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CONFIGURATION: TRANSIT SHELTER CONFIGURATION: DYNAMIC SEATING

Site Plan: St. James’ Alley

Transit Shelter configuration shown at the head of St. James’ alley

2’ x 2’ Cube Plywood Infill Panels Seating Element
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Creative Placemaking requires innovative and creative approaches to 
solving age-old problems. The problem presented to the designer was 
how to effectively and efficently provide supporting infrastructure 

to the Walnut Hills Redevelopment Corporation. 

Specifically, the designer was given the task of 
responding to an existing site - St. James Park in 

the heart of Walnut Hills, in Cincinnati Ohio. 
Given the context of the site, the designer had 
to operate with numerous constraints: 

The design had to be temporary. The lifespan 
considered was no more than 5 years. 

Second, the design was required to change and adapt based 
on the rapid and ongoing changes in the nieghborhood. Walnut 
Hills is a neighborhood in flux, and the design was required to 
respond to this. 

Third, the design had to facilitate positive interactions with the built 
environment as well as foster the ongoing development of a community which in 

many ways is in the midst of defining itself.  

The resulting design, shown here in two configurations: the transit shelter and the dynamic 
seating element is the result of an intense and thoughtful examination of the context and program 

requirements of the Walnut Hills Redevelopment Corporation. 

Utilizing Hollaender SpeedRail components, plywood, nylon fabric, and other materials which in spite of their 
ubiquity often recede into the background. The modular placemaker aims to foreground these elements while 
poetically responding to the changing nature of the neighborhood and the spaces which it is madeup from. 

Based on a 2’ X 2’ grid, the modular placemaker is infinitely configurable. It is flexible in the sense that it can be 
temporary as well as permenent, with its stainless steel, aluminum and plywood materials. Because of this, the 
modular placemaker can be assembled, disassembled, modified and reassembled in a multitude of forms. The 
modular placemaker is ready to accept the identity of Walnut Hills, no matter how this evolves in the future. 

The design begins with the simple but powerful grid. In 
this case, a 2’ X 2’ grid was chosen for its universiality in 
terms of flexibility. The designers investigated countless 
modules prior to arriving on the 2’ x 2’ grid which turned 
out to be most flexible in terms of creating seating. 

3/4” plywood was chosen as the cladding material. This 
serves multiple roles: first and foremost plywood is a 
sustainable and resilent material. Second, plywood 
resonates aesthetically with the neighborhood and 
construction occuring throughout. Third, plywood is 
durable and easily shaped and cut into many different 
shapes. It is also extremely economical.

Combining the previous two elements with a third, the 
canvas ribbon creates the possibility for a seating element. 
The resulting seating element can be combined and 
reconfigured to create side tables, canopy elements and 
many other objects which can contribute to an overall 
improved urban environment. 
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