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Project Overview 
 
Wasson Way is a compact area full of unique opportunity.  Heavily residential with 
dense retail and educational corridors as well as green spaces-a-plenty, Wasson 
Way is full of potential.  A unique corridor such as this requires a variety of travel 
options.  Based on area density, potential annual user ship numbers and availability 
of commercial developments, I have been able to designate locations for three 
unique types of rail stops: Large hubs, medium stops and whistle stops. Large hubs 
will include destination features such as rest areas, bathrooms, and rental bikes and 
in some cases retail accommodations.  Medium stops will accommodate residential 
and institutional properties in traditionally active areas.  Whistle stops will be 
located in densely residential areas and will only be used when there is an active 
user at the destination, signaling they require a ride.  The combination of light rail 
stop locations and sizes and the many amenities along the Wasson Way LRT will 
surely create an efficient and exciting new region. 
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Information Gathering 
 
Gathering location information on and along the Wasson line was my first task.   
Along the line sits five unique zip codes, I was able to use these zip codes to gather 
information containing population information on all areas within a half mile radius 
of the proposed LRT line.  The information I gathered consisted of: area of each zip 
code, population density per mile, total population, home owners and renters within 
each zip code, as well as percentage of homeowners and renters without a vehicle.  
Population information such as this helped me decide on potential areas that could 
best benefit from a light rail station in their area.  Existing bus routes were also a 
large indicator of how many potential customers cross over the Wasson Line each 
year, thanks to the people at METRO, I was able to gather the ridership information 
for every bus in the city for the calendar year 2013.  METRO busses travel far and 
wide across Cincinnati; however, only seven routes take customers over the area 
covering Wasson Way.  These seven bus lines (Lines: 4, 11, 31, 51, 2X, 3X, & 25X) are 
responsible for carrying over 3.3 million riders per year.  The areas where these 
seven bus lines intersect the Wasson line proved to be beneficial indicators where to 
propose potential LRT stop locations. 
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Hub Descriptions 
 
After the population analysis had defined my project area, I created an agenda that 
would help create the most efficient and effective line possible.  Market 
analysis/development opportunities are very important in a new LRT, considering 
the potential for new development when a train comes to town.  An area such as 
Wasson Way is suited for short trips, therefore short, closer spaced stations were 
necessary to guarantee commuter and community orientation.  The goal of this light 
rail system is not only to generate new business and efficient travel, but also to 
revitalize underutilized properties and hopefully rid-the area of problem properties. 
 
Large Hubs are meant to be a destination, or in some cases, a terminus; therefore, 
the large hub statin locations were to be located at the most heavily traveled areas 
along the line.  These locations include Xavier University at University Station, 
Rookwood Commons, Hyde Park Plaza and the Red Bank Industrial Area.  XU + 
University Station is a terminus location as it is the very first stop on the line, it is 
home to not only a major university, but also concerts, D-1 sporting events, 
recreation, retail and is heavily residential.  Over 7,500 students attend Xavier each 
year and they have almost 1,000 staff members.  The area surrounding the potential 
XU station is very dense with over 6,000 residents per square mile and 24% of those 
residents live without the use of a car. 
 
Rookwood is the next logical large hub location, right on Madison road.  Rookwood 
Commons is home to over eighty stores including retail, grocery and dining services; 
it serves not only as a bustling employment center but also serves as a recreation 
center.  The area surrounding Rookwood is within close proximity to I-71, has 5,000 
residents per square mile, of which 13% have no vehicle, and the surrounding land 
uses are susceptible to change.  A large stop at Rookwood would provide safe travel 
to many surrounding residents as well as job creation and potential neighborhood 
revitalization along Madison road.  Hyde Park Plaza is another large employment 
center, which also serves the public in many ways, including: retail, restaurants, 
dining and recreation.  There are 4,400 residents per square mile surrounding Hyde 
Park Plaza and the surrounding area is susceptible to change. Finally, for the large 
hubs, we come to the eastern most terminus location at Red Bank.  The Red Bank 
Station sets itself apart from the rest, as it is not currently a heavily utilized area; 
however, the Oasis Line/Eastern Corridor has a planned stop at the same location, 
therefore the potential for future growth is through the roof.  Two stations coming 
together in one location is a developers dream, and to sweeten the pot even more, 
within one half mile of the proposed stop location there are more than thirty vacant 
acres.  The proposed stop is also within walking/biking distance of destinations 
including: Mariemont, Hyde Park, as well as Ault Park. 
 
Access to the Wasson line is very important to retain users; therefore whistle stops 
are very important for its continued success.  Creating walkability between the 
stops will generate ridership from along the entire span of the line, users will be 
able to hop on and off the line as they please to go from home to anywhere they 
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need and back again quickly and efficiently.  Whistle stops are an innovative form of 
train stop that will only stop for users that are actively waiting for the train and 
indicate they require a ride by signaling the train.  Whistle stops will work much like 
todays bus stops where the bus will only stop if there is a waiting customer.  The 
inexpensive and low invasiveness of a whistle stop infrastructure make them easy to 
build and maintain without disturbing the livability of the neighborhood. 
 
The lone proposed medium stop along the Wasson line is to be located at Withrow 
High School.  The Withrow location is unique in the fact that it is not large enough to 
be considered a hub but too large to carry the capacity of a whistle stop.  The 
medium stop at Withrow will essentially be a glorified whistle stop, the land area of 
the stop will be larger to allow for more users, but the train will only stop if there 
are active users at the location.  Withrow is a large high school with a large public 
open space for the surrounding residents; close to 1,000 students and faculty attend 
Withrow HS everyday during the school year.  The potential for heavy occupancy 
rides with regular school functions, including: sporting events, plays and 
performances as well as conferences, etc.  The neighborhood surrounding the school 
is also heavily dense with almost 6,000 residents per square mile, 24% of whom do 
not own a vehicle. 
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