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 I selected the environment as the subject for my final project because I am 

most interested in environmental planning.  When I get out of school this is what I 

would like to focus my career on.  This also wasn’t a big topic in other projects 

before our last.  It seemed that in a lot of others end projects they also did some 

environmental aspect.  The study area for my project was pretty much the whole 

corridor.  I didn’t really pick one specific spot, except for when it came to the 

community garden.  I chose this area because of its underutilized space.  It could 

offer so much more for the communities surrounding it. 

 With my project I was trying to make it clear that there needs to be some 

plan with the corridor that deals with the subjects that I chose: storm water 

management, community gardens, streetscape improvements, and 

transportation improvements.  Storm water management is a big deal because 

the county has such a problem with it.  Overflows are occurring over 100 times a 

year.  This is unsanitary and brings raw sewage to the street.  The problem must 

be addressed in a sustainable way, which is what I tried to do.   

 Other aspects were important to me in connecting the corridor to make it 

one cohesive street.  Before this project I didn’t even know that Madison 

connected with MLK, and I live on the east side.  With a connection along the 

road people will understand that they are on the same street and won’t feel that 

they are lost.   



 For a theory on my project I wasn’t able to find a specific theorist that 

would help me on my project.  I took examples from various projects that have 

been done in the past in other places.  The biggest example that I took ideas 

from was New York City’s High Performance Infrastructure Guidelines.  This 

encompassed all the ideas that I was looking at in my project on Madison.  I also 

used the book Toward Sustainable Communities, which also dealt with all the 

issues I was addressing plus. 

 In the GO Cincinnati report there is a section that deals with storm water 

management and green infrastructure.  I was creating my project with this report 

in mind.  I used the GO Cincinnati report in my research as well as the Brookings 

report. 

 The engineering students talked with me about permeable surfaces.  They 

were a lot of help when it came to where these surfaces could be used, why and 

why not.   For instance when it came to major streets, permeable surfaces were 

not suitable because of the amount of traffic that used the street.  It would 

damage the surface much more easily then on asphalt or concrete if the 

permeable surfaces were used.  We did a lot of discussion on what I should do 

on my board and how it was relevant to the corridor. 

 At the open house I got a lot of good responses to my poster.  I talked to 

several people about my ideas, and the ideas that they had, as well as what was 

currently going on in the city and county to solve the issues that I addressed.  

Katy Rex and I had a long discussion on what the zoo is doing with green 

infrastructure and how they are going to be an example for Cincinnati to follow.  



She also told me of other projects that are going on that many people don’t seem 

to notice.  We both agreed that if there was more advertisement of these things 

going on that people would pay more attention to them and try to either help or 

make a difference at home in some way. 

 

Text for linkage of pictures and diagrams: 

Each picture and diagram is labeled where they came from.  The only things that 

aren’t labeled are those on my poster that is on Madison/MLK.  The diagram at 

the top is of pavement along the corridor.  This was from GIS.  The diagram of 

Hamilton County and the two houses next to it were from msdgc.org, the 

metropolitan sewer district of greater Cincinnati.  The diagram on transportation 

and bus hubs on the same poster is from the book Toward Sustainable 

Communities.  The pictures were all taken by me, except for the aerials were 

from google.com.   


