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Abstract

A comprehensive open space network will strengthen the Wasson Way trail and light rail corridor. 
As the trail itself is a greenway, this proposal examines a variety of open space networks to create 

a beneficial park and open space network along Wasson Way to connect the trail with surrounding 
communities.
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the metropolis and mobility
The theme of the Neihoff Urban Studio “The Metropolis and 
Mobility,” was to represent the “efforts of a variety of groups 
enhancing multi-modal movement opportunities in the region.” Past 
studios have worked with local organizations and municipalities to 
propose bus rapid transit systems for the Cincinnati region, as well as 
conceptual design proposals for regional bike trails like Wasson Way. 
The proposals strove to create a “defined bike system throughout 
the region as an alternative” mode of transportation. Advocates of 
the Wasson Way Corridor have requested additional design concepts 
and engineering analysis that include both the light rail and bike 
corridor proposals from Evanston to Mariemont. The designs and 
engineering work will incorporate the complexity of narrow land 
strips for both rail and bikeways. The overall project concepts are 
intended to be creating a comprehensive “transit corridor” with 
opportunities to positively impact the surrounding neighborhoods 
and communities. Most importantly, for this proposal, the Wasson 
Way Corridor should enhance land-uses including providing 
“improved public space, recreational opportunities, and the 
preservation and access to natural areas.” The specific question asked 
during this project is “What is the pattern of movement in the study 
areas and how can interventions in the identified corridors improve 
that?”
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location overview
Wasson Way begins in the eastern edge of Cincinnati, running 
through the neighborhoods of Evanston, Hyde Park, Oakley, and 
Mt Lookout, and into the adjacent eastern communities - Fairfax, 
Columbia Township, and Mariemont. Overall, the entire region 
has a well-rounded mix of land uses, from commercial and office 
to residential and open space. A prominent aspect to note when 
looking at a base map of the corridor is the amount of transit 
systems, business districts (including employment centers,) 
and open spaces. The Cincinnati bounds include a number of 
small greenspaces, however, the eastern part of the Wasson Way 
Corridor is especially populated with a mix of both small and large 
greenspaces. The idea behind this project is to connect business 
districts, employment centers, and other points of interest along 
Wasson Way with each other and residential districts through a 
variety of greenspaces. 

project overview
A comprehensive open space network will strengthen the Wasson 
Way trail and light rail corridor. As the trail itself is a greenway, 
this proposal examines a variety of open space networks to create 
a beneficial park and open space network along Wasson Way to 
connect the trail with surrounding communities.

Greenspace Concept Plan taken from the Hamilton County Community Compass 2030 
Plan and Implementation Framework. Wasson Way is highlighted in red.
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research & methodology
During research, many aspects of public space and the regional context were 
discovered. The characteristics of public space were considered first and foremost, 
from reputable sources like the American Planning Association and Projects 
for Public Spaces. The American Planning Association provided characteristics 
as promoting human contact and social activities, safe, welcoming, and 
accommodating for all users, having design and architectural features that are 
visually interesting, promoting community involvement, reflecting the local culture 
or history, relating to bordering uses, well maintained, and having a unique or 
special character. Projects for Public Spaces categorized public spaces into the 
five categories: streets and transit, markets, parks and squares, buildings, and 
neighborhoods and districts. The Cincinnati Greenspace Plan addressed parkways, 
community gateways, traffic islands and medians, community business districts, 
and stormwater management projects as important public spaces to consider when 
designing. The Hamilton County Community Compass initiatives include culture 
and recreation, education, environment, environment and social justice, mobility, 
and land use and development framework in terms of those directly related to 
greenspace categorization. The Green Cincinnati Plan (20130) recommended several 
practical and relatable land management recommendations: preservation and 
management of natural corridors, urban forestry that aggressively plants native, 
pest resistant… productive trees and eradicates invasive species that threaten the 
city’s trees, continue to incorporate trees and green infrastructure into road right-
of-ways as part of ‘complete streets,’ use native, low maintenance planting to replace 
mowed areas, and reduce impervious surfaces. The Green Umbrella goal for land 
management is to increase the acreage of high quality green by 10% by 2020 and to 
link natural areas, including more trails and promotion of metro parks. The OKI Safe 
Routes to School report found the average percentage of students’ mode to and 
from school in the region to be (approximately) 50% bus and 25% walking. 

Amenities highlighted as important classification aspects: planned primary light rail hubs, planned light rail 
whistle stops, schools, employment centers, central business districts, and current greenspaces.
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Greenways are known for five summarized aspects: promoting healthy communities, spatial 
connectivity (linking rural and urban environments,) stimulating economic growth, composing 
integrated, functional transportation networks, and encouraging preservation of the natural 
environment and its systems. The Ohio State University Studio on West Columbus found that 
interactions with nature through outdoor activities can reduce mental fatigue and improve test 
performance and moods, while views of nature have helped hospital patients to heal more quickly. 
A 2009 study via CEOs for Cities found that homes in more walkable environments carried a price 
premium of between $4,000 - $34,000 when compared to homes in similar environments. Also, the 
addition of new greenspace can stimulate economic growth. The High Line in New York City has 
stimulated four billion in private investment, while New York’s Central Park was credited with an 
economic value of one billion a year. 

Factor Considered: Vacant Parcels

Factor Considered: Land Use

Factor Considered: Schools



 
Size 

(Approximate) Location Definition Service Area Amenities 
Greenspace Less than an 

Acre 
Varies Unused miscellaneous pieces of land, public rights-of-way, 

preserved open space, medians, streetscapes, parkways, gateways; 
For landscape purpose, only passive. 

 • Beautification 
• Art 

Pocket Park 
(Plazas/Squares/Historic 

Sites/Cultural Sites) 

Varies Business or Commercial 
Districts 

Smaller sites of historical or cultural importance, public gathering 
spaces in commercial areas, usually purposefully designed, parking 
available, but not specifically for this use only. 

Business or Commercial 
Districts 

• Pedestrian Walkway 
• Public Gathering 
• Water Features 
• Landmark 
• Nodal significance 
• Outdoor Market 
• Art 
• Café/Boutique 
• Dog Run 

Neighborhood Park 1 Acre Within Neighborhood or 
Commercial District 

Smaller parcel, meant to serve one neighborhood or community 
district within walking distance, used for smaller, active or passive 
recreational opportunities, little to no parking 

Within ¼ mile walking 
distance 

• Playground 
• Picnic Table(s) 
• Open Space 
• Small, Recreational 

Fields/Courts 
• Dog Park 

Community Park 5 – 25 Acres One to Two per Community, 
Commercial and Residential 

Areas 

Passive & active recreational opportunities, pulls users from one, 
maybe two communities, split walking access and automobile 
access 

½ mile – 3 miles; Within 
One or Two 
Communities 

• Gathering/Picnicking 
Areas 

• Small & Large 
Recreational Fields/Courts 

• Swimming Pools 
• Walking/Bike Trails 
• Community Center 
• Performance Space 
• Concessions 
• Parking 
• Dog Park 

Regional Park 50 + Acres Scattered throughout a 
County, Not in Every 

Community 

Heavily programmed, yet still contains general open space, mostly 
active recreational opportunities, not often in neighborhoods or 
residential areas, coordinated between the greater region 

County • Gathering/Picnicking 
Areas 

• Small & Large 
Recreational Fields/Courts 

• Swimming Pools 
• Programmed, Site-Specific 

Uses 
• Walking/Bike Trails 
• Community Center 
• Performance Space 
• Concessions 
• Parking 
• Dog Park 

Nature Reserve Varies 
(Usually Larger) 

Varies Little to no development, protected to keep natural characteristics 
and amenities, as well as original ecosystems and local wildlife 

County • Gardens 
• Natural Walking Paths 
• Natural Water Feature 

Greenway Greater than 1 
Mile 

Woven throughout 
Communities, Towns, Cities, 

and Counties 

Used as connections between neighborhoods & communities or as 
transit corridors, recreational trails 

Varies; Can be Several 
Counties 

• Stream Corridors 
• Multi-Use Trails 
• Rails-to-Trails 
• Walking and/or Bike Path 

 

wasson way matrix
The classification matrix developed is based loosely off the Twin Cities Regional Component Categories 
of open space matrix. The Twin Cities matrix was for a much larger region – comparable to that of 
Southwest Ohio; for the purposes of Wasson Way, with the ability to grow into a regional system, 
the open space classification matrix took on a smaller scale. The matrix for Wasson Way is based on 
five classification aspects (in order of importance): size, location, service area, amenities, and (given) 
definition. The size of the greenspace is most telling, with ranges from less than an acre to greater 
than 50 acres. The location speaks of the frequency of the space and its relation to other land uses. The 
service area clarifies the typical users of the space – is it part of a community or a whole region? The 
amenities gloss over the typical uses of the space, mainly identifying passive or active typologies. The 
definition was developed as an over-arching, generalized description of the greenspace typology; this is 
to serve the most basic of classification purposes. 
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greenspace

Gateway Signage Wuslin Triangle Gateway Signage

pocket park

Hyde Park Squar

e

Mariemont Concourse
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neighborhood
park

Ziegler Park Dale Park Dogwood Park

community park

Fairfax Elementary Fields

Little Miami Golf Course
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regional park

UC Observatory UC Observatory

nature reserve
size varies (usually larger)
location: varies
little to no development; protected to 
keep natural characteristics and amenities, 
as well as original ecosystems and local
wildlife; often used as learning environments
service area: county (region)
amenities: gardens, wildlife, natural water 
features, natural and man-made walking 
pathways, possible picnic areas

Bettman PreserveBettman Preserve
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greenway
greater than one
mile in length
woven through-
out communties,
towns, cities, & 
counties 
used as connections 
between neighborhoods, 
communities, and 
greenspaces; act as 
transit corridor; 
recreational trails
service area: 
varies; can be
several counties
amenities: stream 
corridors, multi-use trails,
rails-to-trails, walking 
and/or bicycle pathways

Wasson Way/Duck Creek Jacksonville S-Line Jacksonville S-Line
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precedents
bloomingdale trail – Chicago
The Bloomingdale Trail in Chicago, Illinois is part of the larger 606 network in and around the city. 
Running almost 3 miles long, this greenway is a typical rails-to-trails project using elevated, abandoned 
railroad tracks to create a multi-use, recreational trail with parks intermittently throughout the 
corridor. It includes elevated trails for bikers and runners, art installations, and intensive landscape 
design to create an oasis in the urban, city setting. The Bloomingdale Trail is looked at as an alternative 
transportation corridor with access points approximately every ¼ mile connecting it to residential 
neighborhoods, public transit, and business districts. 

monon trail – Indianapolis
The Monon Trail in Indianapolis, Indiana is almost 10.5 miles of greenway connecting major points in 
and around Indianapolis, such as Carmel, the Fall Creek Greenway, and the Central Canal Towpath. The 
Monon is reclaimed for representing what a culturally significant trail could look like in both urban and 
more rural environments. 
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emerald necklace – boston
Boston’s ‘Emerald Necklace’ is an 1,100 acre chain of nine parks linked by greenways and waterways in 
and around the Boston metropolitan area. The ‘Emerald Necklace’ includes Boston Commons, gardens, 
malls, former tidal marsh, river glen, an arboretum, and several ponds. The idea and design came from 
the renowned Frederick Law Olmsted in the late 19th century.

s-line – Jacksonville
The S-Line in Jacksonville, Florida is the perfect example of a rails-to-trails project in the United 
States. The project is located in two communities in Jacksonville, specifically a community in need of 
revitalization and a community that could still benefit from revitalization techniques. This greenway 
specifically attaches to the idea of examining the greater area beyond the ‘right-of-way buffering the 
trail; it looks at the schools, parks, and neighborhoods surrounding the trail.



conclusion
By creating a classification matrix and overall open space network, 
the Wasson Way Corridor can only be strengthened. Parks, open 
space, and recreation areas provide the opportunity for passive and 
active spaces that can serve as connection points between multiple 
destinations. Pedestrians and bicyclists are more likely to walk or 
bike through a greenspace than along a major, high-speed roadway 
or empty land parcel. As creating a sense of community and place 
starts with bringing residents and visitors out of their modes of 
transportation, mainly automobiles, beautified, walkable options of 
transit are the start of healthy communities. 
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