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•  Crime: The chart below shows the low crime rate 
results of 372 trails from a national Rails-to Trails 
(RTC) study in 1996. (National crime rate has 
decreased since 1996). 

Source: http://www.railstotrails.org/resources/documents/resource_docs/tgc_safecomm.pdf 

•  Trail Design: The bike path and light rail system will 
inevitably cross paths.  Only 1 incident has ever been 
recorded from such an intersection which proves that 
with proper warning signs, crossings are very safe if 
taken seriously.  Such signage is depicted below 
along with stop and railroad crossing signs.  Also, a 
divider will be needed because of the small available 
right-of-way. 

Human Factors 
It is important to get community support and cooperation for the project to 
work.  With the backing of the community the scene depicted above is 
similar to what the Wasson way Project can provide. 
 
Community members have expressed interest in the following: 
•  Signage 
•  Scenery 
•  Location and amount of rail and street crossings  

 

Economics 
•  Annual upkeep cost according to The Federal Highway 

Administration (FHWA) is $17,000 or $4,200 per mile. 
•  Opportunities to generate funds are: 

•  Easements or leasing land 
•  Railroad fees from operators and managers 
•  Tax credits 

•  According to a study by The Murphys Realtors, Inc. values of 
homes adjacent to trail sell for 99.3% for their asking price 
compared to 98.1% of other homes.  Also, they sold on an 
average of 30 days compared to 50 days for other homes. 

Sustainability 

Factors of sustainability include: 
•  Price of annual upkeep 
•  Labor to clean up trash and clear shrubbery 
•  Regular rail way check ups and management 

Source: http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/plugged-in/files/2011/08/Belt-Line-future11.jpg 

Rails-with-Trails Warning Signage 

Source: http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/publications/rwt/rwt050125_110.gif 

The following are all of the warning signs used in a 
typical rails-with-trails route.  However, some tricky 
intersections may need more distinct signs. 

Source: http://www.railstotrails.org/resources/documents/resource_docs/tgc_economic.pdf 
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Implementations 

Legal Issues 

Design 

Rails-with-Trails 
There are three main issues that cause major concern for the 
Wasson Way Project.  They are: 
1.   Dislodged objects: Causes for this are the light rail kicking 

up rocks or other objects around the tracks, the throwing of 
objects either from the people on the train or the bike path, 
or any other movement of dislodged objects that could 
cause injury. 

2.   “Higher duty of care” clause: Where ever the path goes 
through any private property, the homeowner is 
responsible for the safety of the people passing through. 

3.   “Reasonable care” rule: For the properties surrounding 
the light rail and bike paths, property owners must either 
put up fences or keep their land clean of harmful objects 
that could cause injuries. 

According to a publication by the Federal highway Administration 
there are 5 sequential steps in the implementation process. 

1.   Research:  
Factors that need to be researched are: 

•  Who owns the land to be used 
•  Any historical significance 
•  Condition of the corridor 
•  Taxes of the corridor 

2. Public Outreach:  
In order to reach sufficient funding support must 

be gained from people such as: 
•  Community members 
•  Adjacent landowners 
•  Opponents to project 
•  Government officials 
•  Law enforcement 

4. Plans:  
Preliminary plans need to be created early for 
community support.  After the land has been 
acquired, these plans need to be finalized.  	  

3. Acquire Land:  
It is beneficial to own all of the land going to be 
used, but sometimes this is impossible.  Private 
land can also be used but problems can arise.  
The most economical solution should be taken 

into consideration. 

5. Construction:  
The final step in the implementation process is 

construction.	  
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Standards: Standards for Rails-with-Trails come from the combination 
of rail standards and trail standards.  The two standards most often 
used are the AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities 
and the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (FHWA.gov). 
 

Source: http://www.americantrails.org/photoGalleries/cool/5-Rails-with-trails-photos.html 

Source: http://www.americantrails.org/photoGalleries/cool/5-Rails-with-trails-photos.html 

Source: http://www.americantrails.org/photoGalleries/cool/5-Rails-with-trails-photos.html 

Trail along Harbor Drive near San Diego Convention 
Center runs next to BNSF Railroad. 

Downtown Lakewalk rail with trail, Duluth, MN. 

Possible design layout for the Wasson way Project 
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