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Future Vision Plan for Price Hill, Queensgate 
and Downtown Cincinnati 

Vision Statement: “Planning for Prosperity” 

The Goal: To position Cincinnati’s Downtown and Mill Creek Neighborhoods for Future
Growth and Prosperity 

This 30 year vision plan for East and Lower Price Hill, Queensgate and Downtown aims 
to increase social, environmental and economic sustainability in downtown Cincinnati 
and includes transportation improvements that would give local industries a competitive 
advantage over other Rust Belt cities.

Sustainability happens because 
of deliberate actions made by 
those who have the power to 
make game changing decisions.  
It takes a lot of hard work and 
hard decision making to balance 
the social, environmental and 
economic spheres that make up 
the sustainability.  Sustainability 
cannot occur if only two of the 
three spheres are pursued, all 
three much have equal balance 
for sustainability to be achieved. 

This plan is a 30 year Vision Plan for Cincinnati which calls for the realignment of I-75 
through Queensgate leading to the new I-75 bridge.  This highway realignment would 
swing west of a new Queensgate neighborhood.  The old highway right-of-way would be 
claimed and turned into a 30 acre park which would build upon the west end of the Banks 
Development.  This Central Park would travel under the existing roads that bridge the 
highway right-of-way creating a continuous park that would allow one to walk or bike 
from the west end of the banks all the way to Ezzard Charles Drive near Union Terminal 
without ever crossing a street. 

This new Central Park would serve as a catalyst to attract new development all the way 
up the existing west end of the downtown neighborhood. Three new blocks would be 
created along Central Avenue between Third Street and Sixth Street.  These new block 
would be filled with Office, Condos and the northern block would include an expansion 
to the Cincinnati Convention Center with a new park side hotel on top.  More office, 
condos and mixed use developments would be created along the east side of the park. 



For the first 10-15 years the land uses on the west side of the new park (UPS, Duke, 
Wonder Bread, K4 Architecture, etc.) would remain unchanged.  These businesses could 
continue to operate as they currently do as higher densities are pursued within the 
existing downtown area. 

Along I-75 just east of Union 
Terminal would be City West 
Phase II.  This development would 
include more townhouse styled 
development with some 
neighborhood mixed use along 
Linn Street. This second phase of 
City West would have a 120’ green 
buffer including a living sound 
wall along the relocated highway 
from Dalton Avenue all the way up 
to Poplar Street.  At the south end 
of City West Phase II, Court Street 
gets extended across the Central 
Park to connect with Gest Street 
which connects directly across to 
Lower Price Hill.  This connection 
would vastly improve connectivity 
between Lower Price Hill and the downtown neighborhoods along with the new park. 

On the east side of downtown at 
Broadway Commons several 
structured parking facilities would 
be pocketed into the sides of the 
new casino development.  This 
would ensure plenty of parking for 
the casino, but would also ensure 
that residents of Pendleton would 
still have access to parking within 
walking distance of their homes.  
Another smaller parking garage 
would be located between 
Sycamore Street and Broadway 
Street on the south side of Twelfth 
Street.  Some new townhouses 
would be built on the block north 
of this new neighborhood parking 
garage.  The casino would also be 
surrounded by mixed use 
development which would capitalize on traffic that the casino will attract from the region. 

The Greyhound Bus Station currently located at Broadway Commons would be located to 
the east side of the casino site on the southeast corner of the Reading Road and Liberty 
Street intersection (building depicted with similar design to Union Terminal).  This new 
Greyhound Station would sit on top of a new train station which would service the 
CL&N right-of-way which parallels I-71 out to Norwood.  There are several potential 
transit oriented development sites along this corridor including Xavier University which 
can be seen on the enclosed full page map of this rail corridor.  This new multi-modal 
station would also be serviced by downtown electric trolleys which would be built 
locally.  This would turn the casino site into a major transportation hub on the east end of 
downtown.

There are also several surface parking lots sites within the downtown that need to be 
developed.  These parking lots could contain residential or commercial tenants, either one 
would represent a higher and better use for these sites.  Building on these underutilized 
sites would increase the critical mass of commuters needed to make the electric trolleys 



feasible and would also create the density needed to later develop the new Queensgate 
neighborhood.

The new Queensgate neighborhood 
will only be viable once the 
existing light industries on site 
have been relocated to other 
Cincinnati neighborhoods that are 
seeking to revitalize their 
neighborhood industries and bring 
jobs back to their neighborhoods.
As these industries move out of the 
immediate area, development 
could start to occur along the west 
side of the park.  The heart of the 
neighborhood would be a 
pedestrian scaled mixed use center 
shown on the plan in brown.
Surrounding this neighborhood 
core would be 12 civic / 
institutional buildings to add to the 
social amenities found in the 
neighborhood.

Within each of the six highest density blocks would be structured parking garages.  These 
garages include green roofs which would serve as outdoor patios for the condo buildings 
(shown in orange) that would rise above them.  Office buildings (shown in pink) would 
front I-71 and I-75 blocking highway noise from the residential condo and apartment 
buildings, while adding thousands of jobs within the neighborhood. 

The former Hudepohl Brewery would be revitalized into a beer hall / entertainment 
center.  Instead of trying to reopen the brewery as one large brewery, it is suggested to try 
and attract four to six microbreweries which would all share one large Beer Hall with 
several live music and entertainment venues within.  This brewery / entertainment center 
would anchor this new neighborhood and serve as a gathering place for Queensgate 
residents and other resident from around the City. 

Just north of the core of this new neighborhood one finds two new schools, one K-8 
school and a 9-12 high school.  These new schools would have eighteen new townhouses 
built to the west and ten large detached single family homes to the east leading towards 
the Central Park.  West of these new residential options one would find a new grocery 
store that would service the new Queensgate neighborhood, downtown, City West phases 
I and II, and would also serve East and Lower Price Hill residents.  Other retail stores and 
commercial uses would fill in around this new grocery store giving residents access to 
everything they need on a regular basis. 

The new Central Park would include recreational, 
historic and cultural uses including: a skate park, 
basketball courts, green / sustainability education 
facility, sculpture park, nature plan activities, 
arboretum, shuffleboard, large chess and checkers, 
ponds with fountains, amphitheater, hike / bike trails, 
fair grounds, topiary gardens, central mall 
playground, and much more.  Each “block” of the 
park would include two or three different activities 
and / or unique features.  As one travels through the 
park from one end to the other they would come upon 
new experiences every couple hundred feet.  This 
would ensure a continually changing and fluid 
experience as one passes feature after feature within 
the park.  Some office and condo towers would be 
built within the park creating high value properties. 



The new Central Park would also have storm water mitigation elements including several 
ponds which would retain storm water in the park while adding water features to add 
interest to the landscape.  A creek and constructed wetland network would connect the 
ponds and filter most pollutants out of the water.  These ponds would not only retain 
storm water that falls within the park, but would also retain storm water from numerous 
city blocks that surround the park. 

The final part of the 2040 Vision 
Plan is a plan for East and Lower 
Price Hill.  This plan calls for the 
relocation of several light 
industries from the east side of 
Burns Street, adjacent to the Lower 
Price Hill Neighborhood, to the 
MetroWest site north of Eighth 
Street.  This would allow for the 
redevelopment of this site to create 
a neighborhood level mixed-use 
district that would service the 
residents of the Lower Price Hill 
neighborhood.  This new 
neighborhood business district 
would have a moon shaped park at 
across the intersection of Storrs 
Street and Burns Street from the 
Oyler School.  A small 
neighborhood parking garage 
would be constructed across Storrs Street from the Oyler School.  This parking structure 
would service Oyler School, the swim club, the new business district and the Lower Price 
Hill neighborhood residents. 

The MetroWest site is a huge opportunity to create new jobs within the Lower Price Hill 
community.  The electric trolley cars that service five routes through downtown, Lower 
and Upper Price Hill would be built by a new company located at MetroWest.  This 
company would take old busses, convert them to electric drive trains and refinish their 
interiors so that would be an attractive and unique mass transit option for residents of 
Cincinnati.

This plan proposes the reconstruction of the historic 
Price Hill Incline which would serve multiple purposes.  
Functionally, it would serve as a pedestrian link 
between the East Price Hill trolley and the Lower Price 
Hill trolley, allowing one travel from East Price Hill to 
anywhere in the downtown and back without using any 
other form of transit besides these new electric trolleys.  
In addition to the functional uses of the incline it would 
also serve as a tourist attraction having excellent views 
of downtown from the top of the incline. 

At the top of the incline would be the new Incline 
Square development.  This would be a mixed use 
development consisting of condos, apartments, office 
space and medical uses and would create the critical 
mass of residents needed to make the incline a 
worthwhile investment.  This plan calls for an even 
larger Incline Square development than is currently 
being pursued by the developer, again all about the critical mass of residents needed to 
create a successful neighborhood business district at the top of the hill.  With the incline 
in place, it would be much easier to revitalize the Eighth Street business district in Lower 
Price Hill.  This could be developed into an entertainment center which would draw East 
Price Hill residents to ride the incline down the hill to enjoy the activities that would be 
happening in this new district. 



Also located in Lower Price Hill is one of the most important elements of the 2040 
Vision Plan, and that is the Queensgate Intermodal Terminal.  The Queensgate 
Intermodal Terminal will transform this river segment of Cincinnati into a world-class 
shipping port. 

A unique master plan has been created that marries cutting edge green technology with 
this unique “green transportation” facility.  A living sound wall, LEED certified 
administrative building, bioswales, bioretention areas, permeable pavements and 
alternative energies consisting of 49 vertical shaft wind turbines and 43 solar arrays 
containing over 1300+ individual photo-voltaic solar panels are all part of the master 
plan.

Container ships from Asia and Europe will  unload their containers onto river barges in 
Louisiana.  These river barges bring the shipping containers to the Queensgate Terminal 
where they are unloaded directly onto waiting train cars, taking products closer to their 
destinations and shortening product delivery. 

Trains transport the containers to one of the world’s largest distribution facilities in 
central Ohio reducing the number of trucks on highways.  This facility is within on 
trucking day of over 60% of the United States and Canadian populations and would serve 
the entire Midwest. 

Empty containers which currently clog traditional shipping facilities, would be refilled 
with American products and grains and be sent back to Asian and European markets. 

When looking at freight transportation fuel 
efficiency by mode, it is clear that trains are more 
efficient than trucks, and barges are more efficient 
than trains.  Cincinnati was founded on the Ohio 
River due to it water transportation access.  The 
City has the opportunity to revitalize this mode of 
transportation, creating the most cost effective link 
to world markets.  Having a containerized shipping 
port in Cincinnati would also create connections to 
other American cities along the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers such as Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, Huntington, West Virginia, Louisville, Kentucky, Mt. Vernon, Indiana, St. 
Louis, Missouri, St. Paul, Minnesota, Memphis, Tennessee, and Vicksburg, Mississippi. 

This low cost world-wide shipping 
network connection would give Cincinnati 
the competitive advantage that it needs to 
attract new job creating industries and 
research and technology facilities that 
need access to low cost and efficient 
freight transportation.  When the new 
Panama Canal opens in 2014, there will be 
an explosion of containerized freight that 
will flood ports within the Gulf of Mexico 
to avoid the long delays that plague west 
coast port facilities.  Cincinnati must 
position itself for this influx of freight 
traffic as Houston, Texas has done. 

Cincinnati could be at the forefront of freight shipping in the twenty-first century.  If the 
Queensgate Intermodal Terminal is not built in Cincinnati a similar facility will surely 
pop up somewhere else along the Ohio River, and Cincinnati will lose out on the 
economic opportunities that this unique facility would provide. 

Part of the Queensgate Terminal concept is a tariff per each container that passes through 
the facility.  Given a tariff of $10 per container, a spreadsheet has been created to project 
the revenues generated from the facility’s operation, and to show where those funds could 
go.  Streetscape improvements, façade improvements, moneys for the Oyler School, Boys 



& Girls Club and Incline Construction Fund and more are all potential recipients of 
money from this fund.  There are undoubtedly more worthy organizations in Lower Price 
Hill that aren’t listed that would deserve to receive a percentage, but a select list has been 
generated just to demonstrate what a potential distribution might look like.   

With the distribution shown above 80% of the revenues generated would be spent within 
East and Lower Price Hill, the neighborhoods that would be impacted the most by the 
site.  The bottom line is that the 20 year investment into East and Lower Price Hill is over 
$8 million dollars, and the 50 year investment into East and Lower Price Hill is over $24 
million without the residents or the City of Cincinnati having to raise a finger.  Citywide 
investment would be $10.5 million over 20 years, and $30 million over 50 years 
respectively all generated by revenues from the operation of the Queensgate Intermodal 
Terminal. 

This vision plan addresses all three pillars of sustainability.  The new Queensgate 
neighborhood would improve social and economic sustainability by adding new residents 
to the downtown area, create thousands of construction jobs, creating another 
neighborhood business district full of historical and cultural resources and increase 
property values which would directly increase the tax base of downtown. 

The Central Park plan addresses environmental and social sustainability be adding 30 
acres of green space to downtown, creating the catalyst to attract new residents to move 
into downtown, host numerous recreational / social / historical events and features that 
would attract residents to utilize the park to experience nature, and would retain large 
quantities of storm water runoff to help mitigate MSD’s consent decree to address 
combined storm water overflows throughout the city. 

The East and Lower Price Hill Plan would address all three pillars of sustainability.  
Environmental sustainability would be achieved through the creation of additional green 
space and the construction of green industrial facilities which would cleanly improve the 
city’s economic viability.  This plan would address social issues by moving industrial 
uses away from the Lower Price Hill neighborhood and by spurring new investment into 
the neighborhood to improve quality of life for Lower Price Hill residents.  This plan also 
addresses the economic sustainability of the entire city by including the proposed 
Queensgate Intermodal Terminal.  This development would give local and regional 
industries the competitive advantage they need to compete with other American Cities as 
well as foreign cities. 

This 2040 Vision Plan for downtown Cincinnati lays out the framework for a prosperous 
future for the City of Cincinnati.  Increased population, new businesses & industries, and 
a large Central Park are the keys to success as Cincinnati looks towards the future.
“Planning for Prosperity” is the name of the game.  Making hard decisions and hard work 
are the only way to achieve widespread prosperity for the residents of Cincinnati. 






