrolling after the first due date, you must catch up at time of enrollment.
Enrollment opens about one month before the semester begins.

Employer Tuition Assistance

Q
Q

Contact your HR department to confirm tuition reimbursement eligibility.
Clarify whether your employer pays UC directly or reimburses you after payment.



U Start conversations early to avoid delays in billing or reimbursement.

Need Assistance?

If you have questions about financial aid or your FAFSA:

Email: CincyOnlineFA@uc.edu
If you have questions about your bill or payment process:

Email: bursar@ucmail.uc.edu
Phone: (513) 556-1000

Planning ahead makes a difference. Whether you're completing your FAFSA, exploring

payment plans, or reviewing employer assistance, each step you take brings clarity to your
path forward. We're here to support you every step of the way.
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