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RECONNAISSANCE

ORGANIZATION STRENGTHS WEAKNESSES

North Fairmount
Community Center

+ Various community development

 

   projects within North Fairmount
+ Open to help residents
+ Works to better community

- Small-scale
- Limited funding

Cincinnati Union Bethel
Early Childhood

 

Education - Millvale
+ Serves low income residents
+ Preschool level education - Neglects older students

Cincinnati Works
+ Employment assistance
+ Skill training and classes - No guarantees

SmartMoney
Community Services

+ Financial counseling and education
+ Homeowner education

Freestore Foodbank - Not a grocery store

Hopple Street
Neighborhood
Health Center

+ Medical care for low income residents
+ Located in neighborhood - Lacks hospital services

Working in
Neighborhoods

+ Foreclosure prevention
+ Pre-purchase housing counseling
+ Community development - High client workload

Legal Aid Society 
of Greater Cincinnati - High client workload

St. Leo’s the Great

+ Spiritual services
+ Works with community agencies
+ Located in neighborhood

Day Share 
Senior Services

+ Day programs for health

 

   and rehabilitation
+ Transportation provided
+ Home maker and social work services

Hive 13
+ Community based technology

 

   education and learning space
- Does have a fee
- No open public computer access

Changing Gears

+ Sells donated and restored card for
   half the fair market value
+ Availability of no interest loans - No automotive repair services
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Government Private Non-Profit

SCHOOL Taylor Academy
4 min drive

Clifton Library
9 min drive

Warsaw Ave
10 min drive

Hopple St. Health Clinic
2 min drive

Millvale Rec. Center
5 min drive

ison Ave. Post Office
9 min drive

Hamilton Co. Jobs and 
Family Services
14 min drive

Fifth Third Bank
4 min drive

Mother of Mercy High School
8 min drive

Glenway Kroger
12 min drive

Wesley Community Services
6 min drive

St. Leo’s
in focus area

Hive 13
5 min drive

Working in Neighborhoods
6 min drive

City Link Center
9 min drive

Changing Gears
8 min drive
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NOTE: Diagram illustrates time from Linden-Denham 
intersection to closest service. Bus departure time is 
Monday at 10:00 A.M.
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FAIRMOUNT COMMUNITY RENAISSANCE
[North Fairmount | South Fairmount | English Woods]

No in-home services

EXISTING AREA SERVICES

CLOSEST SERVICE TYPE EVALUATION 

North Fairmount is a low-income working class neighborhood that unfortunately lacks a variety of 
social services, and has weak social cohesion. Population has been declining for years and criminal 
activity has become more of an issue. Many residents feel ignored by City Hall, as neighborhood in-
vestment has been directed elsewhere. Neighborhood assets like a community college and private 
businesses have likewise relocated elsewhere.

Despite the current trouble that North Fairmount faces, the neighborhoods does have some existing 
assets to build upon. The recently built Hopple Street Health Clinic serves as a modern health facili-
ty for area children, and its location along Beekman St. makes it accessible by foot to the heart of 
North Fairmount. Lois Broerman, a long-time neighborhood resident, serves as the director of the 
North Fairmount Community Center, an organization dedicated to improving the lives of area citi-
zens. The Center provides assistance for potential homeowners, but lacks the resources to provide 
more essential services. St. Leo the Great Parish  has been an integral part of the neighborhood for 
over one hundred years, and has provided services like nursing assistance and a food pantry. Many of 
the parishioners are new immigrants who would love the opportunity to locate within the neigh-
borhood. 

When looking toward ways to build community cohesiveness and improving social services it is es-
sential to take into account the needs and aspirations of community members. Interviews were con-
ducted with Lois Broerman and Father Jim Schutte, two long-time leaders of established North Fair-
mount organizations.  They assisted in establishing a set of priorities based on areas of most need. 
Lois spoke of nurturing and emphasizing the importance of education for children, providing �-
nancial assistance for homeowners, and attracting area non-pro�t organizations to either work or set 
up shop in North Fairmount. Father Jim emphasized how the growing immigrant population could 
serve as an avenue for repopulating the neighborhood given there is assistance from housing 
non-pro�t groups. The St. Leo Food Pantry is a great success story, and there is hope to expand the 
program with help from Catholic Social Services into a greater asset for the community.
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FRAMEWORK AND INTERVENTION POSSIBILITIES

 FAIRMOUNT COMMUNITY RENAISSANCE
[North Fairmount | South Fairmount | English Woods]

5 minute drive 10 minute walk 15 minute bus ride

10.1    Coordinate shuttle service with local health centers 
10.2    Implement daily shuttle service
10.3    Construct a senior recreation center
10.4    Create senior continuing education programs
10.5    Establish in-home call service
10.6    Organize senior social organization
10.7    Facilitate volunteer activities between area youth and seniors

COMMUNITY

EDUCATION
2.1    Establish new school in North Fairmount 
2.2    Create a neighborhood after-school study program
2.3    Locate public library in area
2.4    Form a parent-teacher tutoring organization
2.5    Build after-school youth center
2.6    Coordinate a UC youth mentor program

EMPLOYMENT

FINANCIAL

FOOD
5.1    Implement fresh food grocery truck

HOUSING

HEALTH
6.1    Build new hospital branch
6.2    Implement health truck service
6.3    Conduct neighborhood health fair
6.4    Partner with UC Nursing 
6.5    Establish health prevention courses

LEGAL

RELIGIOUS
9.1    Create fundraising events for local churches
9.2    Expand existing religious service programs in neighborhood
9.3    Establish after-school and summer religious programs

SENIOR

TECHNOLOGY
11.1    Establish technology education for residents 
11.2    Build low-cost computuer lab with internet access
11.3    Create in-home technology programs for seniors
11.4    Partner with Hive 13 to create neighborhood program

TRANSPORT
12.1    Partner with Changing Gears to provide neighborhood service
12.2    Establish low-cost neighborhood automotive service training

PHYSICAL PROGRAM TECHNOLOGICAL POLICY

GOAL FULFILLED
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INEXPENSIVE

EXPENSIVE

REALISTIC

UNREALISTIC

WORTH COST

NOT WORTH COSTINTERVENTION POSSIBILITIES

POTENTIAL INTERVENTION PARTNERS

Above is a list of potential intervention possibilities that were generated to address the 
given needs of the community as revealed by interviews conducted. This list is also used as 
a key to be used with diagrams F5 and F6. This list gives only basic descriptions of the ideas. 
From these ideas four were selected as preferred options based on diagram F5 and F6 which 
gives four �lters by which to evaluate these ideas. This �rst and most important concept is 
the number of goals addressed by the idea. This concept is illustrated by diagram F5, using 
the coding below each idea was evaluated by how many of the goals it could address. Di-
agram F6 then looked at relative cost, feasibility, and relative bene�t for the cost. These are 
color coded by the key given to illustrate if the idea did well or poorly in the category.  

DIAGRAM F5: GOAL-OPTION COMPARISON DIAGRAM F6: COST-BENEFIT ANALYSIS

From Diagrams F5 and F6 we concluded that the best options would be to expand the North Fairmount 
Community Center including some of the other options as it could be used to address many of the proj-
ect goals with the best use of �nancial resources, A service truck �eet though expensive would be able 
to serve not only North Fairmount but many lower income communities in Greater Cincinnati and 
could be implemented by the city for the neighborhoods, The installation of a police substation be-
cause of the need in the community and the externalizing of the cost, and �nally to community festival 
to help improve the sense of community in the neighborhood, for a relatively low cost. 

http://www.xavier.edu/communitybuilding/ http://www.cintimha.com http://millcreekwatershed.org http://msdgc.org
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GOALS AND PREFERRED OPTIONS

 FAIRMOUNT COMMUNITY RENAISSANCE
[North Fairmount | South Fairmount | English Woods]

The expansion of the community center is 
taken from the idea of a “one stop shop” for 
social services which have been implemented 

-
stitutions. One such example of this is the 
Crossroads CityLink Center in Cincinnati. In 

people including -
cation, and various other social services. 

As this service expansion would also require a 
physical expansion as 

well, it would be necessary to move the NFCC 
Carll 

Street School building or other vacant 
larger scale building in the area. Possibly 
still as close to St. Leo’s church as possible or 
at least in a location that complements the 
joint service which are being proposed in this 
report. 

COMMUNITY CENTER EXPANSION

citylinkcenter.org

http://www.interfaithsocialservices.org

CINCINNATI POLICE DEPT. SUBSTATION
AND NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
The issue of safety in North Fairmount is of primary con-
cern as the news and our interviews have revealed. To ad-

the development of a community watch. This idea was 
then supported by the interview with Father Schutte as 
the third police district of Cincinnati has been working 
with local churches, within the district to have programs 
which put more eyes on the street by way of prayer 
based walks around the community with police presence. 
Though the presence of police faced some scrutiny the 
idea itself is still a valid one. This could be expanded upon 
and merged with the NFCC to create a coordinated 
neighborhood watch.

In addition to the neighborhood watch, the installation 
of a police substation near to or possibly even connect-
ed to the NFCC was also a selected idea.  This could be 
built on the opposite side of the neighborhood from the 
NFCC and St. Leo’s to increase the amount of coverage 
of the community by patrols between the police and the 
neighborhood watch, or it could also be connected to 
the NFCC for simplicity and connectivity of the programs. 

http://www.weslacocrimestoppers.com

www.newsnet5.com

The longer term goal of the expansion would 
be to improve the feeling and image of the 
neighborhood. As safety improves within the 
community as well as housing quality and the 
overall appearance of the neighborhood, 
more people will be out in the neighborhood 
helping build a sense of community and a 
feeling of home. Eventually events such as a 
community heritage festival could be creat-
ed to celebrate the community and the cul-
tural diversity of the neighborhood. 

The festival would be the key stone that 
holds the community together and adds the 

-

in their community. It could also be used as a 
fundraiser for community projects and pro-
grams like the expansion of NFCC or St. Leo’s 
food pantry.

FAIRMOUNT FESTIVAL

http://www.tnvacation.com

MOBILE SERVICE FLEET
citywide 

initiative dedicated to providing immediate 
access to essential services. A pilot program 
should establish three separate trucks geared 
toward education, food, and health. The initial 
trial period should focus in the west side neigh-
borhoods of North Fairmount, South Fairmount, 
Millvale, and Lower Price Hill. Each truck is a dif-
ferent public-private partnership between the 
City of Cincinnati and related private compa-
nies. 

Through conjunction with University of Cin-
cinnati, College of Design, Architecture, Art, 
and Planning 
brand and concept will be designed for the 
trucks. Neighborhood “docking” locations 
should be rotated on a monthly basis during 
the pilot program to determine which area      
attracts the most residents. Trucks will be lo-
cated at each stopping point for three hours a 
day.

www.mogro.net

http://ilovenewmexico.wordpress.com

1. Improve Educational Opportunities for 
Children

2. Reduce Poverty

3. Increase Employment Access and Op-
portunities

4. Expand Mobility for Residents

5. Build a Stronger Sense of Community

6. Revive the Image of the Neighborhood

7. Improve Safety
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The mobile service �eet is a proposed 
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