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As business and political leaders work to address homelessness in Cincinnati, they’re looking to a model
a two-hour ride away in Columbus.

There, National Church Residences just opened its third “permanent supportive housing” development, 
100-unit project that looks market-rate on the inside and out but caters to the working poor and people 
have become homeless.

The developments have one-person apartments with separate kitchens and bathrooms, commons areas
hardwood floors and upholstered chairs and 24-hour staffing and security to make sure the low-income
people who live there feel safe and protected from the people and vices that steered their lives the wron
way in the first place.

“They are spectacular,” Cincinnati Vice Mayor Roxanne Qualls said of the developments. She led a group
more than 50 people to see several NCR projects late last month and came back impressed.

“When you actually see these buildings and see the landscaping of these buildings, there is a lot of
market-rate housing in Cincinnati that doesn’t even come up to the quality of the construction. I was bl
away.”

That’s important because the Homeless to Homes plan for addressing homelessness in the region calls f
building hundreds of permanent supportive housing units locally. And that has worried some community
activists, especially in Over-the-Rhine, the historic neighborhood just north of downtown. Dozens of soc
service agencies and the Drop Inn Center, the region’s largest homeless shelter, are located there. But 
also the epicenter for tens of millions of dollars of redevelopment projects that aim to transform the
neighborhood by drawing more residents and businesses to its hundreds of empty structures.

Some neighborhood activists have worried that additional permanent supportive housing developments 
be built in Over-the-Rhine, continuing what they view as an over-concentration of social services and di
the value of the progress being made.

“We’re beginning to see huge progress in Over-the-Rhine, but it’s still very fragile,” said Cincinnati City
Councilman Chris Bortz, who went to Columbus with Qualls’ group.

Such concerns are natural, but being able to see just how well such developments can be built and ope
should allay some of those fears, Qualls said.

“It is possible to do this and do this well,” Qualls said. “It’s not just a theory.”

Still, Bortz said he took away something else from the trip to Columbus. The NCR developments are nice
be sure, he said, but they’re also located away from residential neighborhoods.

“Yes, it’s a good model. Yes, we should bring it to Cincinnati,” Bortz said. “But these facilities need not b
located in neighborhoods under stress. In fact, they need not be located in a residential neighborhood a

The Commons at Grant in Columbus is probably closest to being located near a residential neighborhood
sits north of German Village, a historic neighborhood there, but it’s across Interstate 70, said Patrick Hig
NCR’s vice president of communications. Even so, nearby residents were fiercely opposed to the Commo
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before it opened in 2003, worried that the 100-unit project would bring trouble to their doorsteps.

NCR is a nonprofit formed in 1961 by four Ohio Presbyterian churches that is best known for developing
affordable senior housing. The Commons at Grant was its first foray into permanent supportive housing
has since developed 300 of those units with 150 more under development.

“There were a lot of concerns that it would be the devastation of the area,” Higgins said. “But literally si
opened, we’ve heard absolutely nothing. It’s been seven years of being quietly successful.”

The strict controls that NCR employs to ensure the security of its tenants, along with its “good neighbor
policies, help ensure that success, said Kevin Finn, executive director of the Cincinnati/Hamilton County
Continuum of Care for the Homeless, which helps coordinate homeless services locally.

“People make a lot of assumptions that something like this would have a negative impact on a
neighborhood,” Finn said, and the success in Columbus shows that’s not true.

The largest such project in the works is the redevelopment of the Dennison Hotel by the Cincinnati Cen
City Development Corp., known as 3CDC. The nonprofit development corporation wants to convert the
eight-story structure into some type of permanent supportive housing and is looking to NCR for best
practices, said Adam Gelter, 3CDC development manager.

The Dennison is on Main Street downtown, a location that’s likely to raise concerns. But Gelter said 3CD
wants to balance the needs of the neighborhood with the needs of the people who will live there.

“There’s always that fine line to make sure these types of uses don’t have too much of an impact,” Gelt
said. “On the flip side, the folks living there need access to services, transportation.”
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